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50  Years  Ago,  You  Learned  How  To  Shoot  For  Freedom. 
Today,  We’re  Teaching  Your  Grandkids  How  To  Shoot  For  Fun. 


■ The  same  NRA  that  trained  thousands 
of  soldiers  in  wartime  is  active  in  your 
community  right  now,  teaching  your 
grandkids  firearm  safety  and  marksman- 
ship fundamentals. 

■ Working  closely  with  community 
groups,  clubs,  and  organizations,  NRA 
Marksmanship  Qualification  Programs 
provide  the  foundation  for  the  develop- 
ment of  marksmanship  skills  and  increase 
firearm  safety  and  knowledge.  NRA 
offers  certificates  and  embroidered 
patches  to  recognize  young  shooters’ 


achievements.  And  each  year,  NRA’s 
JROTC  Qualification  Course  provides 
training  to  youngsters  across  the  United 
States  in  both  the  3-position  smallbore 
rifle  and  4-position  air  rifle. 

■ For  over  a century,  Americans  have 
looked  to  the  NRA  for  protection  of  their 
shooting  heritage  and  the  training 
they  need  to  enjoy  it.  And  today,  thanks 
to  NRA  Youth  Programs,  Americans  can 
look  for  their  grandchildren  to  carry  on 
our  shooting  heritage  well  into  the 
next  century. 


For  more  information  on  NRA  Youth  Programs  contact  the  Safety  & Education  Youth  Programs  Department  at  703-267-1560. 

© 1993  National  Rifle  Association 
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For  God  and  Country 
we  associate  ourselves  together 
for  the  following  purposes: 

To  uphold  and  defend  the  Constitution 

of  the  United  States  of  America; 

to  maintain  law  and  order; 

to  foster  and  perpetuate  a one-hundred 

percent  Americanism ; 

to  preserve  the  memories  and  incidents 

of  our  associations  in  the  Great  Wars; 

to  inculcate  a sense  of  individual  obligation 

to  the  community,  state  and  nation; 

to  combat  the  autocracy  of  both  the 

classes  and  the  masses; 

to  make  right  the  master  of  might; 

to  promote  peace  and  good  will  on  earth; 

to  safeguard  and  transmit  to  posterity  the 

principles  of  justice,  freedom  and  democracy; 

to  consecrate  and  sanctify  our  comradeship 

by  our  devotion  to  mutual  helpfulness. 

77th  National  Convention 

August  31-September  6, 1995  * Indianapolis,  Indiana 


Welcome 


The  American  Legion 

77th  National  Convention 


Sons  of  the 
American  Legion 

24th  National  Convention 


American  Legion 
Auxiliary 

75th  National  Convention 


La  Boutique 

Des  Huit  Chapeaux 

Et  Quarante  Femmes 
74th  Marche  Nationale 
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Congratulations  on 
your  77th  National 
Convention. 


We  at  Kirke-Van  Orsdel 
Incorporated  (KVI ) are  proud 
to  handle  the  life  insurance 
plans  for  The  American  Legion 

Stop  by  the  KVI  booth  to 
find  out  how  your  American 
Legion  Life  Plan  can  provide 
you  and  your  spouse  with 
affordable  protection. 

You  have  earned  it! 


1995  Marks  the  50th  Anniversary  of  VJ  Day! 


'That  was  then . . . 


The  American  Legion  Life  Insurance  Plans,  administered  by 
Kirke-Van  Orsdel.  Inc.  offer  several  options  for  Term  Life 
and  Whole  Life  Insurance  Products. 


Guaranteed  Issue  options  are  available  for  certain  ages  and  states 


Yes!  Please  send  my  FREE  Information  Kit  for 
The  American  Legion  Life  Insurance  Plans 


Call  TOLL  FREE  1-800-542-5547.  Our  hearing  impaired 
members  may  call  1-800-274-4833  TDD.)  Or  mail  this 
coupon  to:  The  American  Legion  Insurance  Plans,  P.O.  Box 
93124,  Des  Moines,  Iowa  50393.  We’ll  send  you  a Free 
Information  Kit.  There’s  no  obligation  whatsoever. 


O Term  Life  O Whole  Life 

Name 

Street 

City,  State,  ZIP 


The  Term  Life  Plan  Underwritten  by: 


HT  HARTFORD 


The  Whole  Life  Plan 
Underwritten  by: 


sg=  Union 


LIFE  INSURANCE  COMPANY 


We’ll  look  forward  to  hearing  from  you! 


COVER:  The  Soldiers  and  Sailors  Monument  is 
the  centerpiece  of  downtown  Indianapolis. 
Photo  courtesy  of  Indianapolis  Convention 
and  Visitors  Association. 

THIS  PAGE:  The  obelisk,  the  Indiana  World 
War  Memorial  and  Bank  One  bulding  viewed 
from  the  Legion  Mall.  Photo  by  John  E.  Simon. 
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Commander  s Message 


Welcome  to  Indianapolis, 
the  home  of  our 
National  Headquarters 
and  site  of  the 
77th  National 
Convention 


WHETHER  OR  not  America  remains  a 
great  nation  is  often  an  issue  left  to 
members  of  Congress,  the  President 
and  other  rich  and  powerful  people  who 
grace  the  covers  of  Forbes  and  U.S.  News  & 
World  Report. 

While  we  acknowledge  the  influence  that 
power  and  money  has  on  our  country,  as 
veterans  we  know  that  keeping  our  nation 
strong — when  it  really  matters — will  fall  on 
the  shoulders  of  the  ordinary  men  and 
women  who  serve  in  the  U.S.  Armed  Forces. 

At  one  time  or  another,  from  World 
War  I to  the  Gulf  War,  all  of  us  were  called 
upon  to  defend  our  nation. 

We  gather  in  Indianapolis  for  the  77th 
Annual  National  Convention  of  The  Ameri- 
can Legion  as  an  organization  of  ordinary 
men  and  women  who  have  been  asked  to  do 
extraordinary  things  in  the  service  of  our 
country. 

And  each  time,  in  war  and  in  peace,  we 
have  come  through. 

In  war,  we  have  taken  up  arms  and 
risked  our  lives  to  defend  those  we  love  and 
what  we  believe.  In  peace,  we  have  dedicat- 
ed our  time  to  that  same  fight  while  taking 
on  one  other  important  mission:  standing 
up  for  veterans  and  those  who  serve  today. 

We  who  have  done  the  regretful  deeds  of 
war  are  too  often  forgotten  by  those  in  poli- 
cy-making positions  who  sent  us  to  do  these 
things.  The  American  Legion’s  task  is  to 
remind  Congress,  the  President  and  every 
U.S.  citizen  of  their  responsibility  to  our 
nation’s  veterans  and  GIs. 

Our  country  spends  billions  of  dollars 
on  peacekeeping  and  regional  wars  but  has 
trouble  paying  for  an  adequate  VA  health- 


WILLIAM  M.  DETWEILER 

National  Commander 

care  system.  How  can  we  not  take  care  of 
the  men  and  women  who  risked  their  lives 
for  us? 

Year  after  year,  The  American  Legion  is 
forced  to  battle  budget  cuts  that  threaten 
the  ability  of  the  VA  to  deliver  care  to  veter- 
ans who  need  it,  and  who  have  earned  it 
with  their  blood. 

Our  country  spends  millions  of  dollars 
on  all  kinds  of  programs  but  doesn’t  seem 
willing  to  compensate  victims  of  Agent 
Orange  who  were  exposed  while  fighting  in 
Vietnam. 

These  men  have  died  or  are  dying  terri- 
ble deaths  from  cancers.  And  if  it  were  not 


for  American  Legion  Honor  Guards  and  the 
sound  of  Taps,  their  passing  would  be 
marked  by  utter  silence. 

Veterans  of  the  Gulf  War  with  a mysteri- 
ous illness  are  also  quietly  ill,  awaiting  help 
from  our  government  who  has  attributed 
their  debilitating  illness  to  “stress.”  The  VA 
needs  to  help  these  men  and  women,  and 
provide  real  answers  about  what  is  wrong 
with  them. 

The  American  Legion  wants  this  illness 
cured  with  whatever  it  takes  and  whatever  it 
costs. 

“Nothing  is  too  good  for  our  nation’s 
veterans,”  most  politicians  say  on  the  cam- 
paign trail.  And  nothing  is  what  veterans 
often  get,  particularly  POW/MIAs  and  their 
families. 

The  American  Legion,  despite  the  nor- 
malization of  relations  between  the  United 
States  and  Vietnam,  has  not  forgotten  about 
our  missing  men.  We  continue  the  fight  for 
the  fullest  possible  accounting  via  the 
release  of  all  Vietnamese  war  records  while 
working  on  ways  to  protect  POW/MIAs  in 
future  wars. 

The  American  Legion  looks  to  the 
future,  fighting  for  quality,  accessible  VA 
care,  a strong  national  defense  and  pro- 
grams for  our  children,  but  does  not  ignore 
the  past. 

We  preserved  the  honor  of  all  WWII  vet- 
erans when  we  helped  the  Smithsonian  Insti- 
tution’s Air  and  Space  Museum  develop  a 
fitting  tribute  to  the  Enola  Gay,  the  plane 
that  dropped  the  atomic  bomb  on  Hiroshi- 
ma. 

Our  efforts  averted  a revisionist,  anti- 
American  effort  led  by  Smithsonian  Institu- 
tion officials. 

And  we  honored  every  American  citizen 
by  standing  by  the  U.S.  Flag.  Our  effort  to 
get  a constitutional  amendment  to  protect 
our  flag  goes  forward,  with  the  support  of 
millions  of  Americans  who  value  this  great 
symbol  and  what  it  represents. 

Each  and  every  fight  that  has  been  taken 
up  by  The  American  Legion  has  given  me 
the  opportunity  to  do  what  I believe  in. 
Helping  veterans,  GIs  and  their  families  is 
something  every  Legionnaire,  Auxiliary 
member  and  Sons  of  The  American  Legion 
member  does. 

As  National  Commander  of  The  Ameri- 
can Legion,  I have  had  the  privilege  of  tak- 
ing the  sum  of  your  good  work  with  me 
across  the  country  and  around  the  world. 
Everywhere  I go,  your  devotion,  dedication 
and  commitment  comes  with  me.  Today 
and  forever,  as  your  National  Commander 
and  after  my  term  is  through,  we  will  stand 
together  for  veterans  and  their  families — for 
God  and  Country.  ■ 
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Tgplcal. 

ThfiMgW-provoking. 

Timely. 

Easy  gn  your  wallet. 


Take  advantage  of  our 
special  convention 
discount  between  now 
and  Sept.  30. 


$12  for  one  year  (22  issues) 

The  American  Legion 
Dispatch 

■iE  P.0.  Box  1055 
Indianapolis  IN  46206 

Call  (317)  630-1349 


National  Emblem  Sales 

SERVES  THE  CEREMONIAL  AND  GIFT 
NEEDS  OF  ALL  MEMBERS  OF 

The  American  Legion 

American  Legion  Auxiliary 

Sons  of  The  American  Legion 

Stop  by  our  Large  Display  in  the 
Maryland  Street  Lobby 
of  the 

Indianapolis  Convention  Center 
Ask  our  Trained  Personnel  for 

INFORMATION  ON  ANY  ITEM  YOU  MAY 
NEED  FOR  YOUR  PROGRAMS. 

Look  for  New  Items  not  yet  in 
our  Catalog 

We  are  Here  to  Help!!! 


Congratulations 

on  uour 

77th 

National 

Convention 

Keystone  Uniform  Cap  C orp. 

Manufacturers  of  Quality  Uniform  Headwear 

428  North  13th  Street 
Philadelphia,  PA  19123 
(215)  922-5493-4 
FAX  1-215-922-5161 


Actions  speak  louder  than  words. 

What  the  R.J.Reynolds  Tobacco  Company  is 
doing  to  discourage  kids  from  smoking. 

R.J.Reynolds  Tobacco  Company  does  not,  under  any  circumstances,  want  kids  to 
smoke.  It’s  also  the  law.  In  the  U.S.,  it’s  illegal  to  sell  cigarettes  to  anyone  under 
the  age  of  1 8.  That’s  why  we  created  programs  to  discourage  underage  smoking. 

Our  '‘Support  The  Law.  It  Works.”  program  helps  retailers  make  it  tougher  for  kids 
to  buy  cigarettes. 

Our  “Right  Decisions,  Right  Now.”  educational  program  helps  teach  children  to 
say  no  to  peer  influences  that  might  lead  them  to  smoke.  It  provides  teachers  with 
posters  and  teaching  aids,  (none  of  which  identifies  R.J.Reynolds)  and  parents  with 
brochures  designed  to  help  them  discuss  smoking  issues  with  their  children  . More 
than  10,000  middle  and  junior  high  schools  are  using  the  program,  reaching  some 
3.3  million  students.  As  a veterans  organization,  you  can  help  with  the 
education  of  our  youth  on  this  issue.  Please  call  1-800-862-2525. 

i 1 

i If  you  haven’t  seen  any  of  our  materials  in  your  schools  you  may  like  copies  of  our  posters.  You  i 
i may  also  be  surprised  by  just  how  usefiil  our  guides  on  talking  to  kids  about  not  smoking  can  be.  1 
i If  you’d  like  any  of  these  materials,  including  the  display  aids  used  in  retail  outlets,  please  call  I 

I 1-800-862-2525  or  return  this  coupon  to  R.J.Reynolds  Tobacco  Company,  PO  Box  S,  Winston-  | 

i Salem,  NC  27101.  I 

i i 

I t 

j Name \ 

i i 

i I 

j Address j 

i i 

t I 

i I 

j Together,  We  Can  Work  It  Out  j 

l I 
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The  American  Legion  1995  National  Convention 


BMW*1 


© MARCHING  BACK— With  the  Soldiers  and  Sailors 
Monument  as  a backdrop,  Legionnaires  paraded 
through  Indianapolis  streets  during  the  1990 
convention. 

O UNION  STATION— Built  in  1888  as  America’s  first 
union  railway  depot,  it  is  now  a hub  of  shopping  and 
entertainment,  featuring  more  than  50  stores. 


Welcome  back  home  to 

INDIANAPO 


The  Legions  headquarters  in  the  heart 
of  downtown  is  one  of  many  Circle  City 
attractions  you  it  want  to  visit. 
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© AMERICAN  LEGION  MALL— Just  outside  the  doors  of  the 
Legion’s  National  Headquarters  is  one  of  the  best  views  of  down- 
town Indianapolis.  This  year  marks  the  second  time  the  Legion 
has  held  a National  Convention  in  its  hometown. 
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Programs  and  Agendas 


O PARK  HERE— With  3,800  acres  of  wooded  terrain  and 
a 1,300-acre  reservoir,  Eagle  Creek  Park  is  one  of  the 
largest  municipal  parks  in  the  United  States.  Located  on 
the  city’s  northwest  side,  the  park  includes  footpaths, 
bike  trails  and  a 27-hole  golf  course. 


QNEW  GLORY— This  year's  parade  will  be  at  4 p.m., 
Saturday,  Sept.  2 in  downtown  Indianapolis. 


Q NEED  FOR  SPEED— Visitors  can  take  a narrated 
bus  tour  around  the  two-mile  oval  Indianapolis 
Motor  Speedway.  Also,  don’t  forget  to  visit  the 
track’s  Hall  of  Fame  Museum,  which  features 
more  than  30  cars  that  have  won  the  Indianapolis 
500  and  about  75  other  classic  and  antique  cars. 


O IN  HONOR— Built  as  a tribute  to  all  Hoosiers 
killed  during  war,  the  Indiana  World  War  Memorial 
is  one  of  the  unique  landmarks  in  downtown 
Indianapolis.  The  basement  of  the  memorial  is  a 
military  museum  where  visitors  can  follow  the 
history  of  Indiana  soldiers  from  the  Battle  of 
Tippecanoe  to  the  most  recent  wars. 
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HALLof  FAME 

MUSEUM 


The  Indianapolis  Motor  Speedway  has  been  listed  on  the  national  Register  of 
Historic  Places  since  1975  and  named  a national  Historic  Landmark  in  1987. 
Located  inside  the  famous  oval  is  the  Hall  of  Fame  Museum,  presenting  one  of  the 
world's  largest  and  most  varied  collections  of  cars,  including  more  than  30 
Indianapolis  500  winners.  The  collection  also  includes  classic  and  antique  passen- 
ger cars,  many  of  which  were  built  in  Indiana  during  the  early  1900's.  The  Tony 
Hulman  Theatre  features  a film  about  the  history  of  the  track  and  recent  race  high- 
lights. An  Official  Trackside  Gift  Shop  is  located  at  the  entrance  of  the  museum. 

The  Hall  of  Fame  Museum  is  open  364  days  a year,  (closed  on  Christmas  Day), 
from  9:00  am  to  5:00  pm  EST.  Admission  is  only  $2.00  for  those  over  the  age  of 
16,  those  15  & under  are  free.  Busses  are  available  for  a ride  around  the  track  for 
$2.00,  unless  the  track  is  being  used  for  competition  or  testing  purposes. 


INDIANAPOLIS  MOTOR  SPEEDWAY  HALL  OF  FAME  MUSEUM 

4790  West  16th  Street  • Indianapolis,  IN  46222  • 317/484-6747 
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Registration  & Information 


A Registration  and  Information  Booth  will  be  located  in 
the  Indiana  Convention  Center  lobby.  The  booth  will  be 
open  from  9 a.m.  to  5 p.m.,  Thursday,  Aug.  31,  through 
Tuesday,  Sept.  5. 

Those  who  have  not  previously  registered  and  want  to 
attend  the  General  Convention  sessions  may  register  at  the 
booth.  All  persons  except  children  younger  than  12  need  to 
wear  the  official  Convention  Badge  or  other  approved  cre- 
dentials to  attend  the  General  Convention  sessions. 


REGISTRATION  & INFORMATION  BOOTH 


LOCATION 


Indiana  Convention  Center  lobby 


HOURS 


9am-5pm 

Thursday,  Aug.  31  through  Tuesday,  Sept.  5 


Thank  You 


The  American  Legion  wishes  to  express  its  thanks  and  apprecia- 
tion to  the  following  companies  and  organizations  which  have 
contributed  substantially  to  the  success  of  the  77th  Annual 
National  Convention: 

Adolph  Coors 
Artcraft  Blazer 
Bank  One  Indianapolis,  N.A. 

Buick  Motor  Division,  General  Motors  Corp. 
Button  Designs  Inc. 

Champion  Screen  Printing 
City  of  Indianapolis 
D.E.  Baugh  Company 
Fox  Associates 
George  S.  Olive 
Great-West 

Hall  of  Fame  Museum,  Motor  Speedway 
Indianapolis  Convention  & Visitors  Association 
Indianapolis  Fire  Department 
Indianapolis  Police  Department 
Jack  Elrod  & Co. 

John’s  Spirits  Decanters  & Fine  Wines 
Keystone  Uniform  Cap  Co. 

Kirke-Van  Orsdel  Inc. 

Fenn  Arts 
MBNA  America 


M.H.  Grossman  Inc. 

Marion  County  Sheriff’s  Office 
Military  Department  of  Indiana 
Moorhead  Associates 
National  City  Bank,  Indiana 
National  Rifle  Association 
NBD  Bank,  N.A. 

Quaker  Oats  Company  (Gatorade) 

R.R.  Donnelley 
Ropkey  Graphics 
Indianapolis  VA  Medical  Center 
RXAmerica 

Samuel  Broome  Uniform  Company 
The  American  Fegion  Department  of  Indiana 
U.S.  Air  Force 
U.S.  Army 
U.S.  Coast  Guard 
U.S.  Marine  Corps 
U.S.  Navy 

Union  Federal  Savings  Bank 
WENS  (97.1  FM) 

Wheeler’s  Towing  Service  Inc. 

WTHR  Channel  13 
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ONLY  YOUR  MOTHER  IS  MORE 

OBSESSED  wiih,oui SAF ETY. 


Ford  Safety  Engineers:  Karin  H.  Pr/.ybylo,  Steve  Pingston,  Alike  Foster. 


Where  would  we  be  without  our  mothers?  They  take  care  oj  us  and  protect  us.  So,  we’re  proud 
to  say,  when  it  comes  to  safeguarding  drivers,  at  FORD  MOTOR  COM PANY  our  maternal  instinct 
becomes  very  apparent.  You  can  feel  it  in  our  TRACTION  CONTROL  system.  And  in  our 
ANTI -LOCK  BRAKES.  It’s  why  DUAL-AIR  BAGS*  are  standard  in  all  our  cars.  And  why 
ROADSI DE  ASSISTANCE  is  available  24  hours  a day.  Were  also  developing  a Vision 
Enhancement  System  — to  help  drivers  when  “mother”  nature  acts  up.  All  this  might  be 
considered  obsessive.  But  at  Ford  Motor  Company,  we  believe  such  commitments  to  safety 
and  security  will  enhance  the  quality  of  all  our  lives.  Besides,  it’s  for  your  own  good. 


Ford 


Ford  Trucks 


* * 


Lincoln  ♦ Mercury 


QjJ  ALITY  IS  JOB  1 


*Aliva\‘S  wear  your  safety  hell 
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Tradition 

It's  More  Than  Sentiment 


That’s  why  estate  planning  is  important  to  every  family.  It  is  never  too  soon  to 
have  a plan  in  place  to  protect  your  assets,  to  care  for  those  dear  to  you, 
and  to  keep  promises  you  have  made. 


With  your  wealth, 
as  with  just  about 
everything,  what  will 
happen  in  the  future 
depends  on  what 
you  do  now. 


At  NBD,  we  have  generations  of  experience 
developing  estate  plans 
and  managing  assets  for 
continued  growth.  Call 
your  nearest  NBD  office 
today  to  learn  how  we  can  help  you 
ensure  your  family’s  tradition  with 
an  NBD  estate  plan  or  trust. 
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Welcome 


GOVERNOR  OF  INDIANA 


A 

fli 


s Governor  of  Indiana,  it  is 
my  distinct  privilege  to  wel- 
come you  to  the  77th  Annual 
American  Legion  National  Con- 
vention. I am  pleased  that  you 
once  again  have  chosen  our  beau- 
tiful capital  city  to  host  your  pres- 
tigious event. 

Over  the  decades,  Legionnaires 
have  been  steadfast  in  their  com- 
mitment and  devotion  to  protect- 
ing our  fellow  citizens  and  beloved  country.  I com- 
mend you  for  your  ongoing  efforts  to  keep  this  state 
and  country  strong  through  the  many  civic  programs 
that  you  have  initiated.  On  behalf  of  all  of  Indiana,  I 
thank  you  for  many  wonderful  things  that  your  hard 


work  has  produced. 

While  you  are  in  Indianapolis,  I hope  that  you  will 
be  able  to  explore  our  city.  Indianapolis  stands  at  the 
crossroads  of  our  country.  It  has  all  the  warmth  of  a 
small  town  with  the  world-class  opportunities  that  are 
available  in  America’s  major  cities. 

Again,  welcome  to  Indianapolis  and  your  annual 
convention.  I wish  you  only  the  best  for  continued  suc- 
cess with  this  event  and  your  future  endeavors. 

Sincerely, 


EVAN  BAYH 


MAYOR  OF  INDIANAPOLIS 


As  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Indi- 
anapolis, it  is  my  pleasure  to 
welcome  you  to  The  American 
Legion’s  77th  Annual  National 
Convention. 

We  are  honored  that  you  have 
chosen  “Circle  City”  as  the  host 
site  of  this  convention  and  encour- 
age you  to  experience  Hoosier 
hospitality  at  its  best.  During  your 
visit,  I hope  that  you  will  take  the 
opportunity  to  sample  the  many  cultural,  historical, 


entertainment  and  sports  facilities  we  have  to  offer. 
Indeed,  we  have  something  for  everyone. 

The  citizens  of  Indianapolis  join  me  in  extending 
our  appreciation  to  The  American  Legion  for  your 
commitment  and  dedication  to  our  city,  state  and 
nation. 

+ Sincerely, 

STEPHEN  GOLDSMITH 


INDIANA  DEPARTMENT  COMMANDER 


lelcome  to  Indianapolis,  Indi- 
lana,  and  to  the  National 
Headquarters  of  The  American 
Legion.  Hoosier  Legionnaires  are 
very  proud  to  act  as  your  hosts  for 
the  77th  Annual  National  Conven- 
tion of  The  American  Legion,  and 
we  hope  you  will  enjoy  our  Hoosier 
hospitality  during  your  stay. 

Indianapolis  offers  a wide  vari- 
ety of  activities  for  your  enjoy- 
ment. We  hope  you  will  have  the  opportunity  to  visit 
the  National  Headquarters  building  and  stroll  the  Indi- 
ana War  Memorial,  which  includes  The  American 
Legion  Mall  and  the  Indiana  War  Memorial  Building. 
Also,  don’t  forget  to  view  the  city’s  centerpiece,  the  Sol- 
diers and  Sailors  Monument  located  at  the  circle  where 
Meridian  and  Market  streets  intersect.  And  of  course 
you  will  be  welcome  to  stop  in  at  the  Department  of 


Indiana  Headquarters. 

Your  visit  to  Indianapolis  will  not  be  complete  with- 
out a trip  to  the  world-famous  Indianapolis  Motor 
Speedway  and  the  500  Racetrack.  But  don’t  overlook 
the  other  attractions  available  to  you,  including  our 
world-class  Indianapolis  Zoo,  Union  Station  and  the 
many  art  and  historical  museums  within  the  city.  If  you 
wish  to  learn  more  about  the  cultural  heritage  of  the 
Midwest,  we  suggest  you  visit  the  Conner  Prairie  Settle- 
ment for  a taste  of  life  in  the  1800s. 

The  more  than  140,000  members  of  The  American 
Legion  Department  of  Indiana  want  you  to  long 
remember  this  historic  occasion.  If  we  may  be  of  assis- 
tance to  you  during  your  visit,  please  call  upon  us. 


For  God  and  Country, 


RON  LOWE 


13 


® 1995  National  Rifle  Association 


“If  You  See  A Gun: 

Stop!  Don't  Tbuch, 
The  Area, 

Till  An  Adult." 


With  a firearm  present  in  about  half  of  all  American  households,  we  must 
teach  kids  what  to  do  should  they  find  a gun.  GUNS  ARE  NOT  TOYS.  That's  why 
the  National  Rifle  Association  has  reached  over  six  million  young  children 
and  their  parents  with  the  Eddie  Eagle®  Gun  Safety  Program. 

Designed  in  partnership  with  teachers,  school  administrators, 
curriculum  specialists,  urban  housing  safety  officials,  clinical 

psychologists  and  National  Rifle  Association  firearm 
safety  experts,  the  award-winning  Eddie  Eagle 
Program  teaches  preschool  through  sixth  grade 
children  a life-saving  message  through  a fast-paced 
animated  video  and  fun-filled  activity  books 
tailored  for  each  age  group.  The  program, 
available  in  three  levels,  utilizes  modern 
tactile/kinesthetic,  visual,  and  auditory 
learning  methods  and  is  adaptable  from  a 
five-day  plan  to  a short,  one-day  lesson. 
Recognized  for  its  success  by  the 
National  Safety  Council  and  the  National 
School  Public  Relations  Association,  the  Eddie 
Eagle  Program  is  the  only  teaching  tool  of  its 
kind.  The  state  legislatures  of  Florida,  Georgia, 
Nevada,  Texas  and  Vermont  have  all  passed 
resolutions  supporting  the  Eddie  Eagle  Program. 

Call  now  to  put  the  award-winning  Eddie  Eagle 
Program  in  your  curriculum. 


• INSTRUCTOR’S  PROGRAM  & 
DISCUSSION  GUIDE 

• STUDENT  WORKBOOKS 

• SEVEN-MINUTE  ANIMATED  VHS  VIDEO 
HOSTED  BY  TV  STAR  JASON  PRIESTLEY 

• REPRODUCIBLES 


• EDDIE  EAGLE  POSTER 

• STUDENT  REWARDS 

• PARENT  LETTER 

• MATERIALS  AVAILABLE 
IN  SPANISH 


For  information  call:  1-800-231-0752 


"We’ve  taught  the  Eddie  Eagle  Program  to  over  10, 000  young  students. 
Coincidentally,  on  a recent  class  outing,  several  second,  third  and  fourth  graders  stumbled 
across  a discarded  handgun.  Instead  of  touching  it,  they  all  ran  to  tell 
the  teacher  what  they'd  found.  They  said  they  remembered  Eddie's  safety  rules! 
Every  school  should  teach  the  Eddie  Eagle  Program. " 


- CHIEF  MICHAEL  DORN,  CAMPUS  POLICE  DEPARTMENT,  BIBB  COUNTY  BOARD  OF  EDUCATION,  MACON,  GEORGIA. 


77  th  Annual 
National  Convention 
of  The  American  Legion 


Indianapolis  Convention  Center 
Indianapolis,  Indiana 
August  31  - September  6,  1995 


Programs 

and 

Agendas 


“Let  me  assert  my 
firm  belief  that  the 
only  thing  we  have 
to  fear  is  fear 
itself.” 

Franklin  D.  Roosevelt 

Union  Federal  Savings  Bank  Trust  Services  wishes  the 
American  Legion  and  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  the 
best  of  conventions  and  a great  year. 

George  A.  Buskirk,  Jr. 

Senior  Vice  President  and  Trust  Services 
317-269-4830 
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* " * 
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World  War  II  Commemorated 


Your  Guide  to  WWII-related  Convention  Activities 


FIFTY  YEARS  ago  this  weekend,  Ameri- 
cans were  celebrating  in  the  streets.  The 
war  was  over.  The  Japanese  had  surren- 
dered and  our  troops  were  coming  home. 
To  honor  those  who  served,  The  American 
Legion  has  selected  “World  War  II  Com- 
memorated” as  its  theme  for  this  year’s 
National  Convention.  Throughout  the  con- 
vention, you  will  be  reminded  of  those  years 
by  several  events,  including  a parade,  fire- 
works show,  and  a film  festival. 

The  festival,  sponsored  by  The  History 
Channel  and  The  Military  Channel,  will  run 
continuously  in  four  mini-theaters  in  the 
Indiana  Convention  Center  from  Friday 
through  Monday,  featuring  WWII  docu- 
mentaries and  newsreels.  The  History 
Channel’s  documentary  about  Britain’s 
wartime  Prime  Minister,  “Churchill  and  the 
War  Cabinet  Rooms,”  will  hold  its  North 
American  premiere  at  the  festival.  Schedules 
of  all  shows  will  be  available  at  registration. 

In  addition,  the  Indiana  Convention 
Center  will  host  a number  of  WWII 
exhibits.  A tour  desk  has  information  about 
day  trips  to  an  air  show  in  Sellersburg,  Ind., 
and  the  Ernie  Pyle  visitors  center  in  Dana, 
Ind.  There  will  also  be  a booth  selling  WWII 
commemorative  items. 


Schedule  of  Events 


FRIDAY,  SEPTEMBER  1 
8:30AM-3:30pm  FILM  FESTIVAL 
Indiana  Convention  Center 
Rooms  147, 148, 160, 162 


SATURDAY,  SEPTEMBER  2 

8:30am-3:30pm  FILM  FESTIVAL 
Indiana  Convention  Center 
Rooms  147, 148, 160, 162 

9:04AM  SURRENDER  BELLS 
Scottish  Rite  Cathedral, 

650  N.  Meridian  St,,  downtown. 

The  official  anniversary  of  the 
surrender  of  the  Japanese  in  Tokyo 
Bay  will  be  marked  Saturday 
morning  by  the  tolls  from  the 
cathedral  and  many  other  churches 
city  wide. 


4pm  PARADE 

Beginning  at  the  corner  of  Michigan 
Street  and  Pennsylvania  Street  and 
will  run  south  on  Pennsylvania 
Street,  west  on  Ohio  Street,  north 
on  Meridian  Street  and  end  at  the 
corner  of  Meridian  Street  and  North 
Street.  In  addition  to  Departments, 
many  other  groups  will  march  in  the 
parade,  including  a muster  of  WWII 
veterans,  some  in  vintage  WWII 
uniforms,  accompanied  by  WWII 
tanks  and  other  vehicles;  WWII 
veterans  from  the  Women’s  Army 
Corps  (WACs),  Women  Airforce 
Service  Pilots  (WASPs),  Women 
Accepted  for  Volunteer  Emergency 
Service  (WAVES),  Marine  Corps 
Women’s  Reserve  and  the  Coast 
Guard  Women’s  Reserves  (SPARs), 
some  wearing  their  original 
uniforms  and  riding  in  military 
vehicles;  the  Boy  Scout  Band  of  the 
Crossroads  of  America  Council;  and 
units  of  the  Indiana  National  Guard. 
Survivors  of  the  USS  Indianapolis, 
sunk  in  World 

War  II,  will  ride  atop  a float  made 
in  replica  of  the  original  cruiser. 

A flyover  of  vintage  WWII  P-51 
fighter  planes  as  well  as  modern 
F-16s  will  top  off  the  parade 
events.  A hospitality  tent  will  be 
located  on  the  north  side  of  The 
American  Legion  Mall  with 
refreshments  and  entertainment. 
Buses  will  stop  close  to  the  tent  to 
take  Legionnaires  to  watch  the 
SkyConcert  fireworks  show. 

8:30PM  SKYCONCERT  ’95  FIREWORKS  SHOW 

Buses  will  take  Legionnaires  and 
their  families  from  the  parade  to 
the  banks  of  the  White  River, 
between  the  10th  Street  bridge  and 
New  York  Street  bridge.  The  show, 
sponsored  by  The  American  Legion, 
WENS-FM  and  WTHR-TV,  will 
feature  live  music,  fireworks,  a 
flyover  and  search  lights.  The 


finale  at  9p.m.  will  feature  search 
lights  in  a “V”  for  victory.  During 
the  show,  a VIP  tent  will  be 
available  for  the  commission 
chairmen’s  reception.  Buses  will 
take  people  back  to  the  Legion  Mall 
for  shuttle  transportation  to  hotels. 


SUNDAY,  SEPTEMBER  3 
8:30-1 1:30AM  FILM  FESTIVAL 
Indiana  Convention  Center 
Rooms  147, 148, 160, 162 


10:15AM  PATRIOTIC  RELIGIOUS  SERVICE 
Indiana  Convention  Center 

Halls  A & B 

Includes  songs  from  the  ’40s  and  a 
wreath-laying  ceremony  in  honor  of 
WWII  veterans. 


MONDAY,  SEPTEMBER  4 
8:30AM-3:3QPM  FILM  FESTIVAL 
Indiana  Convention  Center 
Rooms147, 148, 160, 162 

The  film  festival  will  also  include 
videos  of  selected  WWII 
Legionnaires  attending  the 
convention. 


9AM  NATIONAL  AMERICAN  LEGION 
CONVENTION,  OPENING  SESSION 

The  sessions  through  Sept.  6 will 
include  videos  of  Legionnaires 
recalling  their  WWII  memories. 

6:30PM  NATIONAL  COMMANDER’S 
BANQUET  FOR  DISTINGUISHED 
GUESTS 

Indiana  Convention  Center 
Sagamore  Ballroom,  2nd  floor 

A dinner-dance  featuring 
Nancy  Hays  & The  Bobby  Benson 
Orchestra  with  big-band  sounds  of 
the  ’40s. 
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COVERING  THE  ISSUES 
LIKE  NO  OTHER  MAGAZINE 


Fox  Associates,  Inc.,  national  advertising  sales  representatives 
for  THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  MAGAZINE, 
proudly  salutes  all  members  of  The  American  Legion. 


Programs  and  Agendas 


77th  National  Convention 
Patriotic  Religious  Service 


■ Indiana  Convention  Center 
Halls  A & B 


SUNDAY,  SEPTEMBER  3 


10:15AM  PRELUDE 

Medley  of  songs  from  the  1940s 
performed  by  the  Greenfield 
Community  Choir 


MESSAGE 

“Gratitude  To  Fallen  Comrades” 
Rev.  Roy  L.  Pryor  (S.C.) 

National  Chaplain 
The  American  Legion 


PRESENTATION  OF  MEMORIAL 
WREATHS 

Robert  W.  Spanogle  (Mich.) 
National  Adjutant 
The  American  Legion 


Caisson 

38th  Infantry  Division, 
Indiana  Army  National  Guard 


TAPS 

Rick  Woodward  (Ind.) 
Steve  Stickler 


MUSICAL  SELECTION 
God  Bless  America 


WELCOME 

Rev.  Norris  A.  Keirn  (Ind.) 
Department  Chaplain 
The  American  Legion 


Peggy  Sappenfield  (Ind.) 
National  Secretary 
American  Legion  Auxiliary 


BENEDICTION 
Mrs.  Jean  Buyer  (Ind.) 
Department  Chaplain 
American  Legion  Auxiliary 


POST  COLORS 

Speedway  Post  500  Color  Guard, 
Speedway,  Ind. 


INVOCATION  AND  PLEDGE  OF 

ALLEGIANCE 

Lester  Grummons  (N.Y.) 

National  Chaplain 

Sons  of  The  American  Legion 


ERNIE  PYLE  READING 


MUSICAL  PRESENTATION 
Greenfield  Community  Choir 


ERNIE  PYLE  READING 


MEMORIAL  PRAYER 
Mrs.  Verna  Vance  (Va.) 
National  Chaplain 
American  Legion  Auxiliary 


SCRIPTURES 

Deuteronomy  8 verses  1-8 
Ephesians  5 verses  19-21 
Rev.  James  R.  Wagner  (Miss.) 
Past  National  Chaplain 
The  American  Legion 


MUSICAL  SELECTION 
“Faith  of  Our  Fathers” 


Woodrow  L.  Mudge,  Jr.  (Colo.) 

National  Adjutant 

Sons  of  The  American  Legion 


Mrs.  Helen  Moore  (Ind.) 

La  Secretaire-Caissiere  Nationale 
Eight  and  Forty 


WWII  VETERANS  TRIBUTE 

(Presentation  of  Special  Memorial 
Wreath) 

William  M.  Detweiler  (La.) 

National  Commander 
The  American  Legion 


Mrs.  Linda  Newsome  (Md.) 
National  President 
American  Legion  Auxiliary 


Joseph  M.  Mayne  (Minn.) 
National  Commander 
Sons  of  The  American  Legion 


Mrs.  Mille  Harrold-Nierman 
Le  Chapeau  Nationale 
Eight  and  Forty 


CANDLE  OF  REMEMBRANCE 


POW/MIA  CEREMONY 
Michas  M.  Ohnstad  (Minn.) 
Past  National  Chaplain 
The  American  Legion 


RETIRE  COLORS 
POSTLUDE 


Don’t  duck  the  issues! 
Get  a subscription  to  the 
Dispatch  now  and  keep 
on  top  of  all  member- 
ship goals  and  dead- 
lines! 


Subscribe  at  convention 
and  receive  the  special 
rate  of  $12  and  our 
Dispatch  lapel  pin. 


The  Dispatch 

I un  paying  for  my  subscription  to  die  Dispatch  by  (check 

one):  check money  order VISA MC_ 

Charge  card  no. Exp.  date 


NAME 


STREET 


CITY  STATE  ZIP  CODE 
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Parade 


PARADE  MARSHALS 


GRAND  MARSHAL 
Rear  Admiral  Joseph  S. 

Mobley,  USN 

Commander,  Carrier  Group  2 


HONORARY  GRAND  MARSHAL 
Bruce  Thiesen  (Calif.) 

Past  National  Commander 
American  Legion  1993-94 


DEPUTY  GRAND  MARSHAL 

Brig.  Gen.  Steve  L.  Repichowski,  USAR 
Commanding  General,  123rd  United 
States  Army  Reserve  Command 
Indianapolis,  Ind. 


DEPUTY  GRAND  MARSHAL 

Brig.  Gen.  Earl  W.  Mabry,  USAF 
Wright-Patterson  A.F.B.,  Ohio 


DEPARTMENT  OF  DEFENSE 
COORDINATOR 

Mr.  Steve  Applegate 
Public  Affairs  Officer 
Naval  Air  Warfare  Center 
Aircraft  Division,  MS  6 
Indianapolis,  Ind. 


CONVENTION  CORPORATION 
PARADE  CHAIRMAN 

Maj.  Gen.  Charles  W.  Whitaker 
Military  Department  of  Indiana 
Indianapolis,  Ind. 


6 


The  Air 


% 


% 


^b>. 

% 


NORTH  STREET 


MICHIGAN  STREET 


◄ ONEWAY 


NEW  YORK  STREET 


ONE  WAY  ► 


Key 

Parade  Route: 


PARADE  INFORMATION 

■ SEPTEMBER  2,1995 
INDIANAPOLIS,  INDIANA 

■ START  TIME:  4 PM 

■ FORMATION  AREA 

Escort  Division 

Michigan  St.  and  Pennsylvania  St. 

Divisions  I through  VIII 
Pennsylvania  St.  north  of  Michigan  St. 
to  10th  St. 
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Programs  and  Agendas 


Parade 


Downtown  Indianapolis 

n Legion  1995  National  Convention 


NORTH  STREET 


IGAN  STREET 


RMONT  STREET 


NEW  YORK  STREET 


aS5  ◄ONEWAY 


ONEWAY  ► 


OHIO  STREET 


MARKET  STREET 


◄ ONEWAY  WASHINGTON  STREET 


n?H 


£ GEORGIA  STREET 


SOUTH  STREET 


Floats  from  Ft.  Wayne  Ave. 
north  to  Delaware  St. 

■ ROUTE 

Commencing  at  Pennsylvania 
St.  and  Michigan  St.,  proceed 
south  on  Pennyslvania  to 
Ohio,  west  on  Ohio  to 
Meridian,  north  on  Meridian 
to  Disbanding  Areas. 

■ REVIEWING  STAND 

Between  Vermont  St.  and 


Michigan  St.  on  the  east  side 
of  Meridian  St.  just  west  of 
the  Indiana  War  Memorial. 


■ DISBANDING  AREAS 
Walnut  from  Meridian  to 
Illinois 

St.  Clair  from  Meridian  to 
Illinois 

9th  St.  from  Meridian  to 
Illinois 


PARADE  RULES 


The  official  Parade  of  the  77th 
National  Convention  of  The 
American  Legion  will  be  gov- 
erned by  instructions  con- 
tained herein  together  with  the 
Organization  and  March 
Timetable  and  Assembly  and 
Disbanding  Area  Map  which 
are  made  a part  hereof. 

■ TIME  All  times  in  these 
orders  are  Central  Daylight 
Time 

A.  The  leading  element  of  the 
Parade  will  move  from  the 
“Initial  Point”  (Michigan  St. 
and  Pennsylvania  St.)  promptly 
at  4 p.m.,  Saturday,  Sept.  2, 
regardless  of  weather. 

B.  The  time  and  place  of 
assembly  for  each  Department 
or  element  of  the  parade  will 
be  shown  in  detail  on  the 
Organization  and  March 
Timetable,  a copy  of  which  has 
been  sent  to  each  Department 
Parade  Chairman.  A Meeting 
of  all  Department  Parade 
Chairmen  will  be  held  at  1 
p.m.,  Friday,  Sept.  1 in  Rooms 
143  and  144  of  the  Indiana 
Convention  Center. 

C.  A parade  official  will  direct 
Departments  and  elements  of 
the  parade  to  their  assigned 
assembly  area.  He  will  advise 
all  bus  drivers  of  the  route  to 
follow  to  the  disbanding  area. 

D.  Because  of  the  nature  of 
the  assembly  area,  accurate 
logistics  are  essential. 
PROMPTNESS  IN  ARRIVAL  AT 
THE  ASSEMBLY  AREA  IS 
MANDATORY. 

■ ROUTE  Commencing  at 
Pennsylvania  St.  and  Michigan 
St.  proceeding  south  on  Penn- 
sylvania to  Ohio  St.,  west  on 
Ohio  to  Meridian  St.,  north  on 
Meridian  to  disbanding  area. 

■ ASSEMBLY  AREA  Pennsylva- 
nia St.  north  of  Michigan  St. 
to  10th  St. 

A.  Instructions  for  each 
Department  will  be  furnished 
by  the  Parade  Committee  at 
the  meeting  of  the  Department 
Parade  Chairmen  on  Friday, 


Sept.  1. 

B.  Floats  and  vehicles  (indi- 
cated with  an  asterisk)  assem- 
bly area  will  be  on  Ft.  Wayne 
Ave.,  north  to  Delaware  St. 

■ ORGANIZATION 

A.  All  elements  have  been 
assigned  to  Divisions,  each 
under  the  direction  of  the 
parade  officials.  The  composi- 
tion of  these  Divisions,  Order 
of  March  and  time  and  place 
of  assembly  is  shown  on  the 
Organization  and  March 
Timetables  and  Assembly  and 
Disbanding  Area  Map  supplied 
to  the  Department  Parade 
Chairmen. 

B.  All  Department  of  Defense 
units  will  be  governed  by 
applicable  regulations. 

C.  Each  Department  Com- 
mander or  appointed  parade 
representative  will  be  re- 
sponsible for  the  Order  of 
March  and  promptness  of 
arrival  at  the  assembly  area  of 
all  units  of  his  Department.  All 
units  will  conform  to  the  fol- 
lowing distribution  and  forma- 
tion: 

1.  All  American  Flags,  the 
Department  and  Post  Col- 
ors of  each  Department  and 
the  Department  and  Unit 
Colors  of  each  Department 
of  the  Auxiliary  will  be 
massed  at  the  head  of  each 
Department  Delegation  in 
that  order. 

2.  American  Legion  Units 
within  Departments  will 
march  in  formation  eight 
abreast,  one  and  one-half 
yards  between  ranks. 

3.  BANDS  AND  DRUM 
CORPS:  As  directed  by 
Drum  Majors,  but  not  to 
exceed  eight  abreast. 

4.  Authorized  floats  and 
automobiles  in  single  col- 
umn. No  unauthorized 
floats  or  automobiles  will 
be  allowed  to  participate. 
All  vehicles  must  be 
equipped  with  identifying 
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PARADE 

RULES 

signs  on  sides  thereof  and  must  also 
carry  an  “OFFICIAL  CAR’’  sticker  on 
the  windshield. 

5.  ABSOLUTELY  NO  MANEUVERS 
EXCEPT  FOR  A FORWARD  MOVEMENT. 
Marching  units,  bands,  color  guards 
and  drill  teams  must  abide  by  this  reg- 
ulation. 

0.  Distances 

1.  Between  Divisions— 30  yards 

2.  Between  Departments— 20  yards 

3.  Between  elements  of  a Depart- 
ment— 10  yards 

■ DISBANDING  AREA  Walnut  St.  from 
Meridian  St.  to  Illinois  St. 

St.  Clair  St.  from  Meridian  St.  to  Illinois  St. 

9th  St.  from  Meridian  St.  to  Illinois  St. 

■ OFFICIAL  REVIEWING  STAND  The  offi- 
cial Reviewing  Stand  will  he  located 
between  Vermont  St.  and  Michigan  St.  on 
the  east  side  of  Meridian  St.  just  west  of 
the  Indiana  War  Memorial. 


DISPATCH 


Who's  on  first? 
Find  out  where  Who 
ended  up  at  The 
American  Legion 
Baseball  World  Series  in 
the  Dispatch. 

Subscribe  now  through 
Sept.  30th  and  receive 
the  special  rate  of  $12 
and  our  Dispatch  pin! 


The  Dispatch 

I am  paying  for  my  subscription  to  the  Dispatch  by  (check 

one):  check money  order VISA MC 

Charge  card  no. Exp.  dale 


NAME 


STREET 


CITY 


ZIP  CODE 


Parade 


MARCHING 

ORDER 


Elements  will  render  a salute  to  the 
National  Commander  while  passing  the 
Reviewing  Stand  (eyes  right). 

■ ELIGIBILITY  TO  PARTICIPATE  IN  THE 
PARADE  AND  CONDUCT  OF  PARTICIPANTS 

A.  Pursuant  to  the  resolution  adopted  at  a 
meeting  of  the  National  Convention  Com- 
mission at  Miami  Beach  on  March  12, 
1970,  there  will  be  no  participation  of  any 
vehicles,  equipment  or  items  of  wearing 
apparel  of  the  40  et  8.  This  regulation  will 
be  enforced  by  the  Parade  Committee  of 
the  1995  Convention  Corporation. 

B.  With  exception  of  police,  military  and 
naval  escort,  and  distinguished  guests, 
eligibility  to  participate  in  the  parade  is 
limited  to  the  members  of  The  American 
Legion  and  the  uniform  bodies  of  the 
American  Legion  Auxiliary  and  Sons  of 
The  American  Legion,  subject  to  restric- 
tion of  the  following  activities  which  shall 
be  prohibited  in  the  line  of  march: 

1.  The  drinking  of  or  simulated  drink- 
ing of  intoxicants. 

2.  Participants  under  the  influence  of 
intoxicants. 

3.  Use  of  water  pistols  and  electric 
shocking  devices. 

4.  Female  impersonators. 

5.  Firecrackers  and  any  other  explo- 
sives. 

6.  Any  presentation  or  representation 
either  immoral  or  in  bad  taste. 

7.  Distribution  of  souvenirs,  promotion- 
al or  advertising  materials,  either  from 
floats  or  by  marching  units. 

C.  Violators  of  any  of  the  above  rules  will 
be  dismissed  from  the  parade  immediately. 

■ FIRST  AID  STATIONS  First  Aid  Stations 

are  iocated  at  the  corners  of  Pennsylvania 
and  North  streets;  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania; 
Vermont  and  Meridian;  and  St.  Clair  and 
Meridian  streets. 

■ PARKING  OF  CHARTERED  OR  POST 
BUSES  Buses  will  unload  at  the  assigned 
area  on  Delaware  St.  north  of  Michigan, 
west  curb  lane.  Buses  will  proceed  north 
on  Delaware  to  10th  St.,  west  on  10th  St. 
to  Capitol,  south  on  Capitol  to  North  St., 
east  on  North  St.  to  Illinois,  north  on  Illi- 
nois to  Assigned  Disbanding  Area,  east 
Curb  Lane.  Parade  officials  will  direct 
participants  to  their  buses.  PERSONAL 
BELONGINGS  AND  ALL  EQUIPMENT  MUST 
BE  REMOVED  FROM  THE  BUSES  WHEN 
UNLOADING  AT  THE  ASSEMBLY  AREA. 


■ ESCORT  DIVISION 

Assemble  at  the  Corner  of  Michigan  St.  and 
Pennsylvania  St.  Facing  east  on  Michigan  at 
3:15  p.m. 

Departure  at  4 p.m. 

A.  Indianapolis  Police  Department 
Motorcycle  Drill  Team 

B.  Indianapolis  Fire  Department 

C.  Military  Department  of  Indiana 
Ceremonial  Unit  Mounted  Color  Guard 

D.  38th  Infantry  Division  Band 

E.  Grand  Marshal  Rear  Admiral 
Joseph  S.  Mobley,  USN 

F.  Honorary  Grand  Marshal 
Bruce  A.  Thiesen,  Past  National 
Commander 

G.  Deputy  Grand  Marshals 

H.  U.S.  Army 

I.  U.S.  Marine  Corps 

J.  U.S.  Navy 

K U.S.  Air  Force 

L.  U.S.  Air  Force,  Jet  Aircraft  F-16  Replica 

M.  U.S.  Coast  Guard 

■ DIVISION  I 

Assemble  west  Side  of  Pennsylvania  St.  at 
Michigan  St.  Facing  south  in  Area  A at 
3:40  p.m. 

1.  Joliet  American  Legion  Band  Post  1284, 
Joliet,  III.,  National  Champions  (85) 

2.  Speedway  Post  500  Honor  Guard, 
Speedway,  Ind.  (12) 

3.  National  Commander  William  M. 
Detweiler  (1)  1942  Sedan 

4.  National  Officers 

5.  National  Auxiliary  President  Linda 
Newsome  (1)  1942  Sedan 

6.  National  Secretary  (1) 

7.  National  Auxiliary  Officers 

8.  Past  National  Commanders  (20) 

9.  Society  of  The  American  Legion 
Founders  (2) 

10.  The  American  Legion  Youth  Award 
Winners  (5) 

11.  Child  Welfare  Foundation  Elements  (15) 

12.  Arsenal  Technical  High  School 
Marching  Band,  Indianapolis,  Ind.  (65) 

12a.  VA  Bus 

13.  SAL  Past  National  Commanders 

1 4.  Sons  of  The  American  Legion  (1 50) 

15.  Junior  Auxiliary  (65) 

15a.  Foreign  & Outlying  Departments 
Mexico  (15) 

Alaska  (47) 

Puerto  Rico  (40) 

France  (15) 
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Hawaii  (15) 

Philippines  (30) 

ALL  COLOR  GUARDS  WILL  MARCH  WITH 

THEIR  DEPARTMENTS 

■ DIVISION  II 

East  side  of  Pennsylvania  St.  at  Michigan  St. 

Area  B,  Facing  south  at  3:55  p.m. 

16.  Chesterton  High  School  Trojan  Guard 
Marching  Band,  Chesterton,  IN  (110) 

*16a.  General  Douglas  MacArthur 
Re-enactor  riding  on  Jeep 

17.  Massing  of  World  War  II  Veterans  (500) 

18.  Ropkey  WWII  Vehicles  (5-7  vehicles) 

19.  WWII  Vintage  Motorcycles  (6) 

20.  WWII  Women  In  Service 

21.  Pioneer  High  School  Marching  Band 
and  Color  Guard,  Logansport,  ind.  (91) 

22.  WWII  Re-enactors  (12-15) 

22a.  Celtic  Cross  Pipe  Band 

■ DIVISION  III 

Assemble  in  Staging  Area  A at  4:10  p.m. 

23.  Greensburg  High  School  Marching 
Band,  Greensburg,  IN  (100) 

24.  Delaware  (20) 

25.  Florida  (100) 

26.  Vermont  (52) 

Color  Guard  (8) 

27.  Michigan  (100) 

Color  Guard  (6) 

28.  The  Hornet  Regiment,  Lew  Wallace 
High  School,  Gary,  Ind.  (65) 

29.  New  Mexico  (40) 

Color  Guard  (4)  3 Vehicles 

30.  Utah  (27) 

31.  Nebraska  (75) 

Color  Guard  (4) 

*32.  Indianapolis  Regional  Blood  Center 
Mobile  Unit 

33.  North  Dakota  (40) 

Color  Guard  (4) 

34.  Minnesota  Ninth  District  Band  (80) 

35.  Minnesota  (500) 

Tri-City  Color  Guard  (30) 

Northfield  Color  Guard  (3) 

■ DIVISION  IV 

Assemble,  in  Staging  Area  B at  4:30  p.m. 

36.  Riverton  Parke  High  School  Panther 
Marching  Band,  Montezuma,  Ind.  (61) 

37.  Iowa  (100) 

Pure  Heaven  Unit  37  Color  Guard  (7) 
Guthrie  Center  Post  124  Color  Guard  (7) 
Blairstown  Post  170  Color  Guard  (6) 
Hanford  Post  5 Color  Guard  (4) 
Shenandoah  Post  88  Color  Guard  (10) 

*38.  Floats— Bondurant,  Iowa,  Post  396, 
WWII  Vehicle 

*39.  Third  District,  Tomb  of  Unknown  Soldier 

40.  Ohio  (130) 

Post/Unit  526  Color  Guard  (15) 
Post/Unit  165  Color  Guard  (15) 

Unit  86  Color  Guard  (6) 

Post  173  Color  Guard  (8) 


Post  430  Color  Guard  (8) 

Squadron  209  Color  Guard  (8) 

Post  239  Color  Guard  (8) 

*41.  Iwo  Jima  Float,  Franklin,  Ind.,  Post  149 

42.  Missouri  (60) 

Post  370  Apple  Core  Color  Guard  (8) 

43.  Missouri  State  Highway  Patrol  (1) 

44.  Pennsylvania  (250) 

45.  Oconomowoc,  Wis.,  American  Legion 
Band  (50) 

46.  Wisconsin  (100) 

47.  Idaho  (20) 

Color  Guard  (4)  2 Vehicles 

48.  Arlington  High  School  Golden  Knights 
Marching  Band,  Indianapolis,  Ind.  (90) 

49.  Maryland  (100) 

Henderson  Smith  Edmonds  Post  86  (8) 
Henderson  Smith  Edmonds  Post  86  (8) 
Parkville  Patriots  (13) 

Blake-Blackston  Color  Guard  (7) 

■ DIVISION  V 

Assemble  in  Staging  Area  A at  4:50  p.m. 

50.  North  Vermillion  High  School  Marching 
Falcon  Band,  Cayuga,  Newport  & 
Perrysville,  Ind.  (52) 

51.  Georgia  (75) 

Conyers  Post  77,  Color  Guard  (6) 

52.  New  Hampshire  (90) 

Department  Color  Guard  (4) 

Post  4 Color  Guard  (4) 

53.  South  Dakota  (30) 

54.  New  York  American  Legion  Post  188 
Band (84) 

55.  Arizona  (35) 

56.  Virginia  (80) 

57.  American  Legion  Band  of  the 
Tonawandas  Post  264  (100) 

58.  New  York  (250) 

Department  Color  Guard  (6) 

59.  Cathedral  High  School  Band, 
Indianapolis,  Ind.  (60) 

60.  Illinois  (200) 

61.  Montana  (20) 

■ DIVISION  VI 

Assemble  in  Staging  Area  B at  5:10  p.m. 

62.  Concordia  Lutheran  High  School 
Marching  Cadets,  Ft.  Wayne,  Ind.  (80) 

63.  West  Virginia  (40) 

Department  Color  Guard  (5) 

64.  Massachusetts  (70) 

Dedham  Post  18  Color  Guard  (6) 
Sharon  Post  106  Color  Guard  (6) 

65.  Garrett  High  School  Railroaders  Band, 
Garrett,  Ind.  (70) 

66.  Colorado  (50) 

Color  Guard  (4) 

67.  Kansas  (65) 

Department  Banner  (4) 

Department  Color  Guard  (4) 

Massed  Colors  (15) 

68.  Connecticut  (35) 

Color  Guard  (4) 


69.  Shenandoah  High  School  Raider  Band, 
Middletown,  Ind.  (74) 

70.  Wyoming  (12) 

Color  Guard  (4) 

71.  Oregon  (24) 

72.  Maine  (25) 

■ DIVISION  VII 

Assemble  in  Staging  Area  A at  5:30  p.m. 

73.  Frankton  High  School  Marching  Band, 
Frankton,  Ind.  (68) 

74.  Tennessee  (50) 

Donelson  Post  8 Color  Guard  (4) 

75.  Kentucky  (125) 

Highland  Color  Guard  (5) 

76.  New  Jersey  (70) 

Color  Guard  (4) 

77.  Rhode  Island  (35)  2 Vehicles 

78.  South  Carolina  (40) 

79.  Indian  Creek  High  School  Marching 
Braves,  Trafalgar,  Ind.  (60) 

80.  North  Carolina  (45) 

Department  Color  Guard  (4) 

81.  Oklahoma  (50) 

*82.  Spirit  of  Naval  Aviation  Monument— 35‘ 
pulled  trailer 

83.  California  (50) 

Color  Guard  (8) 

■ DIVISION  VIII 

Assemble  in  Staging  Area  B at  5:50  p.m. 

84.  Bishop  Chatard  High  School  Band, 
Indianapolis,  Ind.  (50) 

85.  Mississippi  (40) 

86.  Washington  (12) 

87.  Texas  (150) 

Houston  Post  472  Color  Guard 
*88.  Float— Longhorn  Bull,  Department  of 
Texas 

89.  Alabama  (10)  2 Vehicles 

90.  Northwest  High  School  Marching 
Pioneers,  Indianapolis,  Ind.  (50) 

91.  Louisiana  (75) 

92.  District  of  Columbia  (15) 

93.  Arkansas  (30) 

Flag  and  Banner  Guard  (4) 

94.  Nevada  (10) 

*95.  Indianapolis  Motorcycle  Drill  Team  (25) 

96.  Seventh  District  American  Legion  Band, 
lnd.(18) 

97.  Indiana  (300) 

Post  500  Color  Guard  (12) 

Post  178  Color  Guard  (7) 

Post  2 Men’s  Color  Guard  (17) 

Post  2 Women’s  Color  Guard  (16) 

Post  331  Color  Guard  (8) 

*98.  Indiana  Post  228  Float— “To  Honor  Not 
To  Burn” 

*99.  Post  258  fire  truck  “The  General 
Locomotive” 

*100.  Post  81  1957  Truck 

*101.  Post  155  Float,  70  “Statue  of  Liberty” 
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Convention  Committee  Meetings 


RESOLUTIONS  ASSIGNMENT 
COMMITTEE 

Indiana  Convention  Center 

Room  210,  2nd  level  Aug.  30-Sept.  2,  9am 


Screening  Committee  Meetings 


THURSDAY,  AUGUST  31 

AMERICANISM  SCREENING 

Indiana  Convention  Center 

Room  113, 1st  level  9am 

ECONOMIC  SCREENING 

Indiana  Convention  Center 

Room  114, 1st  level  9am 

VA&R  SCREENING 

Indiana  Convention  Center 

Room  115, 1st  level  9am 


Standing  Commissions  & Committees 


FRIDAY,  SEPTEMBER  1 

The  following  Convention  Committees 
will  be  composed  of  one  delegate  from  each 
Department.  Initial  meetings  of  Convention 
Committees  will  be  at  the  time  and  place 
shown  below.  Subsequent  meetings  will  be 
at  the  call  of  the  chairmen.  Meetings  of 
Convention  Committees  normally  will  be 
closed  to  all  except  committee  members. 

AMERICAN  LEGION  LIFE  INSURANCE 


The  Westin  Hotel 

Congress  1, 1st  floor  9am 

AMERICANISM 

Indiana  Convention  Center 

Rooms  103-104, 1st  level  9am 

CHILDREN  & YOUTH 

Indiana  Convention  Center 

Room  116, 1st  level  9am 

CONSTITUTION  & BY-LAWS 

Indiana  Convention  Center 

Room  113, 1st  level  9am 

CONVENTION 

The  Westin  Hotel 

Board  Room,  3rd  floor  9am 

DISTINGUISHED  GUESTS 

Indiana  Convention  Center 

Room  143, 1st  level  9AM 

ECONOMIC 

Indiana  Convention  Center 

Room  109, 1st  level  9am 

EMBLEM 

The  Westin  Hotel 

Senate  1,  2nd  floor  8:30am 

FINANCE 

The  Westin  Hotel 

Senate  2 & 3,  2nd  floor  8:30AM 


FOREIGN  RELATIONS  JOINT  MEETING 
WITH  NATIONAL  SECURITY 

Indiana  Convention  Center 

Rooms  206-207,  2nd  level  9am 

FOREIGN  RELATIONS 

Indiana  Convention  Center 

Room  205,  2nd  level  1:30pm 

FOREIGN  RELATIONS 
SUBCOMMITTEES 

(Subcommittees  will  meet  immediately 


following  the  Joint  Session.) 

INTERNAL  AFFAIRS 

Indiana  Convention  Center 

Room  101, 1st  level  9am 

MEMBERSHIP  & POST  ACTIVITIES 

Indiana  Convention  Center 

Room  102, 1st  level  9am 

LEGISLATIVE 

Indiana  Convention  Center 

Room  140, 1st  level  9am 

NATIONAL  SECURITY  JOINT  MEETING 
WITH  FOREIGN  RELATIONS 

Indiana  Convention  Center 

Rooms  206-207,  2nd  level  9am 

NATIONAL  SECURITY  COMMISSION 

Indiana  Convention  Center 

Rooms  206-207,  2nd  level  1pm 


NATIONAL  SECURITY  COMMITTEES 

(Immediately  following  Commission 
Session) 

MILITARY  AFFAIRS 

Indiana  Convention  Center 
Room  146, 1st  level 

GENERAL  SECURITY  AD  HOC 

Indiana  Convention  Center 
Room  141, 1st  level 

AEROSPACE 

Indiana  Convention  Center 
Room  150, 1st  level 

DEFENSE  CIVIL  PREPAREDNESS 

Indiana  Convention  Center 
Room  201, 2nd  level 

LAW  AND  ORDER 

Indiana  Convention  Center 
Room  202,  2nd  level 

MERCHANT  MARINE 

Indiana  Convention  Center 
Room  203,  2nd  level 

NAVAL  AFFAIRS 

Indiana  Convention  Center 
Room  204,  2nd  level 

PUBLIC  RELATIONS 

Indiana  Convention  Center 

Room  139, 1st  level  9am 


THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  MAGAZINE 

Indiana  Convention  Center 

Room  111,  1st  level  9am 

VETERANS  AFFAIRS  AND 
REHABILITATION 

Rooms  105-106, 1st  level  9am 


Convention  Committees 


SATURDAY,  SEPTEMBER  2 


AMERICANISM 

Indiana  Convention  Center 

Rooms  103-104, 1st  level  8:30AM 

COUNTER-SUBVERSIVE  ACTIVITIES 

Indiana  Convention  Center 

Room  144, 1st  level  9am 

IMMIGRATION  AND  NATURALIZATION 

Indiana  Convention  Center 

Rooms  1 03-104, 1 st  level  9am 

YOUTH  ACTIVITIES 

Indiana  Convention  Center 

Room  113, 1st  level  9am 

CHILDREN  & YOUTH 

Indiana  Convention  Center 

Room  116, 1st  level  9am 

CONSTITUTIONAL  AMENDMENTS 

Indiana  Convention  Center 

Room  143, 1st  level  9am 


CREDENTIALS  AND  INTERNAL  AFFAIRS 

Credentials  and  Other  Internal  Matters 

Sections  I & II 

Indiana  Convention  Center 

Room  101, 1st  level  9am 

MEMBERSHIP 

Section  III 

Indiana  Convention  Center 

Room  102, 1st  level  9am 

ECONOMIC 

(Employment,  Veterans  Preference  and 
Other  Economic  Matters) 

Indiana  Convention  Center 

Rooms  109-110,1  st  level  9am 

EMBLEM 

The  Westin  Hotel 

Cabinet  Room,  1st  Floor  8:30am 

FINANCE 

The  Westin  Hotel 

Senate  1-2-3,  2nd  floor  9am 

FOREIGN  RELATIONS  JOINT  MEETING 

Indiana  Convention  Center 

Room  205,  2nd  level  8:30am 

FOREIGN  RELATIONS 
SUBCOMMITTEES 

(Subcommittees  will  meet  immediately 
following  Joint  Session) 

LEGISLATION  AND  RULES 

Indiana  Convention  Center 

Room  209,  2nd  level  10am 
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NATIONAL  SECURITY  JOINT  MEETING 

(Includes  Aerospace,  Defense  Civil 
Preparedness,  Law  and  Order,  Merchant 
Marine,  Military  Affairs  and  Naval  Affairs) 
Indiana  Convention  Center 
Rooms  206-207,  2nd  level  9am 

NATIONAL  SECURITY  COMMITTEES 

(Immediately  following  Joint  Meeting) 

MILITARY  AFFAIRS 

Indiana  Convention  Center 
Room  146, 1st  level 

GENERAL  SECURITY  AD  HOC 

Indiana  Convention  Center 
Room  141, 1st  level 

AEROSPACE 

Indiana  Convention  Center 
Room  150, 1st  level 

DEFENSE  CIVIL  PREPAREDNESS 

Indiana  Convention  Center 
Room  201, 2nd  level 

LAW  AND  ORDER 

Indiana  Convention  Center 
Room  202,  2nd  level 


TWENTY  AND  FOUR 

Ramada  Inn  Indianapolis 
Pre-Bivouac  Wed.,  Aug.  30, 

Champagne  Room 
Bivouac  Thurs.,  Aug.  31, 

Champagne  Room 
Banquet  Thurs.,  Aug.  31,  State  Room 

HISTORIANS’  AND  FOUNDERS’ 
LUNCHEON  & MEETING 

Indianapolis  Athletic  Club 
Luncheon  Sat.,  Sept.  2,11  :45am 
Parlor  Room,  5th  floor 

ANAVICUS 

Army,  Navy  and  Air  Force 
Veterans  in  Canada 
The  Westin  Hotel 

Breakfast  Meeting  Sun.,  Sept.  3,  7am 
Grand  Ballroom,  Salons  4 & 5,  2nd  floor 

NATIONAL  ORGANIZATION  OF 
WORLD  WAR  NURSES  REUNION 

The  Westin  Hotel  Sun.,  Sept.  3,  11am 
Cameral  Room,  1st  floor 

FODPAL 

The  Westin  Hotel 

Breakfast  Meeting  Sat.,  Sept.  2,  7am 
Grand  Ballroom,  Salons  1,2,3,  2nd  floor 

NATIONAL  SGT.-AT-ARMS  CLUB 

The  Westin  Hotel 

General  Meeting  Sun.,  Sept.  3,  10am 

Council  Room,  1st  floor 
Luncheon  Sun.,  Sept.  3,  noon 

Chamber  Room,  1st  Floor 


MERCHANT  MARINE 

Indiana  Convention  Center 
Room  203,  2nd  level 

NAVAL  AFFAIRS 

Indiana  Convention  Center 
Room  204,  2nd  level 

GENERAL  SECURITY  MEETING 
(ALL  COMMITTEES) 

Indiana  Convention  Center 
Rooms  206-207,  2nd  level 

VETERANS  AFFAIRS  AND 
REHABILITATION 

CLAIMS  & RATING  AND  HOSPITALS  & 
MEDICAL  SERVICES  JOINT  MEETING 

Indiana  Convention  Center 
Rooms  1 05-1 06, 1 st  level  9am 

(Hospitals  & Medical  Services  will 
proceed  to  separate  session  in  Room  107, 
1st  level  and  subsequently  return  to  Joint 
Session  following  Subcommittee  actions 
on  resolutions) 


NATIONAL  AMERICAN  LEGION 
PRESS  ASSOCIATION  (NALPA) 

The  Westin  Hotel 

Breakfast  Sat.,  Sept.  2,  8am 

(Executive  Board  members  only) 
Congress  Room  II,  1st  floor 
Meeting  Sat.,  Sept.  2,  10am 

The  Westin  Hotel 
Capitol  Ballroom  1, 1st  floor 
Banquet  Sun.,  Sept.  3,  7pm 

The  Westin  Hotel 
Capitol  Ballroom  1, 1st  floor 

PAST  DEPARTMENT 
COMMANDERS’  CLUB 

The  Westin  Hotel 

Luncheon  Sat.,  Sept.  2,  noon 

Grand  Ballroom,  Salons  4 & 5, 2nd  floor 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER’S  BANQUET 
FOR  DISTINGUISHED  GUESTS 

Indiana  Convention  Center 

Mon.,  Sept.  4,  6:30pm 
Sagamore  Ballroom,  2nd  floor 

AMERICAN  LEGION  AUXILIARY 

Indiana  Convention  Center 
States  Dinner  Tues.,  Sept.  5,  7:15pm 
Hall  D,  1st  floor 
100  S.  Capitol  Ave. 

EIGHT  AND  FORTY 

Ramada  Plaza 
Meridian  Ballroom 

Installation  Dinner  Sat.,  Sept.  9,  7pm 


NATIONAL  CONVENTION  PARADE 
MEETING 

Indiana  Convention  Center 
Rooms  143-144, 1st  level 

Sept.  1,  1pm 

CONTESTS  REPRESENTATIVES 
MEETING 

Indiana  Convention  Center 
Room  110, 1st  level 

Sept.  1,  2pm 

SAL  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  MEETING 

Indiana  Convention  Center 
Room  208,  2nd  level 

Sept.  1, 4PM 

SAL  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

Indiana  Convention  Center 
Sagamore  Ballroom  I & II,  2nd  level 

Sept.  1,  7pm 

SAL  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

Indiana  Convention  Center 
Sagamore  Ballroom  I & II,  2nd  level 

Sept.  2,  9am 

NATIONAL  CONVENTION  PARADE 

Sept.  2,  4pm 

NATIONAL  CONVENTION 
SERGEANTS-AT-ARMS  MEETING 

Indiana  Convention  Center 
Halls  A-B,  1st  level 

Sept.  3,  8:30AM 

SAL  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

Indiana  Convention  Center 
Sagamore  Ballroom  I & II,  2nd  level 

Sept.  3,  8:30AM 

PATRIOTIC  MEMORIAL  SERVICE 

Indiana  Convention  Center 
Halls  A-B,  1st  level 

Sept.  3, 10:15AM 

SAL  POST  NEC  MEETING 

Indiana  Convention  Center 
Sagamore  Ballroom  I & II,  2nd  level 

Sept.  3,  1-2pm 


1995  Reunions  and  Dinners 
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Coming  Soon 

A New  Member  Benefit 
for  The  American  Legion 

and 

Sons  of  The  American  Legion 

Members! 

Beginning  October  1,  1995 
A Nationwide  discount 
prescription  program 

Watch  the  September  issue  of 
The  American  legion  Magazine  for  details 

and  visit  our  booth  at 
National  Convention. 


Designed  for  The  American  Legion 
by  Seabury  & Smith  and 
administered  by  RxAmerica,  Inc. 


(Not  available  in  the  state  of  Maryland. 

The  Department  of  Maryland  has  its  own  program). 


Committee  & Commission  Annual  Reports 


Standing  Rules  of  the  National  Convention 


The  following  are  the  Standing  Rules  of 
the  National  Convention  as  contained  in 
the  “Uniform  Code  Of  Procedure  For  The 
Organization  Of  National  Conventions  Of 
The  American  Legion,”  authorized  under 
Article  V,  Section  6,  of  the  National  Con- 
stitution of  The  American  Legion. 

STANDING  RULES  OF 
THE  NATIONAL 
CONVENTION 

1.  Robert’s  Revised  Rules  of  Order  shall 
be  the  authority  on  parliamentary  proce- 
dure, with  the  following  modifications: 

2.  A delegate  desiring  to  make  a motion  or 
address  the  Convention  shall  rise,  address 
the  Chair  as  “Mr.  Commander”  and  state 
his  name  and  the  name  of  the  Department 
before  proceeding. 

3.  Debate  shall  be  limited  to  five  minutes 
for  each  speaker. 

4.  Debate  on  any  one  subject  presented  to 
the  Convention  shall  be  limited  to  two 
hours  except  under  such  special  rule  as 
the  Convention  shall  adopt  prior  to 
debate. 

5.  But  two  delegates  from  any  one  delega- 
tion shall  be  permitted  the  floor  on  any 
one  question.  Where  disagreement  exists 
within  a delegation,  one  delegate  shall  be 
permitted  to  speak  on  each  side  of  the 
question.  Upon  a division  of  the  question, 
however,  this  rule  shall  be  applied  sepa- 
rately for  each  division. 

6.  The  floor  shall  be  permitted  but  once  to 
any  individual  delegate  on  any  one  ques- 
tion, except  by  a two-thirds  vote  of  the 
Convention.  Chairmen  of  Convention  Com- 
mittees may  speak  as  frequently  as  may 
be  necessary  in  connection  with  the 
reports  of  their  committees.  The  Presiding 
Officer  shall  not  entertain  any  motion 
which  will  curtail  further  debate  without 
affording  the  Committee  Chairman  an 
opportunity  for  rebuttal. 

7.  Decisions  on  Rules  of  Debate  or  parlia- 
mentary order  by  the  Presiding  Officer 
may  be  subject  to  appeal  by  any  two  dele- 
gates under  a Point  of  Order.  Such  appeal 
shall  take  precedence  over  any  pending 
questions  and  shall  be  decided  forthwith. 
An  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair 
shall  be  put  to  the  Convention  on  the 
question:  “Shall  the  Chair  be  sustained?” 

8.  When  the  poll  of  any  Department  Dele- 
gation is  demanded  by  a delegate  of  such 
Department,  the  Convention  Secretary 
shall  poll  the  vote  without  discussion  of 
the  question  being  voted  upon. 

9.  On  the  Roll  Calls,  the  delegation  Chair- 
man shall  poll  his  delegation  on  the  floor 
and  announce  its  vote. 

10.  In  the  event  a delegation  secretary  is 


not  an  accredited  delegate  or  alternate, 
he  shall  be  seated  with  his  delegation. 

11.  Past  National  Commanders’  votes 
shall  be  cast  with  their  delegations. 

12.  Only  accredited  delegates  or  their 
alternates  shall  participate,  directly  or 
indirectly,  in  a viva  voce  vote  on  any  sub- 
ject before  the  Convention. 

13.  Department  delegations  may  arrive  at 
a vote  in  such  manner  as  they  choose,  but 
shall  announce  it  in  terms  of  full  units  and 
not  in  terms  of  a fractional  part  of  a vote. 
The  vote  of  any  delegate  absent  and  not 
represented  by  an  alternate  shall  be  cast 
by  the  majority  of  the  delegates  present 
from  his  Department. 

14.  There  shall  be  no  unit  rule  of  voting. 

15.  Voting  shall  be  by  acclamation,  except 
when  a Roll  Call  is  demanded  by  the 
Chairman  of  at  least  three  Departments. 
Election  of  National  Officers  shall  be  by 
roll  call. 

16.  In  the  event  a Department  has  not 
provided  the  method  by  which  alternates 
shall  be  designated  to  serve  in  the  place 
of  absent  delegates,  the  Chairman  of  the 
delegation  shall  make  such  designation. 

17.  Prior  to  the  election  of  National  Offi- 
cers, the  National  Commander  shall 
appoint,  subject  to  approval  of  the  Con- 
vention, a Judge  of  Election  and  such 
number  of  tellers  as  he  deems  necessary, 
provided  that  the  total  tellers  so  appoint- 
ed shall  be  an  odd  number.  In  a contested 
election  each  candidate  going  to  the  bal- 
lot shall  be  entitled  to  one  teller  of  his 
choice. 

18.  Nominations  for  National  Officers  shall 
be  from  the  floor  on  Roll  Call  of  the 
Departments  alphabetically  arranged. 
Each  Department  may  present  as  many 
candidates  as  it  chooses. 

19.  Nomination  speeches  for  National 
Officers  shall  be  limited  to  five  minutes 
each.  Not  more  than  two  seconding 
speeches  shall  be  made  for  any  candi- 
date, and  said  speeches  shall  be  limited 
to  three  minutes. 

20.  When  more  than  two  candidates  are 
nominated  for  any  office,  balloting  shall 
continue  until  one  candidate  receives  a 
majority  of  the  votes  of  the  Convention, 
except  in  the  election  of  National  Vice 
Commanders. 

21.  In  a contested  election  for  National 
Vice  Commanders,  balloting  shall  contin- 
ue until  (a)  majorities  and  (b)  pluralities 
are  established  for  one  or  more  candi- 
dates under  the  following  provisions: 

If,  on  any  ballot  taken,  less  than  five  can- 
didates receive  the  necessary  majority  to 
elect,  the  candidate  or  candidates  receiv- 
ing a majority  vote  shall  be  declared 


elected  and  a new  ballot  shall  be  taken 
for  the  remaining  number  of  places  to  be 
filled.  The  candidate  receiving  the  lowest 
number  of  votes  on  the  preceding  ballot 
shall  be  disqualified;  except  should  two 
candidates  remain  to  fill  one  place,  a new 
ballot  shall  be  taken. 

22.  The  Convention  will  nominate  and 
elect  a National  Commander,  and  five 
National  Vice  Commanders,  in  this 
sequence. 

23.  At  the  conclusion  of  balloting  on 
National  Vice  Commanders,  each  Depart- 
ment Delegation  Chairman  shall  deliver  a 
written  ballot  to  the  tellers.  Such  ballots 
shall  be  in  the  hands  of  the  tellers  before 
communication  is  made  to  the  National 
Commander  for  announcement  of  the 
results. 

24.  Those  recognized  by  the  National 
Commander  shall  be  entitled  to  a respect- 
ful hearing,  and  the  Chair  shall  have  the 
authority  to  clear  the  gallery  or  the  floor 
or  have  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  escort  from 
the  Convention  any  one  creating  a distur- 
bance or  interfering  with  orderly  proce- 
dure. 

25.  None  of  the  above  rules  shall  be  con- 
strued as  preventing  an  alternate  dele- 
gate from  serving  on  a Convention  com- 
mittee. 

26.  The  consent  of  two-thirds  of  the  vot- 
ing strength  of  the  Convention  is  neces- 
sary for  suspension  of  the  standing  rules 
of  the  Convention. 

27.  Any  amendment  to  any  resolution  or 
report  originating  on  the  floor  shall  be 
presented  in  writing  and  transmitted  to 
the  Presiding  Officer  at  the  time  of  the  in- 
troduction of  such  amendment. 

28.  Special  rules  applying  to  specific 
issues  or  order  of  business  shall  be  writ- 
ten and  presented  to  the  Convention  by 
the  Legislation  and  Rules  Committee  for 
adoption  by  majority  vote  at  least  one 
hour  before  such  issue  or  order  is  to  be 
considered,  unless  such  rule  is  agreed  to 
by  unanimous  consent  of  the  final  session. 

Special  rules  shall  prevail  only  when  the 
Convention  adopts  them. 

Any  delegate  may  apply  for  a special  rule 
to  the  Legislation  and  Rules  Committee  or 
may  appeal  to  the  Convention  for  such 
special  rule  provided  the  rule  be  present- 
ed in  writing,  be  read  once  from  the  plat- 
form, and  shall  lay  upon  the  table  at  least 
one  hour  before  the  vote  thereon  is  taken. 
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77th  Annual  National  Convention 
The  American  Legion  Agenda 


■ Indiana  Convention  Center, 

Halls  A & B, 

First  Floor 
Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Sept.  4-6, 1995 

MONDAY, 

SEPTEMBER  4,  1995 

8:30AM  SPECIAL  WORLD  WAR  II  POSTER 
AND  PRELUDE 

9AM  CALL  TO  ORDER 

William  M.  Detweiler  (La.) 

National  Commander 

ADVANCEMENT  OF  COLORS 
Speedway  Post  No.  500 
Honor  Guard 

NATIONAL  ANTHEM 
Scott  R.  Detweiler 

INVOCATION 

Rev.  Roy  L.  Pryor  Sr.  (S.C.) 
National  Chaplain 

PLEDGE  OF  ALLEGIANCE 

PREAMBLE  TO  THE  AMERICAN 
LEGION  CONSTITUTION 
William  M.  Detweiler  (La.) 

National  Commander 

POST  EVERLASTING  CEREMONY, 
WREATH  LAYING,  LIGHTING 
OF  PEACE  CANDLE 

William  M.  Detweiler  (La.) 

National  Commander 

Rev.  Roy  L.  Pryor  Sr.  (S.C.) 
National  Chaplain 

Charles  D.  Aucoin  (La.) 

National  Sergeant-at-Arms 

American  Cabaret  Theater  Singers 

WORLD  WAR  II 

COMMEMORATION— “MEMORIES 
OF  THE  WAR” 


NOTE:  Times  of  subsequent  sessions 
and  time  of  Convention  Committee 
Reports  are  subject  to  change  by  the 
Chair. 


NATIONAL  COMMANDER’S  REPORT 
TO  CONVENTION 
William  M.  Detweiler  (La.) 

National  Commander 

POW/MIA  EMPTY  CHAIR  CEREMONY 
By:  Robert  S.  Turner  (Ga.) 

Past  National  Commander 
Chairman,  Special  POW/MIA 
Committee 

Alan  P.  Hall  (Fla.) 

Chairman,  Foreign  Relations 
Commission 

CALL  FOR  CONVENTION 
Robert  W.  Spanogle  (Mich.) 

National  Adjutant 

10:15AM  WELCOME 

The  Honorable  Richard  Lugar 
United  States  Senate  (Ind.) 

The  Honorable  Evan  Bayh 
Governor  of  Indiana 

The  Honorable  Stephen  Goldsmith 
Mayor  of  Indianapolis 

Ron  Lowe 

1994-95  Department  Commander 
The  American  Legion  Department  of 
Indiana 

Gilbert  E.  Sheeks,  President 
The  American  Legion  National 
Convention  Corporation  of  Indiana 

RESPONSES  TO  ADDRESSES  OF 
WELCOME 

William  M.  Detweiler  (La.) 

National  Commander 

11AM  ADDRESS 

Jere  Radcliffe 
Chief  Scout  Executive 
Boy  Scouts  of  America 
National  Office 

11:15AM  PRESENTATION  OF  PLAQUE  TO 
THE  CITY  OF  MINNEAPOLIS 
Host  City  for  the  1994  National 
Convention 

By:  Bruce  Thiesen  (Calif.) 

Past  National  Commander 

Accepting:  Donald  R.  Schroedl, 
President 

The  American  Legion  National 
Convention  Corporation  of 
Minnesota  Inc. 


11:20AM  INTRODUCTION 

Mrs.  Linda  Newsome  (Md.) 

National  President 
American  Legion  Auxiliary 

11:25AM  CERTIFICATE  OF  APPRECIATION 

By:  William  M.  Detweiler  (La.) 
National  Commander 

To:  Rev.  Roy  L.  Pryor  Sr.  (S.C.) 
National  Chaplain 

11:30AM  REPORT  OF  CREDENTIALS  & 
INTERNAL  AFFAIRS  - SECTION  1 

11:40AM  REPORT  OF  LEGISLATION  AND 
RULES 

NOON  ADDRESS 

The  Honorable  Robert  J.  Dole, 

Majority  Leader 

United  States  Senate  (Kan.) 

12:30PM  REPORT  OF  CHILDREN  & YOUTH 

PRESENTATION  OF  GARLAND 
MURPHY  AWARD 

By:  William  M.  Detweiler  (La.) 
National  Commander 

12:45PM  REPORT  OF  AMERICANISM 

ANNOUNCEMENT  OF  WINNING 
DEPARTMENTS 

THE  FRANK  N.  BELGRANO  JR. 
TROPHY 

RALPH  T.  O’NEIL  EDUCATION 
TROPHY 

By:  William  M.  Detweiler  (La.) 
National  Commander 

1:05PM  PRESENTATION  - WILLIAM 

RANDOLPH  HEARST  AMERICANISM 
TROPHY 

By:  Otto  Wick  Jr.,  Vice  President 
and  Publisher 
Midland  Daily  News 
Midland,  Mich. 

To:  Winning  Department 

1:15PM  PRESENTATION- 

REPRESENTATIVES  OF  THE 
AMERICAN  LEGION  YOUTH 
PROGRAMS 

1995  Boys  Nation  President 
Rick  Lam  Jr. 

Tecumseh,  Okla. 
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Programs  and  Agendas 


1995  Gold  Medalist, 

Precision  Category 

Junior  Shooting  Sports  Program 

Terry  Bradley,  Cherokee,  N.C. 

1995  First  Place  Winner 
National  Oratorical  Contest 
Aron  S.  Egner,  Ballston  Lake,  N.Y. 

1994  Baseball  Player  of  the  Year 
Fernando  Rodriguez,  Miami,  Fla. 

SPECIAL  PRESENTATION 

1:30PM  SPECIAL  REPORT— THE 

AMERICAN  LEGION/THE  CITIZENS 
FLAG  ALLIANCE  INC. 

William  M.  Detweiler  (La.) 

National  Commander 

“OLD  GLORY  II”— THE  CHALLENGE 
BEFORE  US 

The  Honorable  Gerald  B.  H.  Solomon 
Chairman,  Rules  Committee 
United  States  House  of 
Representatives 

The  Honorable  G.  V.  “Sonny” 

Montgomery 

Minority  Chairman, 

Veterans  Committee 
United  States  House  of 
Representatives 

INTRODUCTION 
Ike  Pappas 

President,  Ike  Pappas  Network 
Productions 

2:10PM  MESSAGE  TO  THE  CONVENTION 

From:  George  Bentley 

The  Society  of  American  Legion 

Founders 

2:15PM  GREETINGS 

Russ  Ward,  Dominion  President 
Army,  Navy  and  Air  Force  Veterans 
in  Canada 

Hugh  Greene,  Dominion  President 
The  Royal  Canadian  Legion 

Lt.  General  Chao,  Yu,  Vice 
Chairman 

Vocational  Assistance  Commission 
for  Retired  Servicemen,  Republic  of 
China 

Lt.  General  (Ret.)  Kim,  Jae-Yun 
Vice  President,  The  Korean 
Veterans  Association 

2:40PM  PRESENTATION— CHAPEL  OF 
FOUR  CHAPLAINS  LEGION  OF 
HONOR  BRONZE  MEDALLION 

By:  Dante  Mattioni,  Esq.,  Chairman 
The  Chapel  of  Four  Chaplains 

To:  William  M.  Detweiler  (La.) 
National  Commander 


SALUTE  TO  COLORS 
2:45PM  RECESS 

TUESDAY, 

SEPTEMBER  5,  1995 

8:30AM  SPECIAL  WORLD  WAR  II  POSTER 
AND  MUSIC  PRELUDE 

9AM  CALL  TO  ORDER 

William  M.  Detweiler  (La.) 

National  Commander 

SALUTE  TO  COLORS 

INVOCATION 

Rev.  Roy  L.  Pryor  Sr.  (S.C.) 

National  Chaplain 

PLEDGE  OF  ALLEGIANCE 

WORLD  WAR  II 

COMMEMORATION— “THE  HOME 
FRONT” 

American  Cabaret  Theater  Singers 

9:20AM  ADDRESS 

The  Honorable  Jesse  Brown 
Secretary  of  Veterans  Affairs 

9:40AM  ADDRESS 

John  P.  “Jake”  Comer  (Mass.) 

Past  National  Commander 
and  Member, 

Korean  War  Memorial  Advisory 

Board 

9:50AM  PRESENTATION— EMPLOYER  OF 
THE  YEAR  AWARDS  FOR  HIRING 

VETERANS 

By:  William  M.  Detweiler  (La.) 
National  Commander 

To:  Richard  B.  Curtin 
Executive  Vice  President 
Southwest  Research  Institute 
San  Antonio,  Texas 

To:  Joseph  Caldwell 
President,  Caldwell  Machining  Inc. 
Emporium,  Pa. 

To:  Paul  Ray 

Director  of  Aircraft  and  Training 
Operations — Boeing  Aerospace 
Operations  Inc. 

Mid  City,  Okla. 

Constance  Bruner 
Human  Resources  Manager 
Boeing  Aerospace  Operations  Inc. 
Mid  City,  Okla. 


10:05AM  REPORT  OF  ECONOMIC 

Employment  and  Veterans 
Preference 

Other  Economic  Matters 

10:25AM  ADDRESS 

The  Honorable  Richard  W.  Riley 
Secretary  of  Education 
United  States  Department  of 
Education 

10:45AM  ADDRESS 

The  Honorable  Bob  Stump 
Chairman,  House  Veterans  Affairs 
Committee 

United  States  House  of 
Representatives 

11:05AM  PRESENTATION— THE  AMERICAN 
LEGION  DISTINGUISHED  SERVICE 
AWARD 

By:  William  M.  Detweiler  (La.) 
National  Commander 

To:  Brig.  General  Paul  W.  Tibbets, 
USAF  (Ret.) 

Pilot  of  the  Enola  Gay 

11:35AM  ADDRESS 

Lt.  General  Claude  M.  Kicklighter, 
USA  (Ret.) 

Executive  Director 

World  War  II  Commemorative 

Committee 

11:55AM  ADDRESS 

Diane  Carlson  Evans,  R.N. 

Chair  and  Founder,  Vietnam 
Women’s  Memorial  Project  Inc. 

12:05PM  ADDRESS 

Brig.  General  Wilma  L.  Vaught, 

USAF  (Ret.) 

President,  Women  in  Military 
Service  for  America  Memorial 
Foundation  Inc. 

Mrs.  Anne  Pederson  Freeman 

12:20PM  INTRODUCTION— SONS  OF  THE 
AMERICAN  LEGION  NEWLY  ELECTED 
NATIONAL  COMMANDER 

12:30PM  REPORT  OF  CREDENTIALS  & 
INTERNAL  AFFAIRS— SECTION  2 

1PM  REPORT  OF  CREDENTIALS  & 

INTERNAL  AFFAIRS— MEMBERSHIP 

1:10PM  DEPARTMENT  MEMBERSHIP 
AWARDS 

1:20PM  REPORT  OF  VETERANS  AFFAIRS  & 
REHABILITATION 
Claims  and  Rating 
Hospitals  and  Medical  Services 

ANNOUNCEMENT  OF  WINNING 
DEPARTMENT 

WILLIAM  F.  LENKER  NATIONAL 
SERVICE  TROPHY 
By:  William  M.  Detweiler  (La.) 
National  Commander 
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1:50PM  REPORT  OF  FINANCE 
2PM  REPORT  OF  FOREIGN  RELATIONS 

2:25PM  REPORT  OF  CONSTITUTIONAL 
AMENDMENTS 

SALUTE  TO  COLORS 
RECESS 

WEDNESDAY 
SEPTEMBER  6,  1995 

8:30AM  SPECIAL  WORLD  WAR  II 

POSTER  AND  MUSIC  PRELUDE 

9AM  CALL  TO  ORDER 

William  M.  Detweiler  (La.) 

National  Commander 

SALUTE  TO  COLORS 

INVOCATION 

Rev.  Roy  L.  Pryor  Sr.  (S.C.) 

National  Chaplain 

PLEDGE  OF  ALLEGIANCE 

WORLD  WAR  II 

COMMEMORATION— “THANK  YOU” 
American  Cabaret  Theater  Singers 

9:10AM  ADDRESS 

General  John  M.  Shalikashvili, 

USA 

Chairman,  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff 


9:30AM  ADDRESS 

The  Honorable  Benjamin  A.  Gilman 
Chairman, 

International  Relations  Committee 
United  States  House  of 
Representatives 

9:50AM  REPORT  OF  NATIONAL  SECURITY 
Aerospace 

Defense  Civil  Preparedness 
Law  and  Order 
Merchant  Marine 
Military  Affairs 
Naval  Affairs 

10:25AM  PRESENTATION— THE  AMERICAN 
LEGION  FOURTH  ESTATE  AWARD 
By:  William  M.  Detweiler  (La.) 
National  Commander 

To:  Marcia  Stepanek 
Hearst  Newspapers, 

Washington  Bureau 

10:35AM  PRESENTATION  OF  PLAQUE  AND 
COLORS  TO  OUTGOING  NATIONAL 
COMMANDER 

By:  E.  Roy  Stone  Jr.,  (S.C.) 

Past  National  Commander 
(PLAQUE) 

By:  John  H.  Geiger  {III) 

Past  National  Commander 
(COLORS) 


12:15pm  (or  at  the  conclusion  of  all  other 
business,  whichever  occurs  first) 
SPECIAL  ORDER  OF  BUSINESS 

ELECTION  OF  NATIONAL  OFFICERS 
National  Commander 

ADMINISTERING  THE  OATH  OF 
OFFICE  TO  THE  NATIONAL 
COMMANDER 

ACCEPTANCE  SPEECH  BY  NEWLY 
ELECTED  NATIONAL  COMMANDER 

ELECTION  OF  NATIONAL  OFFICERS 
Five  National  Vice  Commanders 

PRESENTATION  OF  COLORS  TO 
NEWLY  ELECTED  NATIONAL 
COMMANDER 

RESPONSE  BY  NEWLY  ELECTED 
NATIONAL  COMMANDER 

PRESENTATION  OF  NEWLY  ELECTED 
NATIONAL  PRESIDENT  OF  THE 
AMERICAN  LEGION  AUXILIARY 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS 

BENEDICTION 

RETIREMENT  OF  COLORS 

NOTE:  The  National  Executive 
Committee  will  meet  within  24 
hours  after  the  Convention  closes. 


The  first  name  in  Headwear  is 
now  the  first  name  in  Embroidery! 

We  are  already  well  known  for  our  custom  made  uniform  headwear  with 
our  exclusive  hand  sewn,  hand  cushioned  leather  sweatband,  which  makes 
our  uniform  headwear  the  most  comfortable  to  wear. 

Now,  we  are  carrying  our  expertise  in  quality 
to  our  embroidery,  and  you  are  the  winner. 

From  sample  to  full  production. 

We  can  handle  it. 

Sports  caps,  jackets,  shirts,  aprons,  etc. 

We  specialize  in  orders  of  150  or  less. 


W 


LANCASTER  UNIFORM 
CAP  COMPANY 


LANCASTER 

EMBROIDERY 


680  So.  Imperial  Street,  Los  Angeles,  California  90021 
Telephone  213  626  4661  • FAX  213  626  5308 


Continued  success  to  the  American  Legion  Ernest  Aguilar,  C.  O.O. 
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1995  Distinguished  Guests 


Guests  whose  names  are 
printed  in  color  are 
scheduled  to  speak  dur- 
ing the  National  Conven- 
tion General  Session. 

MAJ.  GEN.  ALFRED  F. 
AHNER, 

USA  (Ret.) 

Indianapolis 

KENNETH  AKERS 
VA  Regional  Office 
Indianapolis 

W.  MICHAEL  ALLEN 
Program  Coordinator 
National  Rifle 
Association 
Fairfax,  Va. 

ERNEST  AQUILAR 
Secretary/Treasurer 
Lancaster  Uniform 
Cap  Co. 

Los  Angeles 

BERNARD  ASHLEY 
George  S.  Olive  & 
Company 
Indianapolis 

JACK  ATKINSON 
President 
The  Bronze  Craft 
Corp. 

Nashua,  N.H. 

K.  MICHAEL  AYERS, 
Secretary 

National  Convention 
Corporation  of 
Indiana  Inc. 
Indianapolis 

H.  M.  “SANDY”  BARBA 
Executive  Vice 
President 
Fox  Associates 
Chicago 


THE  HONORABLE 
EVAN  BAYH 
Governor  of  Indiana 


C. RANDOLPH  BEARD 
President 
Annin  & Company 
Roseland,  N.J. 

BILL  BELL 
Lavaco,  Ark. 


GEORGE  BENTLEY 
Society  of  American 
Legion  Founders 
Minneapolis,  Minn. 


J.  0.  BERTHELOT 
National  Executive 
Committeeman 
The  American  Legion 
of  Louisiana 
Gonzales,  La. 

MELVIN  BIDDLE 

Congressional  Medal 
of  Honor  Recipient 
Anderson,  Ind. 


TERRY  BRADLEY 
1995  Junior  Shooting 
Sports  Champion 
Cherokee,  N.C. 


PETER  BRIMELOW 
Senior  Editor,  Forbes 
magazine 
New  York  City 

MR.  AND  MRS.  E. 

BROUSSARD 

Baton  Rouge,  La. 

MR.  AND  MRS.  J.  B. 

BROUSSARD 
Esterwood,  La. 


THE  HONORABLE 
JESSE  BROWN 
Secretary  of  Veterans 
Affairs 


RICHARD  C.  BROWNE, 
ESQUIRE 

Winston  & Strawn 
Washington,  D.C. 

LOUIS  J.  BRUNE 
National  Rifle 
Association 
Fairfax,  Va. 


CONSTANCE  BRUNER 
Human  Resources 
Manager 

Boeing  Aerospace 
Operations  Inc. 
Mid  City,  Okla. 


GREGORY  L.  BUCHANAN 
McCready  and  Keene 
Inc. 

Indianapolis 

GEORGE  A.  BUSKIRK  JR. 
Senior  Vice  President 
& Trust  Officer 
Union  Federal  Savings 
Bank 

Indianapolis 


JOSEPH  CALDWELL 
President,  Caldwell 
Machining  Inc. 
Emporium,  Pa. 


MRS.  ROBIN  CASTLE 
Marrero,  La. 


LT.  GEN.  YU  CHAO 
Vice  Chairman 
Vocational  Assistance 
Commission  for  Retired 
Servicemen 
Republic  of  China 


DARYL  CHAPMAN 
Assistant  Vice 
President 

Kirke-Van  Orsdel  Inc. 
West  Des  Moines, 
Iowa 

JOSEPH  CHILELLI 
National  Recruiter  of 
the  Year 
La  Puente,  Calif. 

ROWLAND  CHRISTIAN 
Assistant  Director 
VA  Regional  Office 
Indianapolis 

SCOn  B.  CLABAUGH 
Scout  Executive 
Boy  Scouts  of 
America 
Indianapolis 


JOHN  P.  “JAKE”  COMER 
Past  National 
Commander 
Quincy,  Mass. 


COL.  JERRY  COOPER 
Marion  County 
Sheriffs  Department 
Indianapolis 

GIL  CORONADO 
Director 

Selective  Service 
System 
Arlington,  Va. 

THOMAS  COUSINS 
Sales  Representative 
R.  R.  Donnelley  & 
Sons 

Oak  Brook,  III. 

THE  HONORABLE 
CHARLES  CRAGIN 
Chairman,  Board  of 
Veterans  Appeals 
Department  of 
Veterans  Affairs 
Washington,  D.C. 


RICHARD  B.  CURTIN 
Executive  Vice  President 
Southwest  Research 
Institute 

San  Antonio,  Texas 


ROBERT  F.  CUTLER 
Joseph  E.  Seagrams  & 
Son 

Clearwater,  Fla. 


RICHARD  DAVIS 
VA  Regional  Office 
Indianapolis 

SCOTT  F.  DENNISTON 
Department  of 
Veterans  Affairs 
Washington,  D.C. 

GEORGE  L.  DERRICK 
Jacksonville,  Fla. 

SYBLE  DESHOTEL 
National  Vice 
President 
American  Legion 
Auxiliary 

KEITH  M.  DETWEILER 
New  Orleans,  La. 

MISS  BONNIE  DETWEILER 
New  Orleans,  La. 

MISSJEANNIE 

DETWEILER 

New  Orleans,  La. 


SCOTT  DETWEILER 
Burbank,  Calif. 


MRS.  CHRISTINE 
DETWEILER  AND  SCOTTIE 
Burbank,  Calif. 


THE  HONORABLE  ROBERT 
J.  DOLE 

Majority  Leader 
United  States  Senate 


BRIG.  GEN.  CECIL 
DORTON 

Commander,  76th 
Infantry  Brigade 
Military  Department 
of  Indiana 
Indianapolis 

MS.  PAT  DUNTON 
Korea/Cold  War 
Family  Association  of 
the  Missing 
Coppell,  Texas 


ARON  S.  EGNER 
1995  National  High 
School  Oratorical  Contest 
Winner 

Ballston  Lake,  N.Y. 


CARL  ERSKINE 
Anderson,  Ind. 


DIANE  CARLSON 
EVANS,  R.N. 
Chair  and  Founder 
Vietnam  Women’s 
Memorial  Project  Inc. 


MEG  FEINMAN 
New  Orleans,  La. 


MR.  & MRS.  THOMAS 
FEREBEE 

Windemere,  Fla. 

JOHN  FLANAGAN 
IMS,  Ltd. 

Stamford,  Conn. 

MARLYS  FOX 
President,  Fox 
Associates 
Chicago 

ROBERT  E.  FOY 
Senior  Brokerage 
Manager 

Jackson  National  Life 
Insurance  Co. 

Carmel,  Ind. 


MRS.  ANNE  PEDERSON 
FREEMAN 
Olive  Bridge,  N.Y. 


DIANE  FUCHS,  ESQUIRE 
Silverstein  & Mullens 
Washington,  D.C. 


JOHN  GABLE 
Society  of  American 
Legion  Founders 
Hartford  City,  Ind. 


FRANK  GAFFNEY 
Executive  Director 
The  Center  for 
Security  Policy 
Washington,  D.C. 

TIMOTHY  W.  GAHIMER 
Assistant  Vice 
President 
NBD  Bank,  N.A. 
Indianapolis 

T.  LES  GALLOWAY 
Clatskanie,  Ore. 

IVAN  D.  GARE 

Joseph  E.  Seagrams  & 
Sons 

New  York  City 

R.  GENE  GAY 
Vice  President 
Seabury  & Smith 
Indianapolis 


JOHN  H.  GEIGER 
Past  National 
Commander 
Des  Plaines,  III. 


ALFRED  GERMONI 
President,  Lenn  Arts 
Inc. 

North  Attleboro, 
Mass. 
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THE  HONORABLE 
BENJAMIN  A.  GILMAN 
(New  York) 
United  States  House 
of  Representatives 


THE  HONORABLE 
HERSHELGOBER 
Deputy  Secretary 
Department  of 
Veterans  Affairs 
Washington,  D.C. 


THE  HONORABLE 
STEPHEN  GOLDSMITH 
Mayor  of  Indianapolis 


HUGH  GREENE 
Dominion  President 
The  Royal  Canadian 
Legion 

Ottawa,  Ontario 


CLIFF  GREGORY 
VA  Regional  Office 
Indianapolis 

PHILIP  HAGERTY 

President,  Hagerty  & 
Associates  Inc. 
Carmel,  Ind. 

MS.  MARION  P.  HAMMER 
National  Rifle 
Association 
Fairfax,  Va. 

JOHN  HANSON 
Department  of 
Veterans  Affairs 
Washington,  D.C. 

MRS.  JOYCE  HARCUS 
Indianapolis 
Postmaster 
U.  S.  Postal  Service 

FRED  HECKMAN 
Carmel,  Ind. 

MARTA  HEDDING 
National  Treasurer 
American  Legion 
Auxiliary 

BRUCE  HENDERSON 
Assistant  Vice 
President 
Seabury  & Smith 
Indianapolis 

THOMAS  R.  HENDERSON 
Department 
Commander  of 
Indiana 

BRIG.  GEN.  RONALD  W. 
HENRY 

Assistant  Adjutant 
General 

Military  Department 
of  Indiana 

MR.  JAMIE  HOGAN 
MBNA  America  Bank, 
N.A. 

Newark,  Del. 


DR.  THOMAS  HOLLAND 
USA  Central 
Identification 
Laboratory 
Hickham  AFB, 

Hawaii 

JOHN  HOUFF 

VA  Regional  Office 
Indianapolis 

CAREY  HULL 
Fox  Associates 
Chicago 

IAN  DOUGLAS  INRIG 
Secretary/Treasurer 
ANAVIC 

Vanier,  Ontario 

LEON  JACKSON 

Denham  Springs,  La. 

MS.  MARY  JOLLY 
National  Rifle 
Association 
Fairfax,  Va. 

COL.  WILLIAM  H. 
JORDAN,  USA 

Commanding  Officer 
USA  Central 
Identification 
Laboratory 
Hickam  AFB,  Hawaii 

LT.  COL.  ROGER  KAPLAN, 
USA 

Washington,  D.C. 

CHARLES  KEATON 
President,  McCready 
and  Keene  Inc. 
Indianapolis 

KENNETH  C.  KEENE 
Senior  Vice  President 
McCready  and  Keene 
Inc. 

Indianapolis 

THE  HONORABLE  MARY 
LOU  KEENER 
General  Counsel 
Department  of 
Veterans  Affairs 
Washington,  D.C. 

RON  KERBIS 

Jackson  National  Life 
Insurance  Co. 

Carmel,  Ind. 


LT.  GEN.  CLAUDE  M. 
KICKLIGHTER, 
USA  (Ret.) 
Executive  Director 
World  War  II 
Commemorative 
Committee 
Washington,  D.C. 


LTC.  UN-TAE  KIM 

Director,  International 
Affairs  Dept. 

The  Korean  Veterans 
Association 
Seoul,  Korea 


LT.  GEN.  JAE-YUN  KIM 
Vice  President 
The  Korean  Veterans 
Association 
Seoul,  Korea 


WALTER  B.  KIRKWOOD 
Vice  President 
Bank  One 
Indianapolis  Corp. 
Indianapolis 

THE  HONORABLE 
KENNETH  KIZER,  M.D. 
Under  Secretary  for 
Health 

Department  of 
Veterans  Affairs 
Washington,  D.C. 

STEVE  KOROL 

Sales  Representative 
R.R.  Donnelley  & Sons 
Oak  Brook,  III. 


RICK  LAM,  JR. 
1995  Boys  Nation 
President 
Tecumseh,  Okla. 


KUN-HEE  LEE 

Chairman,  Board  of 
Directors 
Samsung  Group 
Ridgefield  Park,  N.J. 


RON  LOWE 
1994-95  Department 
Commander 
The  American  Legion 
Department  of  Indiana 


D.J.  “DAVE”  LYONS 
Buick  Motor  Division 
General  Motors 
Corporation 
Flint,  Mich. 

JAMES  A.  LUTHER,  CLU 
President,  Tim-Cor 
Financial  Corporation 
Carmel,  Ind. 

COL.  DONALD  P.  MAPLE, 
USA 

Army  Public  Affairs 
Division 

Washington,  D.C. 

COMMANDER  JOE  H. 
MARCH,  USN 

Public  Affairs  Office 
Pensacola,  Fla. 

CHARLES  MARTINEZ 
Director  of  Veterans 
Employment  and 
Training 

U.  S.  Department  of 
Labor 

Sacramento,  Calif. 


DANTE  MATTIONI, 
ESQUIRE 

Chairman,  The  Chapel  of 
Four  Chaplains 
Valley  Forge,  Pa. 


PHILIP  MAYEAUX 
Jefferson,  La. 

JOSEPH  M.  MAYNE 
National  Commander 
Sons  of  The  American 
Legion 

Elk  River,  Minn. 

CLARENCE  MCCLANE 
VA  Regional  Office 
Indianapolis 

WILLIAM  MCGOWAN 
President  and  CEO 
Indianapolis 
Convention  & Visitors 
Assn. 

Indianapolis 

BASSAM  MESSAIKE 
New  Orleans,  La. 


THE  HONORABLE 
G.  V.  “SONNY” 
MONTGOMERY 
(Mississippi) 
United  States  House 
of  Representatives 


ROBERT  G.  MOORHEAD, 
President 
Moorhead  & 
Associates 
Indianapolis 

PATRICK  W.  MURRAY 
Vice  President 
MBNA  America,  N.A. 
Newark,  Dei. 

BRIAN  W.  MUSIAL,  R.PH. 
RxAmerica 
Indianapolis 

LT.  JOE  NAVRATIL,  USN 
Office  of  the  Chief 
of  Information 
Department  of  the 
Navy 

Washington,  D.C. 

MR.  & MRS.  RICHARD 
NELSON 

Riverside,  Calif. 


LINDA  M.  NEWSOME 
National  President 
American  Legion 
Auxiliary 


YVONNE  O’BRIEN 
Department  of  State 
Washington,  D.C. 

K.W.  OHL 

Lafayette,  Ind. 

SUSAN  PALMER 
Associate  Director 
VA  Medical  Center 
Indianapolis 


IKE  PAPPAS 
Ike  Pappas  Network 
Productions 
Washington,  D.C. 


Kl  SUK  PARK 

Chairman,  Samsung 
Engineering  & 
Construction  Co. 
Ridgefield  Park,  N.J. 

RICHARD  M.  PEDRO 
Owego,  N.Y. 

ABE  PEREIRA 
Raceland,  La. 

MAJ.  GEN.  WENDELL  C. 
PHILLIPPI 
Indianapolis 

JOE  PHILLIPS 

Director  of  Federal 
Affairs 

National  Rifle 
Association 
Fairfax,  Va. 

CHARLES  PIKE 
Vice  President 
NBD  Bank,  N.A. 
Indianapolis 


JERE  RADCLIFFE 
Chief  Scout  Executive 
Boy  Scouts  of  America 
Irving,  Texas 


RICK  RANDLE 

VA  Regional  Office 
Indianapolis 

ROGER  RAPP 
Department  of 
Veterans  Affairs 
Washington,  D.C. 

GERSHON  M. RATNER, 
ESQUIRE 

National  Veterans 
Legal  Services  Project 
Washington,  D.C. 


PAUL  RAY 

Director  of  Aircraft  and 
Training  Operations 
Boeing  Aerospace 
Operations  Inc. 

Mid  City,  Okla. 


DR.  SUELLEN  REED 
Superintendent  of 
Public  Instruction 
State  of  Indiana 
Indianapolis 

DR.  AND  MRS.  WILLIAM 
REEVES 

New  Orleans,  La. 

DONALD  C. REHL 
Greenfield,  Ind. 

MRS.  PAT  RENAUD 
Bondurant,  Iowa 

DAVID  S.  RICHEY, 
ESQUIRE 

Parr,  Richey, 
Obremskey  & Morton 
Indianapolis 
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Programs  and  Agendas 


E.  PHILIP  RIGGIN 
Department  of 
Veterans  Affairs 
Washington,  D.C. 


THE  HONORABLE 
RICHARD  W.  RILEY 
Secretary  of  Education 
Washington,  D.C. 


FERNANDO  RODRIGUEZ 
1994  Baseball  Player 
of  the  Year 
Miami,  Fla. 


NORM  ROE 

VA  Regional  Office 
Indianapolis 

PATRICK  E.  RYAN 
Democratic  Chief 
Counsel/Staff  Director 
House  Committee  on 
Veterans  Affairs 
Washington,  D.C. 

MIKE  SANDERS 
Sanders  & Co.  Inc. 
Indianapolis 

PEGGY  SAPPENFIELD 
National  Secretary 
American  Legion 
Auxiliary 

MS.  BECKY  L. 

SCHERGENS 
National  Rifle 
Association 
Fairfax,  Va. 

NORMAN  SCHLEMMER, 
Treasurer 

National  Convention 
Corporation  of 
Indiana  Inc. 
Greensburg,  Ind. 

DAVID  P.  SCHMIDT 
Joseph  E.  Seagrams  & 
Son 

Montrose,  N.Y. 

EARNEST  N.  SCHMIT 
Past  National 
Adjutant 
Bismarck,  N.D. 


DONALD  R.  SCHROEDL, 
President 

National  Convention 
Corporation  of  Minnesota 
Inc. 


DR.  ALMO  J. 
SEBASTIANELLI 
Jessup,  Pa. 

DAVID  SELVIN 
Vice  President 
Keystone  Uniform  Cap 
Corp. 

Philadelphia 


HAROLD  SELVIN 
President 

Keystone  Uniform  Cap 
Corp. 

Philadelphia 


GEN. JOHN  M. 
SHALIKASHVILI,  USA 
Chairman, 

Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff 
Washington,  D.C. 


MAJ.  GEN.  ERVIN  C. 
SHARPE,  JR. 

Deputy  Director  for 

Operations 

United  States  Pacific 

Command 

Camp  H.  M.  Smith, 

Hawaii 


GILBERT  E.  SHEEKS 
President 

National  Convention 
Corporation  of 
Indiana  Inc. 


MAX  SHUMACHER 
President 

Indianapolis  Indians 
Indianapoiis 

MARY  LOU  SKOWRONSKI 
President/Art  Director 
Marketing  Dimensions 

Inc. 

Newport  Beach,  Calif. 

PAUL  SKOWRONSKI 
Vice 

President/Director  of 
Marketing 

Marketing  Dimensions 
Inc. 

Newport  Beach,  Calif. 


THE  HONORABLE  GERALD 
B.  H.  SOLOMON 
(New  York) 

United  States  House 
of  Representatives 


BO-SOON  SONG 

President  and  Chief 
Executive  Oficer 
Samsung  North 
America 

Ridgefield  Park,  NJ. 

HANS  H.  S.  SONG 
Deputy  Director  of 
Overseas  Liaison 
Dept. 

VACRS 

Republic  of  China 

BILL  SORG 

Union  Fidelity  Life 
Insurance  Co. 
Trevose,  Pa. 

GREG  SPARROW 
Eye  Care  Plan  of 
America 
Simsbury,  Conn. 


DEWEY  SPENCER 
Department  of 
Veterans  Affairs 
Washington,  D.C. 

COL.  MICHAEL  SPINELLO 
Department  of  the 
Army 

Arlington,  Va. 


MARCIA  STEPANEK 
Hearst  Newspapers 
Washington,  D.C. 


E.  ROY  STONE  JR. 
Past  National 
Commander  and  National 
Executive  Committeeman 
Greenville,  S.C. 


THE  HONORABLE 
BOB  STUMP 
(Arizona) 

United  States  House  of 
Representatives 


LT.  COL.  JAMIE 
SULLIVAN,  USA 

Public  Affairs  Division 
Washington,  D.C. 

MAJ.  VIRGINIA  SULLIVAN 
Department  of  the  Air 
Force 

Washington,  D.C. 

NEAL SUSTEN 

M.H.  Grossman  Inc. 
Philadelphia 

SAM  SUSTEN 

M.H.  Grossman  Inc. 
Philadelphia 


BRUCE  THIESEN 
Past  National 
Commander 
Kingsburg,  Calif. 


BUD  THOMPSON 

Senior  Vice  President 
Kirke-Van  Orsdel,  Inc. 
Alexandria,  Va. 

JOHN  THORNE 

U.S.  Department  of 
Transportation 
Washington,  D.C. 


BRIG.  GEN. 

PAUL  W.  TIBBETS, 
USAF  (RET.) 

Pilot  of  the  Enola  Gay 
Columbus,  Ohio 


JAMES  E.  TRIPP 

Department  Adjutant 
of  Louisiana 


ROBERT  S.  TURNER 
Past  National 
Commander 
Statesboro,  Ga. 


JAMES  D.  VALENTINE 
Jeffersonville,  Ind. 

MARGARET  E.  VAN  DYK 

President,  S.A.  Van 
Dyk  Inc. 

Oak  Brook,  III. 

MR.  & MRS.  THEODORE 
J.  VANKIRK 
Novato,  Calif. 


BRIG.  GEN.  WILMA 
VAUGHT,  USAF  (RET.) 
President,  Women  in 
Military  Service  for 
America  Memorial 
Foundation  Inc. 
Washington,  D.C. 


THE  HONORABLE  JOHN 
VOGEL 

Under  Secretary  for 
Benefits 
Department  of 
Veterans  Affairs 
Washington,  D.C. 

ROBERT  A.  VORT, 

Hackensack,  N.J. 

HARRY  N.  WALTERS 
Williamsburg,  Va. 


W.T.  “RUSS”  WARD 
Dominion  President 
ANAVIC 


JAMES  R.  WARD 
(USCG,  RET.) 

Bethesda,  Md. 

STEVE  WEISS 

Union  Fidelity  Life 
Insurance  Co. 
Trevose,  Pa. 

MAJ.  GEN.  CHARLES 
WHITAKER 

The  Adjutant  General 
Military  Department 
of  Indiana 


OTTO  WICK  JR. 
Vice  President  and 
Publisher 

Midland  Daily  News 
Midland,  Mich. 


GEORGE  WILKERSON 
National  Convention 
Corporation  of 
Indiana  Inc. 

DAVID  J.  WILLIAMS 
Federal  Bureau  of 
Investigation 
Washington,  D.C. 

DR.  DENNIS  R.  WYANT 
Director,  VA  Regional 
Office 

Indianapolis 

JOE  YOKE 
Boy  Scouts  of 

America 


Moose  Jaw, 
Saskatchewan 


JOHN’S 

SPIRITS 

Welcomes 

Legionnaires 

Largest  selection  of 

fine  spirits,  wines 

and  beers  in  town. 

**** 

Party  Supplies 

**** 

Convenient  downtown 

location 

**** 

Delivery  available 

**** 

25  N.  Pennsylvania 

St.  637-5759 

***** 

Mastercard  & Visa 
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Directory  Of  The  National  Convention 


NATIONAL 

HEADQUARTERS 

OFFICE 

Indiana  Convention  Center 
500  Ballroom 
100  S.  Capitol  Ave. 
Indianapolis,  IN  46225 

CONVENTION 

CORPORATION 

HEADQUARTERS 

The  American  Legion 
P.  0.  Box  1055 
Indianapolis,  IN  46206 
(Through  Aug.  27, 1995) 

Indiana  Convention  Center 
Show  Offices  259  & 260 
100  S.  Capitol  Ave. 
Indianapolis,  IN  46225 
(August  28  - Sept.  6, 1995) 

THE  AMERICAN 
LEGION 

HEADQUARTERS 

HOTELS 

The  Westin  Hotel 
50  S.  Capitol  Ave. 

Indianapolis,  IN  46204 

Omni  Severin  Hotel 
40  W. Jackson  Place 
Indianapolis,  IN  46225 

GENERAL  SESSIONS 

Indiana  Convention  Center 
Halls  A & B,  1st  Floor 
100  S.  Capitol  Ave. 
Indianapolis,  IN  46225 

AMERICAN  LEGION 
AUXILIARY 
HEADQUARTERS 
HOTEL 

Hyatt  Regency  Indianapolis 
One  South  Capitol  Ave. 
Indianapolis,  IN  46204 

GENERAL  SESSIONS 

Indiana  Convention  Center 
Hall  C,  1st  Floor 
100  S.  Capitol  Ave. 
Indianapolis,  IN  46225 


EIGHT  & FORTY 

CONNECTICUT 

HEADQUARTERS 

The  Columbia  Club 

Ramada  Plaza 

121  Monument  Circle 

31  W.  Ohio  Street 

Indianapolis,  IN  46204 

Indianapolis,  IN  46204 

(317)  635-1361 
(Hugh  C.  Graham,  Adj.) 

SONS  OF  THE 
AMERICAN  LEGION 

DELAWARE 

Embassy  Suites  Downtown 

SESSIONS 

Indianapolis 

Indiana  Convention  Center 

Sagamore  Ballroom, 

Sections  1 & 2,  2nd  floor 

100  S.  Capitol  Ave. 
Indianapolis,  IN  46225 

110W.  Washington  St. 
Indianapolis,  IN  46204 
(317)  236-1800 
(Edward  M.  Knight,  Adj.) 

DISTRICT  OF 

OFFICIAL 

DELEGATION 

HOTELS 

ALABAMA 

LaOuinta  Motor  Inn  East 

7304  E.  21st  St. 
Indianapolis,  IN  46219 

COLUMBIA 

The  Westin  Hotel 

50  S.  Capitol  Ave. 
Indianapolis,  IN  46204 
(317) 262-8100 
(David  A.  Semler,  Adj.) 

(317)  359-1021 

FLORIDA 

(Braxton  Bridgers,  Adj.) 

North  Meridian  Inn 
1530  N.  Meridian  St. 

ALASKA 

The  Westin  Hotel 

Indianapolis,  IN  46202 

50  S.  Capitol  Ave. 

(317)  634-6100 

Indianapolis,  IN  46204 

(Dyke  E.  Shannon,  Adj.) 

(317) 262-8100 

FRANCE 

(Dean  C.  Hill,  Adj.) 

The  Westin  Hotel 

ARIZONA 

50  S.  Capitol  Ave. 

Days  Inn  Downtown 
401  E.  Washington  St. 
Indianapolis,  IN  46204 
(317) 637-6464 

Indianapolis,  IN  46204 
(317) 262-8100 
(Bob  Louden,  Adj.) 

(Robert  K.  Reinhardt,  Adj.) 

GEORGIA 

Ramada  Plaza 

ARKANSAS 

Ramada  Plaza 

31  W.  Ohio  St. 

31  W.  Ohio  St. 

Indianapolis,  IN  46204 

Indianapolis,  IN  46204 

(317)  635-2000 

(317) 635-2000 

(Charles  R.  Knox,  Adj.) 

(Ronald  A.  Stewart,  Adj.) 

HAWAII 

CALIFORNIA 

The  Westin  Hotel 

Holiday  Inn  South 

50  S.  Capitol  Ave. 

520  E.  Thompson  Rd. 

Indianapolis,  IN  46204 

Indianapolis,  IN  46227 

(317) 262-8100 

(317) 787-8341 
(Charles  T.  Allemann,  Adj.) 

(Henry  E.  Lamb  Sr.,  Adj.) 

COLORADO 

Omni  Severin  Hotel 

IDAHO 

The  Westin  Hotel 

40  W.  Jackson  Place 

50  S.  Capitol  Ave. 

Indianapolis,  IN  46225 

Indianapolis,  IN  46204 

(317)  634-6664 

(317)  262-8100 

(Charles  P.  Smith,  Adj.) 

(H.  Melvin  Napier,  Adj.) 

ILLINOIS 

University  Place  Conference 
Center  & Hotel 
850  W.  Michigan  St. 
Indianapolis,  IN  46202 
(800) 627-2700 
(Vincent  A.  Sanzotta,  Adj.) 

INDIANA 

Indianapolis  Marriott 

7202  E.  21st  St. 

Indianapolis,  IN  46219 
(317) 352-1231 
(K.  Michael  Ayers,  Adj.) 

IOWA 

Omni  Severin  Hotel 
40  W.  Jackson  Place 
Indianapolis,  IN  46225 
(317) 634-6664 
(James  E.  DeMarest,  Adj.) 

KANSAS 

Hyatt  Regency  Indianapolis 
One  South  Capitol  Ave. 
Indianapolis,  IN  46204 
(317) 632-1234 
(Charles  M.  Yunker,  Adj.) 

KENTUCKY 

Best  Western  East 

2141  N.  Post  Road 
Indianapolis,  IN  46229 
(317) 897-2000 
(Ken  W.  Hart,  Adj.) 

LOUISIANA 

The  Westin  Hotel 

50  S.  Capitol  Ave. 
Indianapolis,  IN  46204 
(317)  262-8100 
(James  E.  Tripp,  Adj.) 

MAINE 

Omni  Severin  Hotel 
40  W.  Jackson  Place 
Indianapolis,  IN  46225 
(317) 634-6664 
(Charles  H.  Michaud  Jr.,  Adj.) 

MARYLAND 

Hyatt  Regency  Indianapolis 

One  South  Capitol  Ave. 
Indianapolis,  IN  46204 
(317)  632-1234 
(Robert  N.  Ford  III,  Adj.) 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Ramada  Hotel  Indpls  Airport 

2500  S.  High  School  Rd. 
Indianapolis,  IN  46241 
(317)  244-3361 
(Dominick  Genetti,  Adj.) 
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MEXICO 

Hyatt  Regency  Indianapolis 
One  South  Capitol  Ave. 
Indianapolis,  IN  46204 
(317) 632-1234 
(Joe  Paulsen,  Adj.) 

MICHIGAN 

Omni  Indpls  North  Hotel 

8181  N.  Shadeland  Ave. 
Indianapolis,  IN  46250 
(317) 849-6668 
(Hubert  B.  Hess,  Adj.) 

MINNESOTA 

Embassy  Suites  Downtown 
Indianapolis 
110W.  Washington  St. 
Indianapolis,  IN  46204 
(317) 236-1800 
(Lyle  R.  Foltz,  Adj.) 

MISSISSIPPI 

LaQuinta  Motor  Inn  East 

7304  E.  21st  St. 
Indianapolis,  IN  46219 
(317)  359-1021 
(James  H.  Herring,  Adj.) 

MISSOURI 

Indianapolis  Athletic  Club 

350  N.  Meridian 
Indianapolis,  IN  46204 
(317) 634-4331 
(L.  Carey  Bankhead,  Adj.) 

MONTANA 

Omni  Severin  Hotel 

40  W.  Jackson  Place 
Indianapolis,  IN  46225 
(317)  634-6664 
(Carl  L.  Nordberg,  Adj.) 

NEBRASKA 

Days  Inn  Downtown 

401  E.  Washington  St. 
Indianapolis,  IN  46204 
(317) 637-6464 
(Robert  B.  Craig,  Adj.) 

NEVADA 

Ramada  Plaza 

31  W.  Ohio  St. 

Indianapolis,  IN  46204 
(317) 635-2000 
(Romaine  Roethel,  Adj.) 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE 

The  Canterbury  Hotel 

123  S.  Illinois 
Indianapolis,  IN  46225 
(317)  634-3000 
(Donald  Holmquist,  Adj.) 


NEW  JERSEY 

Quality  Inn  East 

3525  N.  Shadeland  Ave. 
Indianapolis,  IN  46226 
(317) 549-2222 
(Raymond  L.  Zawacki,  Adj.) 

NEW  MEXICO 

Best  Western  Indpls  East 

2141  N.  Post  Road 
Indianapolis,  IN  46229 
(317) 897-2000 
(L.A.  “Tony”  Santillanes  -Adj.) 

NEW  YORK 

Holiday  Inn  North 

3850  DePauw  Blvd. 
Indianapolis,  IN  46268 
(317) 872-9790 
and 

St.  Vincent  Marten  House 
1801  W.  86th  St. 

Indianapolis,  IN  46260 
(317) 872-4111 
(Richard  M.  Pedro,  Adj.) 

NORTH  CAROLINA 

Holiday  Inn  Southeast 

5120  Victory  Dr. 

Indianapolis,  IN  46203 
(317) 783-7751 
(William  R.  Patterson,  Adj.) 

NORTH  DAKOTA 

Omni  Severin  Hotel 

40  W.  Jackson  Place 
Indianapolis,  IN  46225 
(317) 634-6664 
(David  M.  Schmidt,  Adj.) 

OHIO 

Courtyard  by  Marriott 
501  W.  Washington  St. 
Indianapolis,  IN  46204 
(317)  635-4443 
(Roger  Hight,  Adj.) 

OKLAHOMA 

Holiday  Inn  East 

6990  E.  21st  St. 

Indianapolis,  IN  46219 
(317)  359-5341 
(Jerry  D.  Askins,  Adj.) 

OREGON 

Renaissance  Tower 
Historic  Inn 

230  E.  9th  St. 

Indianapolis,  IN  46204 
(317)  261-1652 
(Barry  J.  Snyder,  Adj.) 


PENNSYLVANIA 

Ramada  Plaza 

31  W.  Ohio  Street 
Indianapolis,  IN  46204 
(317) 635-2000 
(Stanley  W.  Reinhard  Jr.,  Adj.) 

REPUBLIC  OF  THE 
PHILIPPINES 

(Commander) 

Hyatt  Regency  Indianapolis 
One  South  Capitol  Ave. 
Indianapolis,  IN  46204 
(317)  632-1234 

(Delegation) 

Red  Roof  Inn 
5221  Victory  Dr. 

Indianapolis,  IN  46203 
(317) 788-9551 
(Julio  0.  Roble,  Adj.) 

PUERTO  RICO 

Hyatt  Regency  Indianapolis 

One  South  Capitol  Ave. 
Indianapolis,  IN  46204 
(317) 632-1234 
(Michael  A.  Quiles,  Adj.) 

RHODE  ISLAND 
Hyatt  Regency  Indianapolis 

One  South  Capitol  Ave. 
Indianapolis,  IN  46204 
(317)  632-1234 
(N.  Pio  Stizza,  Adj.) 

SOUTH  CAROLINA 

Crowne  Plaza  Union  Station 

123  W.  Louisiana  St. 
Indianapolis,  IN  46206 
(317) 631-2221 
(Bernard  L.  Black,  Adj.) 

SOUTH  DAKOTA 

Crowne  Plaza  Union  Station 

123  W.  Louisiana  St. 
Indianapolis,  IN  46206 
(317) 631-2221 
(Arlin  W.  Anderson,  Adj.) 

TENNESSEE 

Adam’s  Mark 

2544  Executive  Dr. 
Indianapolis,  IN  46241 
(317)  248-2481 
(A.  Mike  Hammer,  Adj.) 


TEXAS 

Ramada  Inn  South 
4514  S.  Emerson  Ave. 
Indianapolis,  IN  46203 
(317) 787-3344 
(A.  Mike  Palmquist,  Adj.) 

UTAH 

Omni  Severin  Hotel 
40  W.  Jackson  Place 
Indianapolis,  IN  46225 
(317)  634-6664 
(James  K.  Springer,  Adj.) 

VERMONT 

Omni  Severin  Hotel 

40  W.  Jackson  Place 
Indianapolis,  IN  46225 
(317)  634-6664 
(Robert  A.  Bergeron,  Adj.) 

VIRGINIA 

Holiday  Inn  Airport 

2501  S.  High  School  Road 
Indianapolis,  IN  46241 
(317)  244-6861 
(Cornelius  T.  O’Neill,  Adj.) 

WASHINGTON 

Holiday  inn  Southeast 

5120  Victory  Dr. 

Indianapolis,  IN  46203 
(317)  783-7751 
(William  R.  Wallace,  Adj.) 

WEST  VIRGINA 

Homewood  Suites 

Indianapolis  at  the  Crossing 
2501  E.  86th  St. 

Indianapolis,  IN  46240 
(317)  253-1919 
(William  F.  Johnson,  Adj.) 

WISCONSIN 

Crowne  Plaza  Union  Station 

123  W.  Louisiana  St. 
Indianapolis,  IN  46206 
(317) 631-2221 
(Rick  H.  Barnett,  Adj.) 

WYOMING 

Crowne  Plaza  Union  Station 

123  W.  Louisiana  St. 
Indianapolis,  IN  46206 
(317)  631-2221 
(Donald  Jim  McCandlish,  Adj.) 
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Donald  R.  Schroedl 

Horace  Borders 

Robert  E.  Stewart 

Richard  Patton 

Ronald  F.  Conley 

national 

CONVENTION 

LIAISON 

LIAISON 

LIAISON 

LIAISON 

COMMANDER'S 

COMMISSION  LIAISON 
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TREASURER 
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Patrick  Ryan 
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Thomas  Henderson 
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Roger  baker 
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EXHIBITS 
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(Ret.) 

PROVOST 
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FIRST  AID 


JAMES  HOLMES 

TRANSPORTATION 


Gerald  “Dutch” 
Bole 

STATE  COORDINATOR 
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DISTINGUISHED  SERVICE 
MEDAL  RECIPIENTS 


The  American  Legion 
Honor  Roll  of  Service 


*Franklin  D'Olier 
Pennsylvania  1919-20 

**Frederick  W. 
Galbraith  Jr. 

Ohio  1920-21 

***John  G.  Emery 
Michigan  1921 

*Hanford  MacNider 
Iowa  1921-22 

* Alvin  M.  Owsley 
Texas  1922-23 

*John  R.  Quinn 
California  1923-24 

*James  A.  Drain 
District  of  Columbia 
1924-25 

*John  R.  McQuigg 
Ohio  1925-26 

*Floward  P.  Savage 
Illinois  1926-27 

*Edward  E.  Spafford 
New  York  1927-28 

*Paul  V.  McNutt 
Indiana  1928-29 

*0.  Lee  Bodenhamer 
Arkansas  1 929-30 

*Ralph  T.  O’Neil 
Kansas  1930-31 

*Henry  L.  Stevens  Jr. 
North  Carolina  1931-32 

*Louis  A.  Johnson 
West  Virginia  1932-33 


*Edward  A.  Hayes 
Illinois  1933-34 

*Frank  N.  Belgrano  Jr. 
California  1934-35 

*Ray  Murphy 
Iowa  1935-36 

*Harry  W.  Colmery 
Kansas  1936-37 

*Daniel  J.  Doherty 

Massachusetts  1937-38 

*Stephen  F. 

Chadwick 

Washington  1938-39 

*Raymond  J.  Kelly 
Michigan  1939-40 

*Milo  J.  Warner 
Ohio  1940-41 

*Lynn  U.  Stambaugh 
North  Dakota  1941-42 

*Roane  Waring 
Tennessee  1942-43 

*Warren  FI.  Atherton 
California  1943-44 

*Edward  N. 
Scheiberling 
New  York  1944-45 

*John  Stelle 
Illinois  1945-46 

*Paul  FI.  Griffith 
Pennsylvania  1946-47 

*James  F.  O'Neil 
New  Hampshire  1947-48 


*Perry  Brown 
Texas  1948-49 

*George  N.  Craig 
Indiana  1949-50 

Erie  Cocke  Jr. 

Georgia  1950-51 

*Donald  R.  Wilson 
West  Virginia  1951-52 

*Lewis  K.  Gough 
California  1952-53 

*Arthur  J.  Connell 

Connecticut  1953-54 

*Seaborn  P.  Collins 

New  Mexico  1954-55 

J.  Addington  Wagner 
Michigan  1955-56 

*Dan  Daniel 
Virginia  1956-57 

*John  S.  Gleason  Jr. 
Illinois  1957-58 

Preston  J.  Moore 
Oklahoma  1958-59 

*Martin  B.  McKneally 
New  York  1959-60 

William  R.  Burke 
California  1960-61 

*Charles  L.  Bacon 
Missouri  1961-62 

*James  E.  Powers 
Georgia  1962-63 


Hon.  Daniel  F.  Foley 
Minnesota  1963-64 

Donald  E.  Johnson 
Iowa  1964-65 

L.  Eldon  James 

Virginia  1965-66 

*John  E.  Davis 
North  Dakota  1 966-67 

William  E.  Galbraith 

Nebraska  1967-68 

*William  C.  Doyle 
New  Jersey  1968-69 

*J.  Milton  Patrick 
Oklahoma  1969-70 

*Alfred  R.  Chamie 
California  1970-71 

John  H.  Geiger 
Illinois  1971-72 

Joe  L.  Matthews 

Texas  1972-73 

*Robert  E.L.  Eaton 
Maryland  1973-74 

James  M.  Wagonseller 
Ohio  1974-75 

Harry  G.  Wiles 
Kansas  1975-76 

William  J.  Rogers 
Maine  1976-77 

^Robert  Charles 
Smith 

Louisiana  1977-78 


John  M.  Carey 
Michigan  1978-79 

Frank  I.  Hamilton 
Indiana  1979-80 

Michael  J.  Kogutek 
New  York  1980-81 

Jack  W.  Flynt 

Texas  1981-82 

Al  Keller  Jr. 

Illinois  1982-83 

Keith  Kreul 

Wisconsin  1983-84 

Clarence  M.  Bacon 
Maryland  1984-85 

*Dale  L.  Renaud 
Iowa  1985-86 

James  P.  Dean 
Mississippi  1986-87 

John  P.  "Jake”  Comer 
Massachusetts  1987-88 

Hon.  H.F.  “Sparky” 
Gierke 

North  Dakota  1988-89 

Miles  S.  Epling 

West  Viriginia  1989-90 

Robert  S.  Turner 

Georgia  1990-91 

Dominic  D. 
DiFrancesco 
Pennsylvania  1991-92 

Roger  A.  Munson 
Ohio  1992-93 

Bruce  Thiesen 
California  1993-94 


PAST  NATIONAL  COMMANDERS  OY  VOTE  OF  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 


*Bennett  Champ 
Clark 

Missouri  — Presided 
at  Paris  Caucus, 
March  1919 

*Milton  J.  Foreman 
Illinois  — Chairman, 
Executive  Committee 
at  Paris 


*Henry  D.  Lindsley 

Texas  — Presided  at 
St.  Louis  Caucus, 

May  1919 

*Theodore  Roosevelt 
Jr. 

New  York 


*Eric  Fisher  Wood 
Pennsylvania  — 
Temporary  Chairman 
and  Secretary  at  Paris 
Caucus 


*Thomas  W.  Miller 
Nevada  — Chairman 
Pro  Tempore  Paris 
Caucus  March  1919 

*Maurice  Stember 
New  York 


*Hamilton  Fish  Sr. 
New  York  1979 

E.  Roy  Stone  Jr. 
South  Carolina  1987 


HONORARY  NATIONAL  COMMANDERS 


*General  John  J.  Pershing  *Marshal  Ferdinand  Foch 


‘Deceased  “Killed  in  auto  accident  while  serving  as  Commander  ‘“Elected  by  Executive  Committee  to  fill  unexpired  term. 


1921  Marshal  Ferdinand  Foch  of  France 
Adm.  Earl  Beatty  of  Great  Britain 
Gen.  Baron  Jacques  of  Belgium 
Gen.  Armando  Diaz  of  Italy 
Charles  Bertrand  of  France 


1922 

Gen.  of  the  Armies  John  J Pershing 

1923 

Adm  Robert  E.  Coontz 
Gen.  Josef  Haller  of  Poland 

1926 

Ignace  Jan  Paderewski  of  Poland 

1927 

Comte  Francois  Marie  Robert 
Dejean  of  France 

1928 

Field  Marshal  Viscount  Allenby  of 
Great  Britain 

1929 

Judge  Kenesaw  Mountain  Landis 

1930 

Adm.  William  S.  Sims 

1942 

Gen.  Douglas  A.  MacArthur 

1943 

Gen.  George  C.  Marshall 
Adm.  Ernest  J.  King 

1944 

Hon.  Frank  Knox* 
Henry  Ford 
Gen.  H.H.  Arnold 

1945 

President  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt 
Gen.  Theodore  Roosevelt  Jr  * 
Ernest  (Ernie)  Pyle* 
Hon,  Henry  L.  Stimson 
Fleet  Adm.  Chester  W.  Nimitz 
Gen.  of  the  Army  Dwight  D.  Eisenhower 

1946 

Edgar  Hoover 
Bob  Hope 
William  Randolph  Hearst 
Maj.  Gen.  Lewis  B.  Hershey 
Hon.  Cordell  Hull 

1947 

Lt.  Gen.  William  S.  Knudsen 
Sen.  Edward  Martin 
Chief  Justice  Fred  M.  Vinson 

1949 

President  Harry  S.  Truman 
George  Herman  (Babe)  Ruth* 
Maj.  Gen.  Frank  Parker* 

1950 

Charles  F.  Johnson  Jr. 
Maj.  Gen.  Milton  A.  Reckord 
Rep.  Edith  Nourse  Rogers 

1951 

Gen.  Charles  P.  Summerall 

1953 

Rep.  Royal  C.  Johnson* 

1954 

Maj.  Gen.  George  A.  White* 

1955 

Dr.  Jonas  E.  Salk 
Maj.  Gen.  Ellard  A.  Walsh 

1956 

Vice  Adm.  Joel  T.  Boone 
Charles  Stewart  Mott 

1957 

Gen.  Mark  W.  Clark 
The  Most  Reverend  Fulton  J.  Sheen 

1958 

Bernard  Mannes  Baruch 

Unknown  Servicemen  of  World  War  1,  World 

War  li,  and  Korea.  Interred  at  the  Tomb  of  the 

Unknown  Soldier,  Arlington  National  Cemetery 

1959 

Sen.  Robert  S.  Kerr 

1961 

President  John  F.  Kennedy 

1962 

Gen.  Lucius  D.  Clay 
Dr.  Thomas  A.  Dooley* 

1963 

Francis  Cardinal  Spellman 

1964 

Dr.  Charles  W.  Mayo 

1965 

President  Herbert  C.  Hoover* 
Hon.  James  F.  Byrnes 

1966 

Capt.  Roger  H.C.  Donlon 

1967 

Hon.  Tom  C.  Clark 

1968 

President  Lyndon  B.  Johnson 
Gen.  William  C.  Westmoreland 

1969 

President  Richard  M.  Nixon 

1970 

Rep.  Olin  E.  Teague 

1971 

Rep.  L.  Mendel  Rivers* 
Sen.  Richard  B.  Russell* 

1972 

Sen.  John  C.  Stennis 
Dewitt  Wallace 

1974 

Hon.  Henry  A.  Kissinger 
Rep.  F.  Edward  Hebert 

1975 

Harry  W.  Colmery 

1976 

Pat  O'Brien 

1977 

Howard  A.  Rusk,  M.D. 

1978 

Bowie  K.  Kuhn 

1979 

Thomas  A.  Murphy 

1980 

President  Gerald  R.  Ford 
Dead  & Missing  of  the  Vietnam  War 

1981 

American  Space  Shuttle  Astronauts 
John  Young  and  Robert  Crippen 

1982 

President  Ronald  W.  Reagan 

1983 

Adm.  Hyman  C.  Rickover 

1984 

Sen.  J.  Strom  Thurmond 

1985 

Hon.  Caspar  W.  Weinberger 
Fleet  Adm.  William  F.  Halsey  Jr.* 

1987 

Hon.  William  H.  Webster 

1988 

Douglas  Edwards 

1989 

Hon.  Howard  H.  Baker  Jr. 

1990 

Michael  E.  DeBakey,  M.D. 

1991 

President  George  H.W.  Bush 

1992 

Richard  Thornburgh 

1993 

Gen.  Colin  Powell 

1994 

Walter  Annenburg 

‘Awarded  Posthumously 
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The  American  Legion  Auxiliary 


Linda  Newsome 
National  President 


The  American 
Legion  Auxiliary 

NATIONAL 

OFFICERS 


Verna  Vance 

National  Chaplain 


Syble  Deshotel 

National  Vice  President 


Merrilyn  Stock 


Vice  President 
Western  Division 


Ardel  Ingwalson 

Vice  President 
Northwestern  Division 


Charlotte  Cothran 

Vice  President 
Southern  Division 


ANNUAL 


Mildred  Braquet 

National  Historian 


Florence  Long 

Vice  President 
Central  Division 


Violet  Argila 

Vice  President 
Eastern  Division 


CCI  ET  everyone  in  your  community 
know  why  you,  each  of  you, 
Li  believes  in  our  organization  and 
why  75  years  is  just  a beginning.  Anniver- 
sary celebrations  are  fun  times.  Let’s  wave 
our  flags  and  wish  our  Auxiliary  a super 
Diamond  Jubilee!” 

National  President  Linda  Newsome 
kicked  off  the  75th-year  of  the  American 
Legion  Auxiliary  with  this  statement  urg- 
ing members  to  spread  the  message  of  the 
American  Legion  Auxiliary. 

This  message  is  the  same  message  the 
Auxiliary  has  worked  to  perpetuate  for 
three  quarters  of  a century:  “Service,  Not 
Self.  ” The  motto  represents  hope,  compas- 
sion, idealism  and  generosity. 

But  this  year,  that  message  was  taken 
one  step  further.  “75  Years  of  Service,  Not 
Self’  was  chosen  as  the  theme  to  reaffirm 
the  American  Legion  Auxiliary’s  75  years 
of  commitment  to  God  and  Country. 

The  Auxiliary  has  always  focused  on 
veterans,  their  families,  children,  women’s 
issues  and  community  service.  Members 
work  under  the  premise  that  no  one 
should  live  within  a community  without 
giving  something  back  to  the  community. 
This  is  what  allows  us  to  live  in  a safe, 
comfortable,  positive  atmosphere. 

Members  of  the  Auxiliary  are  con- 
cerned citizens:  concerned  about  the  wel- 
fare, care  and  education  of  children;  con- 
cerned about  the  physical  and  emotional 
well-being  of  our  disabled  veterans;  con- 
cerned about  the  safety  of  our  communi- 
ties; concerned  about  the  depleting  family 
value  system  which  is  ripping  at  the  foun- 
dation of  our  country. 

Under  the  leadership  of  National  Presi- 
dent Linda  Newsome,  the  Auxiliary 
worked  to  address  these  concerns.  Annu- 
ally, Auxiliary  volunteers  raise  more  than 
$17  million  for  reinvestment  into  VA 
Medical  Centers,  community  activities 
and  positive  programs  for  children.  Our 


40 


Programs  and  Agendas 


The  American  Legion  Auxiliary 
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members  also  volunteer  more  than  10  mil- 
lion hours  on  a yearly  basis  to  ensure  that 
the  American  dream  remains  alive. 

This  year  was  no  different.  Through 
programs  such  as  Freedom’s  Foundation, 
Teen  Court,  American  Education  Week, 
Girls  Nation,  POW/MIA  Awareness, 
National  Crime  Prevention,  Poppy  pro- 
motions, Hospital  volunteer  service  and 
the  Auxiliary  Emergency  Fund  members 
spread  the  message  that  the  Auxiliary  is  a 
strong  and  visible  element  in  American 
communities. 

The  Auxiliary  also  spotlighted  two 
areas  of  special  concern:  membership  and 
the  Citizens  Flag  Alliance.  For  many  years, 
the  Auxiliary  has  used  the  phrase  “nearly  1 
million  members”  when  discussing  mem- 
bership statistics.  One  of  the  National 
President’s  primary  goals  was  to  bring  the 
Auxiliary  one  step  closer  to  making  the 
“nearly”  obsolete.  As  of  preparing  this 
report,  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary’s 
membership  has  increased  from  this  time 
last  year.  This  increase  can  be  attributed  to 
the  loyalty  and  dedication  members  have 
for  the  success  of  the  American  Legion 
Auxiliary. 

Each  and  every  member  holds  a special 
place  in  their  heart  for  the  American  flag. 
Old  Glory  represents  everything  this  orga- 
nization stands  for:  freedom,  democracy, 
optimism,  opportunity,  patriotism  and 
pride.  This  is  why  Auxiliary  members  have 
personally  pledged  to  do  their  part  to  pass 
a constitutional  amendment  to  protect  the 
American  flag  from  physical  desecration. 

The  Citizens  Flag  Alliance  was  founded 
in  1993  with  one  goal  in  mind:  to  protect 
the  flag  from  hateful,  negative  desecration. 
The  CFA  set  out  to  pass  a constitutional 
amendment  to  make  this  desecration  ille- 
gal. Along  with  the  support  of  the  Ameri- 
can Legion  family,  the  CFA  is  97  organiza- 
tions and  30  million  members  strong  in 
support  of  this  constitutional  amendment. 

This  fight  is  not  over.  Through  the 
CFA,  the  Auxiliary  is  doing  their  part  to 
make  sure  that  the  American  flag  remains 
the  flag  of  tomorrow. 

The  American  Legion  Auxiliary’s  Dia- 
mond Jubilee  year  has  been  filled  with 
reflections  of  the  past  and  concentration 
on  the  present.  The  hard  work  and  strong 
commitment  the  Auxiliary  has  radiated 
this  year  has  set  the  pace  for  a more  posi- 
tive Auxiliary  of  the  future.  ■ 


75th  NATIONAL 

CONVENTION  AGENDA 


Indiana  Convention  Center, 
Exhibit  Hal!  C, 

Indianapolis,  Indiana 


FRIDAY, 

SEPTEMBER  1,  1995 

8-9AM  NATIONAL  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 
MEETING 

Indiana  Convention  Center, 

Boom  142 

8-9:1 5AM  PAGES  REHEARSAL 
Indiana  Convention  Center, 

Exhibit  Hall  C 

9:30-1 0:30AM  NATIONAL  JUNIOR 
MEETING  REGISTRATION 
Hyatt  Regency, 

Mountain  Suites  Foyer 

9:30-1 1:30AM  PRE-CONVENTION 
COMMITTEE  MEETINGS 


Constitution  & Bylaws 

Membership 

Sagamore 
Ballroom  7 

Credentials 

Resolutions 

Room  211 

Veterans  Affairs  & 

Sagamore 

Rehabilitation 

Ballroom  6 

Finance 

Room  212 

Indiana  Convention  Center 


Group  A Americanism 
Auxiliary 
Emergency  Fund 
Community  Service 


Sagamore 
Ballroom  1 


10:30AM-12:30PM  NATIONAL  JUNIOR 

MEETING 
Hyatt  Regency, 

Mt.  Rushmore  Room 

12:30-2PM  NATIONAL  JUNIOR  MEETING 

LUNCH 

Hyatt  Regency, 

Mt.  McKinley  Room 

1:30-4:30PM  DIVISION  CAUCUSES 

Indiana  Convention  Center 

Central 


Eastern 


Sagamore  Ballroom  3 
Second  Level 

Sagamore  Ballroom  4 
Second  Level 


Group B 

Children  & Youth 
Education 

Sagamore 
Ballroom  3 

Northwestern 

Sagamore  Ballroom  6 & 7 

Girls  State 

Second  Level 

Group  C 

Junior  Activities 
Cavalcade  of 

Sagamore 
Ballroom  4 

Southern 

Sagamore  Ballroom  5 
Second  Level 

Memories 
National  Security 
Public  Relations 

Western 

Sagamore  Ballroom  1 & 2 
Second  Level 

Group  D 

Legislative 

Sagamore 

2-3:30pm  NATIONAL  JUNIOR  DIVISION 

CAUCUSES 

Past  Presidents 

Ballroom  5 

Parley 

Poppy 

Hyatt  Regency  Indianapolis 

Centra! 

Salon  A 

Third  Level 

Group E 

75th  Anniversary 
Chaplains 

Room  209 

Eastern 

Salon  B 

Third  Level 

Historians 

Leadership 

Northwestern 

Salon  C 

Third  Level 

Group  F 

Permanent 

Sagamore 

Southern 

Salon  D 

Third  Level 

Organization 

Rules 

Ballroom  2 

Western 

Salon  E 

Third  Level 
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3:30-4:30PM  NATIONAL  JUNIOR  MEETING 
Hyatt  Regency, 

Mt.  Rushmore  Room 

SATURDAY, 

SEPTEMBER  2,  1995 

9:30AM  OPENING  SESSION 

75th  National  Convention 
Indiana  Convention  Center 

OPENING  PROCESSIONAL 

CALL  TO  ORDER 
Linda  M.  Newsome 
National  President 

INVOCATION 
Mrs.  Verna  Vance 
National  Chaplain 

MOMENT  OF  SILENCE 

PLEDGE  OF  ALLEGIANCE 
Sandi  Dutton 

National  Americanism  Chairman 

NATIONAL  ANTHEM 
National  Convention  Chorus 

PREAMBLE  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION 
Lyla  Semenko 

National  Constitution  & Bylaws 
Chairman 

WELCOME 
Linda  Newsome 
National  President 

INTRODUCTIONS  AND  GREETINGS 
The  American  Legion 

Mr.  Gilbert  Sheeks 
President, 

The  American  Legion  Convention 
Corporation  of  Indiana 

Mr.  William  Detweiler 
National  Commander 

Mr.  Robert  Spanogie 
National  Adjutant 

American  Legion  Auxiliary 
Mrs.  Karen  Lowe 
Department  President,  Indiana 

Mrs.  Bonnie  Brewer 
National  Convention  Chairman 


INTRODUCTION  OF  PAGES  AND 
DISTINGUISHED  GUESTS  COMMITTEE 

Mrs.  Judy  Farmer, 

National  Chairman  of  Pages 

Mrs.  Louise  Loyd, 

National  Vice  Chairman  of  Pages 

Mrs.  Rusty  Beeg,  Personal  Page 

Mrs.  Peggy  Varner,  Personal  Page 

Mrs.  Virginia  Kitchen,  Personal  Page 

Mrs.  Rosita  Dietrich,  Personal  Page 

Mrs.  Dora  Seymour, 

National  Distinguished  Guests 
Committee  Chairman 

Mrs.  Evelyn  Starr, 

National  Distinguished  Guests 
Committee  Vice  Chairman 

Mrs.  Jane  Dupuis, 

National  Distinguished  Guests 
Committee  Member 

REPORT  OF  CONVENTION 
COMMITTEES 

Credentials 
Jeanette  Ghetti 

Permanent  Organization 
Margaret  Elliott 

Rules 

Adelene  Smith 

NATIONAL  COMMITTEE  REPORTS 
Girls  State 

Mrs.  Kristine  West,  Chairman 

1995  Girls  Nation  President 
Kristine  Kalanges 

Americanism 

Sandi  Dutton,  Chairman 

1995  Girl  Scout  Achievement 
Award  Winner 
Heather  J.  Burpee 

First  Reading  of  Proposed 

Amendments 

Lyla  Semenko, 

Constitution  and  Bylaws  Chairman 


INVOCATION 
Mrs.  Verna  Vance 
National  Chaplain 

NATIONAL  COMMITTEE  REPORTS 
Membership 

Mrs.  Molly  Spearman,  Chairman 

Introduction  of  Goal  Department 
Presidents 

Junior  Activities 

Mrs.  Sherry  McLaughlin,  Chairman 

Honorary  Junior  National  President 
Miss  Kristi  Bock 

NOMINATION  OF  1995-1996 
NATIONAL  OFFICERS 

REPORTS  OF  NATIONAL  OFFICERS 

National  Chaplain 
Mrs.  Verna  Vance 

National  Historian 
Mrs.  Mildred  Braquet 

National  Treasurer 
Ms.  Marta  Hedding 

National  Secretary 
Ms.  Peggy  Sappenfield 

NATIONAL  COMMITTEE  REPORTS 

Auxiliary  Emergency  Fund 
Mrs.  Mary  Ann  Ventulett,  Chairman 

Cavalcade  of  Memories 
Mrs.  Betty  Calder,  Chairman 

Children  & Youth 

Mrs.  Barbara  Kranig,  Chairman 

Finance 

Mrs.  Anna  Gear,  Chairman 


11:45AM  PAST  DEPARTMENT  PRESIDENTS’ 
LUNCHEON 
Sagamore  Ballroom, 

Indiana  Convention  Center 


11am  RECESS 


Eight  and  Forty 

Mrs.  Mille  Harrold-Nierman 

Le  Chapeau  National 

Sons  of  The  American  Legion 
National  Commander 

GREETINGS  FROM  THE 
PAST  NATIONAL  PRESIDENTS 

Mrs.  Helen  Holcomb, 

Junior  Past  National  President 


75TH  ANNIVERSARY  SPECIAL 
PRESENTATION 

RECESS 

MONDAY, 

SEPTEMBER  4,  1995 
8:30AM  CALL  TO  ORDER 
Linda  Newsome 
National  President 


1:30PM  CALL  TO  ORDER 
Linda  Newsome 
National  President 

NATIONAL  COMMITTEE  REPORTS 
Public  Relations 
Donna  Light,  Chairman 

HEART  OF  AMERICA  AWARDS 
PRESENTATION 
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NATIONAL  COMMITTEE  REPORTS 
Constitution  & Bylaws 
Lyla  Semenko,  Chairman 

3:30pm  RECESS 

TUESDAY, 

SEPTEMBER  5,  1995 

8:30AM  CALL  TO  ORDER 
Linda  Newsome 
National  President 

INVOCATION 
Mrs.  Verna  Vance 
National  Chaplain 

INTRODUCTION  OF  LOCAL 
CONVENTION  COMMITTEES 
Credentials  Report 
Jeanette  Ghefti,  Chairman 

ELECTION  OF  1995-1996 
NATIONAL  OFFICERS 

NATIONAL  COMMITTEE  REPORTS 

Community  Service 
Virginia  Hobbs,  Chairman 

Education 

Katherine  Morris,  Chairman 


REPORT  OF  RESOLUTIONS 
COMMITTEE 

Mrs.  Mary  Lou  Chester, 
Chairman 

Mrs.  Regina  Davison, 

Vice  Chairman 

Mrs.  Anna  Thompson, 

Member 

RECESSIONAL  OF  COLORS 

2:30PM  ADJOURN 

WEDNESDAY, 
SEPTEMBER  6,  1995 

8:30AM  CALL  TO  ORDER 
Linda  Newsome 
National  President 

INSTALLATION  OF  1995-1996 
NATIONAL  OFFICERS 


REMEMBER!! 


1 0%OFF 

OUR  ALREADY  LOW  PRICE 
ON 

Outdoor  U.S.  Flags 
during 

National  Convention  Days 
August  31 

THROUGH 

September  6 
Visit 

National  Emblem  Sales 
Maryland  Street  Lobby 


Leadership 

Desiree  Stoy,  Chairman 
Legislative 

JoAnn  Cronin,  Chairman 

NATIONAL  COMMITTEE  REPORTS 

National  Security 
Ann  Blalock,  Chairman 

Past  Presidents  Parley 
Helen  Holcomb,  Chairman 

Poppy 

Elsie  Bailey,  Chairman 

Veterans  Affairs  & Rehabilitation 
Phyllis  Bachman,  Chairman 

75th  Anniversary 
Syble  Deshotel,  Chairman 

REPORT  OF  ELECTION  COMMITTEE 

INTRODUCTION  OF  1995-1996 
ELECTED  OFFICERS 

11:15AM  RECESS 

1PM  CALL  TO  ORDER 
Linda  Newsome 
National  President 

REPORT  OF  THE  NATIONAL 

PRESIDENT 

Linda  Newsome 


Congratulations 
to  the 

American  Legion 

• 

M.  H.  Grossman,  Inc. 

Manufacturers  of  Uniform  Caps  Since  1915 

Tel:  (2 1 5)  922-4972  1012  Cherry  Street 

Fax:  (215)  922-5531  Philadelphia,  PA  19107 
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74th  Annual  La  Marche  Nationale 
Salon  National  La  Boutique 
Des  Huit  Chapeaux  Et  Quarante  Femmes 


■ Ramada  Plaza  Hotel, 
Indianapolis,  Indiana, 
September  7,  8,  9, 1995 


□ Mille  Nierman 
La  Chapeau 
National 


THURSDAY, 

SEPTEMBER  7,  1995 

1 1 :30AM  LES  CHAPEAUX  NATIONAUX 
PASSES  LUNCHEON 

Parlor  D - 21st  Floor,  Ramada  Plaza 
Hotel 

PRE-MARCHE  COMMITTEE  MEETINGS 

2-4PM  CHILDREN  & YOUTH 

Circle  Suite,  Lower  Lobby 
Martha  Marsh,  Chairman 

2-4PM  PARTNERSHIP 

Panorama  Ballroom,  21st  Floor 
Helen  Goewey,  Chairman 


2:30-3PM  L’AUMONIER 

Board  Room,  21st  Floor 
Reina  Svacha 

3-4PM  RESOLUTIONS  COMMITTEE 
Board  Room,  21st  Floor 
Marion  Grant 

THURSDAY, 

SEPTEMBER  7,  1995 

4:30-6PM  PRE-MARCHE  POUVOIR 
Meridian  Ballroom  (Lower 
Lobby) 

FRIDAY, 

SEPTEMBER  8,  1995 


□ Helen  Moore 
La  Secretaire- 
Cassiere 
Nationale 


REGISTRATION 

Ruby  Mahaffey,  Chairman 

All  packets  are  to  be  picked  up  at 
Registration  Desk,  Eight  and  Forty 
Headquarters  Office,  Monument 
Suite  (Lower  Lobby)  Ramada  Plaza 
Hotel,  Indianapolis,  Indiana.  Office 
opens  Tuesday,  September  5, 10 
p.m.  to  5 p.m.  until  Friday  noon, 
September  8. 

EMBLEM  SALES  AND/OR  STOCK  ITEMS 

Emblem  and/or  Stock  Item  orders 
only  will  be  taken  in  the  Eight  and 
Forty  Headquarters  Office, 
Monument  Suite  (Lower  Lobby) 
Ramada  Plaza  Hotel  from 
September  5 through  September  8. 

DISTINGUISHED  GUESTS 


2-4PM  NURSES  SCHOLARSHIP 

Panorma  Library,  21st  Floor 
Phyllis  Harden,  Chairman 

2- 3PM  CONSTITUTION  & BYLAWS 

Parlor  A,  21st  Floor 
Eunice  Staley,  Chairman 

3- 4PM  HANDBOOK  COMMITTEE 

Parlor  A,  21st  Floor 
Donna  Baley,  Chairman 

2- 2:30PM  RITUAL  & EMBLEM  COMMITTEE 

Parlor  B,  21st  Floor 
Martha  Barron,  Chairman 

2:30-3PM  AWARDS  COMMITTEE 
Parlor  B,  21st  Floor 
Midge  Farrar,  Chairman 

3- 4PM  PUBLICITY  COMMITTEE 

Parlor  B,  21st  Floor 
Helen  Bone,  Chairman 

2-4PM  LA  CONCIERGE,  LES 

MARECHALS & ALL  PAGES 
Parlor  C,  21st  Floor 
Wanda  North,  La  Concierge 

2-2:30PM  PERMANENT  ORGANIZATION 
Parlor  D - 21st  Floor 
Jane  McClintic,  Chairman 

2:30-3:30PM  MARCHE  RULES  COMMITTEE 
Parlor  D,  21st  Floor 
Judy  Shippee,  Chairman 

3:30-4PM  CREDENTIALS  COMMITTEE 


LA  MARCHE  SESSION 

8:30AM  OPENING  SESSION 

Mrs.  Donna  Berkheirmer 
La  Marche  National  Chairman 
presiding 


PRESENTATION  OF  CHAPEAUX  NATIONAUX 
PASSES 

Mrs.  Frances  Keefe 
Mrs.  Jeanette  Michelet 
Mrs.  Virginia  DeForce 
Mrs.  Ann  Suvak 
Mrs.  Lois  Lansdale 
Mrs.  Marie  Smith 
Mrs.  Treva  Reimink 
Mrs.  Maxine  Martin 
Mrs.  Violet  Aichholz 
Mrs.  Mary  Russell 
Mrs.  Eunice  Staley 
Mrs.  Elyline  Schweitzer 
Mrs.  Helene  Mardu 
Mrs.  Kathleen  Robinson 
Mrs.  Jean  Hayes 
Mrs.  Marie  Smith 
Mrs.  Donna  Baley 


All  Distinguished  Guests  are  to  meet 
in  the  Meridian  Ballroom  (Lower 
Level)  West  Entrance  Door,  Ramada 
Plaza  Hotel,  Indianapolis  upon  their 
arrival  to  be  presented. 


2-2:30pm 


Parlor  D,  21st  Floor 
Nancy  Janssen,  Chairman 

L’ARCHIVISTE 
Board  Room,  21st  Floor 
Ivy  Christoffers 


Mrs.  Elsie  Hemphill 
Mrs.  Dorothy  Brady 
Mrs.  Colleen  Stephens 
Mrs.  Virginia  Kates 
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PRESENTATION  OF  NATIONAL  OFFICERS 
Escorted  by  La  Marche  Pages 
The  Hat  Box  Editor, 

Mrs.  Violet  Montgomery 

La  Secretaire-Caissiere  Nationale, 
Mrs.  Helen  Moore 

L’Avocate  Nationale, 

Mrs.  Elyline  Schweitzer 

L’Aumonier  Nationale, 

Mrs.  Reina  Svacha 

L’Archiviste  Nationale, 

Mrs.  Ivy  Christoffers 

LES  DIVISIONAL  DEMI  CHAPEAUX 

Central  Division, 

Mrs.  Beverly  Stites 

Eastern  Division, 

Mrs.  Virginia  Laird 

Northwestern  Division, 

Mrs.  Marjorie  Miller 

Southern  Division, 

Mrs.  Virginia  Bowman 

Western  Division, 

Mrs.  Kaye  Stang 

LE  DEMI  CHAPEAU 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Lori 

LE  CHAPEAU  NATIONAL 

Mrs.  Mille  Harrold-Nierman 

CALL  TO  ORDER 

Mrs.  Mille  Harrold-Nierman, 

Le  Chapeau  National 

ADVANCEMENT  OF  COLORS 

La  Concierge  Nationale  and  Les 
Marechals 

INVOCATION 

Mrs.  Reina  Svacha, 

L’Aumonier  National 

PLEDGE  OF  ALLEGIANCE 
Mrs.  Wanda  North, 

La  Concierge  Nationale 

NATIONAL  ANTHEM 

Mrs.  Linda  Jelinek, 

Marche  Soloist 

Mrs.  Flo  Fidler, 

Marche  Pianist 

FLANDERS  FIELD 

Mrs.  Virginia  Bowman, 

Southern  Division  Demi  Chapeau 

AMERICA’S  ANSWER5 
Mrs.  Virginia  Laird, 

Eastern  Division  Demi  Chapeau 

ROLL  CALL 

Mrs.  Helen  Moore, 

La  Secretaire  Nationale 


READING  OF  THE  CALL  TO  1995  LA 
MARCHE  NATIONALE 
Mrs.  Helen  Moore, 

La  Secretaire  Nationale 

REPORT  OF  THE  MINUTES  COMMITTEE 
FOR  1994  NATIONAL  MARCHE 

Chairman  Maxine  Martin 

Eunice  Staley 

Kathleen  Robinson 

PRESENTATION  OF  DISTINGUISHED 
GUESTS 

Mr.  William  Detweiler, 

National  Commander, 

The  American  Legion 

Mrs.  Linda  Newsome, 

National  President, 

American  Legion  Auxiliary 

Mrs.  Syhle  Deshotel, 

National  Vice  President, 

American  Legion  Auxiliary 

Mr.  Robert  Spanogle, 

National  Adjutant, 

The  American  Legion 

Mrs.  Peggy  Sappenfield, 

National  Secretary, 

American  Legion  Auxiliary 

Miss  Marta  Hedding, 

National  Treasurer, 

American  Legion  Auxiliary 

Mrs.  Barbara  Kranig, 

Children  & Youth  Chairman, 
American  Legion  Auxiliary 

Mr.  Eugene  Lindquist, 

National  Children  and  Youth 
Chairman, 

The  American  Legion 

Mr.  Terry  Woodburn, 

Deputy  Director, 

Americanism  Children  & Youth, 
The  American  Legion 

Mr.  William  Pease, 

Assistant  Director, 

Americanism  Children  & Youth, 
The  American  Legion 

Mr.  Evan  Bayh, 

Governor, 

State  of  Indiana 

Mr.  Stephen  Goldsmith, 

Mayor, 

City  of  Indianapolis,  Indiana 

Mr.  Gilbert  Sheeks, 

President, 

The  American  Legion  National 
Convention  Corporation  of  Indiana 

Mr.  Ron  Lowe, 

Department  Commander, 
Department  of  Indiana, 

The  American  Legion 


Mr.  K.  Michael  Ayers, 

Department  Adjutant, 

Department  of  Indiana, 

The  American  Legion 

Mrs.  Karen  Lowe, 

Department  President, 

Department  of  Indiana, 

American  Legion  Auxiliary 

Mrs.  Bertha  Thompson, 

NEC,  Department  of  Indiana, 
American  Legion  Auxiliary 

Mrs.  Sue  Liford, 

Department  Secretary, 

Department  of  Indiana, 

American  Legion  Auxiliary 

Mrs.  Donna  Berkheimer, 

Le  Chapeau  Departemental, 
Departemental  d’indiana, 

Eight  and  Forty 

Mrs.  Louise  Loyd, 

La  Secretaire  Departemental, 
Departemental  d'lndiana, 

Eight  and  Forty 

Mrs.  Bonnie  Brewer, 

National  Convention  Chairman, 
American  Legion  Auxiliary 

Mrs.  Donna  Berkheimer, 

National  La  Marche  Chairman, 

Eight  and  Forty 

INTRODUCTION  OF  CHAPEAU  NATIONAUX 
PASSES 

Mrs.  Mille  Nierman, 

Le  Chapeau  National 

SPEAKING  FOR  THE  CHAPEAU  NATIONAUX 
PASSES 

Mrs.  Virginia  Kates, 

Immediate  Chapeau  National  Passe 

REPORT  OF  SPECIAL  COMMITTEES 

La  Marche  National  Rules 
Chairman  Judy  Shippee 

Permanent  Organization 
Chairman  Jane  McClinitic 

REPORT  OF  DIVISIONAL  DEMI  CHAPEAU 
NATIONAUX  AND  INTRODUCTION  OF 
LES  CHAPEAU  DEPARTMENTAUX 

Central  Division, 

Beverly  Stites 

Eastern  Division, 

Virginia  Laird 

Northwestern  Division, 

Marjorie  Miller 

Southern  Division, 

Virginia  Bowman 

Western  Division, 

Kaye  Stang 


45 


The  American  Legion  1 9 9 5 National  Convention 


REPORT  OF  NATIONAL  OFFICERS  FOR 
1994-1995 

Le  Chapeau  National, 

Mrs.  Mille  Harroid-Nierman 

Le  Demi  Chapeau  National, 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Lori 

L’Archiviste  National, 

Mrs.  Ivy  Christoffers 

L’Aumonier  National, 

Mrs  Reina  Svacha 

L’Avocate  Nationale, 

Mrs.  Elyline  Schweitzer 

La  Secretaire-Caissiere  Nationale, 
Mrs.  Helen  Moore 

The  Hat  Box  Editor, 

Mrs.  Violet  Montgomery 

10:30AM  NOMINATION  OF  NATIONAL 
OFFICERS  FOR  1995-1996 

RECESS 

11:30AM  DIVISIONAL  LUNCHES  AND 
CAUCUSES 

Central  Division 
Henry’s  Room 

Le  Demi  Chapeau  Beverly  Stites 

Eastern  Division 

Panorama  Library,  21st  Floor 

Le  Demi  Chapeau  Virginia  Laird 

Northwestern  Division 

Parlor  B,  21st  Floor 

Le  Demi  Chapeau  Marjorie  Miller 

Southern  Division 

Parlor  C,  21st  Floor 

Le  Demi  Chapeau  Virginia  Bowman 

Western  Division 

Parlor  D,  21st  Floor 

Le  Demi  Chapeau  Kaye  Slang 

DIVISIONAL  CAUCUSES  IMMEDIATELY 
FOLLOWING  LUNCHES 

2PM  SECOND  SESSION  — LA  MARCHE 
NATIONALE 

REPORT  OF  STANDING  COMMITTEES  AND 
INTRODUCTION  OF  REGIONAL  OR 
DIVISIONAL  CHAIRMEN 

Children  and  Youth 
Chairman  Martha  Marsh 
Speaker:  Miss  Melissa  Bise, 
National  Jewish  Center  for 
Immunology  and  Respiratory 
Medicine 

Finance 

Chairman  Venita  Holthaus 

Nurses  Scholarship 
Chairman  Phyllis  Harden 

Partnership 

Chairman  Helen  Goewey 


Rituals  and  Emblems 
Chairman  Martha  Barron 

Constitution  and  Bylaws 
Chairman  Eunice  Staley 

Awards 

Chairman  Midge  Farrar 

Advisory  Committee 
Chairman  Virginia  Kates 

Handbook  Committee 
Chairman  Donna  Baley 

Publicity 

Chairman  Helen  Bone 

National  Photo  Book 
Chairman  Emily  Miner 

National  Memory  Book 
Chairman  Joyce  Hawley 

PRESENTATION  OF  LOCAL  MARCHE 
COMMITTEES 

National  La  Marche  Chairman 
Donna  Berkheimer 

RECESS 

FRIDAY, 

SEPTEMBER  8,  1995 
7:30-9:30PM  SCHOOL  OF  INSTRUCTION 
Meridian  Ballroom,  Lower  Lobby 

Information  will  be  presented  by  the 
National  Officers  and  Chairmen. 
Helen  Moore,  La  Secretaire- 
Caissiere  Nationale  presiding.  ALL 
PARTNERS  ARE  INVITED  TO  ATTEND 

SATURDAY, 

SEPTEMBER  9,  1995 
8:30AM  THIRD  SESSION  — LA  MARCHE 
NATIONALE 

MEMORIAL  SERVICE 

L’Aumonier  National  Reina  Svacha, 
presiding 

PRELUDE 

Flo  Fidier,  La  Musicienne 
PROCESSIONAL 

Les  Chapeaux  Nationaux  Passes 

LES  DEMI  CHAPEAUX  DIVISIONAL 
Le  Chapeau, 

Departemental  de  Michigan 

ADVANCING  THE  MEMORIAL  BOOK 
Elizabeth  Lori, 

Le  Demi  Chapeau  National 

LIGHTING  THE  MEMORIAL  CANDLE 
Mille  Harroid-Nierman, 

Le  Chapeau  National 

PRAYER 

Reina  Svacha, 

L’Aumonier  National 

MUSICAL  SELECTION 

TRIBUTE  TO  ALL  DECEASED  PARTNERS 
Mille  Harroid-Nierman, 

Le  Chapeau  National 


EULOGY  IN  MEMORY  OF  LELLA  GLEASON 
HUNT 

Le  Chapeau  National  Passe 
Jacklyn  Skinner, 

Le  Chapeau  Deprtemental  de 
Michigan 

TRIBUTE  TO  ALL  PARTNERS  ENTERING 
ETERNAL  REST 

1994- 1995 

Divisional  Demi  Chapeaux: 

Central  Division, 

Beverly  Stites 

Eastern  Division, 

Virginia  Laird 

Northwestern  Division, 

Marjorie  Miller 

Southern  Division, 

Virginia  Bowman 

Western  Division, 

Kaye  Stang 

RESPONSE 

Reina  Svacha, 

L’Aumonier  National 

MUSICAL  SELECTION 

PRAYER  AND  BENEDICTION 
Reina  Svacha, 

L’Aumonier  National 

ANSWERING  CALL  TO  SALON  ETERNAL 
Wanda  North,  La  Concierge 

MUSICAL  SELECTION 

RECESSIONAL 

Audience  should  remain  seated 
until  after  the  recessional,  and 
please  refrain  from  photo-taking 
until  conclusion  of  the  service. 

REPORT  OF  SPECIAL  MARCHE 
COMMITTEES 
Credentials  Committee, 

Chairman  Nancy  Janssen 

Resolutions  Committee, 

Chairman  Marion  Grant 

ELECTION  OF  NATIONAL  OFFICERS  FOR 

1995- 1996 

PRESENTATION  OF  LES  MARECHALS 
Linda  Turner,  Utah 

Jacklyn  Skinner,  Michigan 

PRESENTATION  OF  NATIONAL  PAGES  TO  LE 
CHAPEAU  NATIONAL 
Chairman  Bev  Hood,  Washington 

Vice  Chairman  Nadine  Tompson, 
Oklahoma 

Anna  Lindemood,  Arizona 
Nora  Mastropieri,  California 
Elaine  Brady,  New  York 
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Mary  J.  Fone,  Ohio 

Frances  Haydel,  Louisiana 

Martha  Adams,  District  of  Columbia 

Cleo  Morman,  Nebraska 

Joyce  Black,  Idaho 

June  Woodward,  California 

Lola  Lestrick,  New  Mexico 

Patsy  Davis,  Maryland 

Betty  Andrews,  Colorado 

Alene  Fishman,  Oregon 

Gloria  Moatz,  Pennsylvania 

Donna  Morice,  Missouri 

Wiila  Romano,  Washington 

PRESENTATION  OF  PERSONAL  PAGES  TO 
LE  CHAPEAU  NATIONAL 

Betty  Lehman,  Washington 

Barbara  Rutherford,  Washington 

Helen  Evans,  Washington 

Pat  Schwabland,  Washington 
(Honorary) 

Harriett  Haslam, 

Washington/Arkansas  (Honorary) 

PRESENTATION  OF  PERSONAL  PAGES  TO 
LA  SECRETAIRE-CAISSIERE 
NATIONALS 

Louise  Loyd,  Indiana 

Martha  Barron,  Arizona 

Betty  Schlueter,  Minnesota 

RATIFICATION  OF  ELECTION  OF  LES 
DIVISIONAL  DEMI  CHAPEAU 
NATIONAUX 

INTRODUCTION  OF  LES  DEM!  CHAPEAUX 
AND  PINNING  OF  LES  DEMI 
CHAPEAUX 

REPORT  OF  JUDGE  OF  ELECTIONS 

Judge  Frances  Gapero,  California 

PRESENTATION  OF  NEWLY  ELECTED 
OFFICERS  FOR  1995-1996 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS 

NEW  BUSINESS 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

RECESS 

POST  MARCH  POUVOIR 

Immediately  following  Saturday 
Morning  La  Marche  Meeting 

REHEARSAL  FOR  INSTALLATION 

Immediately  following  Post  Marche 
Pouvoir 

6-7PMCASH  BAR 

Foyer,  Lower  Lobby 


7PM  INSTALLATION  BANQUET 

Meridian  Ballroom,  Lower  Lobby 

PROCESSIONAL  OF  GUESTS 
Banquet  Chairman, 

Donna  Berkheimer 

INVOCATION 

L’Aumonier  National 
Reina  Svacha 

PLEDGE  OF  ALLEGIANCE 

La  Concierge  National 
Wanda  North 

NATIONAL  ANTHEM 
Linda  Jelinek, 

Marche  Soloist 

Flo  Fidler, 

Musicienne  Nationals 
WELCOME 

National  La  Marche  Chairman 
Donna  Berkheimer 

RESPONSE 

National  Le  Demi  Chapeau 
Elizabeth  Lori 

BANQUET  SERVED 

INTRODUCTION  OF  GUESTS 
Le  Chapeau  National, 

Mille  Harrold-Nierman 

ENTERTAINMENT 

RECESS 

INSTALLATION  OF  1995-1996  NATIONAL 
OFFICERS 
Installing  Officer, 

Le  Chapeau  National  Passe, 

Dorothy  Brady 

Installing  L’Aumonier, 

Le  Chapeau  National  Passe, 

Marie  Smith 

Installing  La  Concierge, 

Le  Chapeau  National  Passe, 

Colleen  Stephens 

PRESENTATION  OF  LE  CHAPEAU  NATIONAL 
PASSE  PIN  TO  MILLE  NIERMAN 
By  Le  Chapeau  National  Passe, 
Helene  Mardu 

REMARKS 

Le  Chapeau-Elect 
Elizabeth  Lori 

REMINISCING 

Le  Chapeau  National 
Mille  Harrold-Nierman 

BENEDICTION 

L’Aumonier  National  Reina  Svacha 

RETIREMENT  OF  COLORS 

La  Concierge  Nationals 
Wanda  North 

ADJOURNMENT  OF  1995  LA  MARCHE 
NATIONALE 


RECEIVING  LINE  FOR  1995-1996 
OFFICERS 

SPECIAL  MARCHE  COMMITTEES 

LA  MARCHE  NATIONAL  RULES 

Chairman  Judy  Shippee,  Illinois 

Mary  C.  Massey,  Virginia 

Martha  Engh,  South  Dakota 

PERMANENT  ORGANIZATION 

Chairman  Jane  McClintic,  Ohio 

Marge  Burdick,  Washington 

Eva  Aulston,  Alaksa 

CREDENTIALS 

Chairman  Nancy  Janssen,  Kansas 

Janet  Yeargain,  Missouri 

Elizabeth  Washington,  Washington 

Aiberdia  Floyd,  Florida 

RESOLUTIONS 

Chairman  Marion  Grant, 

New  Hampshire 

Mary  Silver,  Illinois 

Vivian  Papia,  Louisiana 

LES  MARECHALS 

Linda  Turner,  Utah 

Jacklyn  Skinner,  Michigan 

NATIONAL  PAGES 

Chairman  Beverly  Hood, 

Washington 

Vice  Chairman  Nadine  Thompson, 
Oklahoma 

Anna  Lindemood,  Arizona 

Nora  Mastropieri,  California 

Elaine  Brady,  New  York 

Mary  J.  Fone,  Ohio 

Frances  Haydel,  Louisiana 

Martha  Adams,  District  of  Columbia 

Cleo  Morman,  Nebraska 

Lola  Lestrick,  New  Mexico 

Patsy  Davis,  Maryland 

Gloria  Moatz,  Pennsylvania 

Donna  Morice,  Missouri 

Joyce  Black,  Idaho 

June  Woodward,  California 

Wiila  Romano,  Washington 

Alene  Fishman,  Oregon 

PERSONAL  PAGES  TO  LE  CHAPEAU 
NATIONAL 

Betty  Lehman,  Washington 
Barbara  Rutherford,  Washington 
Helen  Evans,  Washington 
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Don’t  duck  the  issues! 
Get  a subscription  to  the 
Dispatch  now  and  keep 
on  top  of  all  member- 
ship goals  and  dead- 
lines! 


Subscribe  at  convention 
and  receive  the  special 
rate  of  $12  and  our 
Dispatch  lapel  pin. 


The  Dispatch 

I am  paying  for  my  subscription  to  the  Dispatch  by  (check 

one):  check money  order VISA MC_ 

Charge  card  no. Exp.  date 


NAME 


STREET 


CITY  STATE  ZIP  CODE 


HONORARY  PERSONAL  PAGES  TO  LE 
CHAPEAU  NATIONAL 
Pat  Schwabland,  Washington 

Harriett  Haslam,  Washington 

JUDGE  OF  ELECTIONS 

Frances  Gapero,  California 

TELLERS 

Marion  Heller,  New  Jersey 
Kathy  Riordan,  Connecticut 
CLERKS 

Rosalie  Randall,  Wisconsin 
Josephine  Keohane,  Massachusetts 

PERSONAL  PAGES  TO  LA  SECRETAIRE- 
CAISSIERE  NATIONALE 
Louise  Loyd,  Indiana 

Martha  Barron,  Arizona 
Betty  Schlueter,  Minnesota 
REGISTRATION 

Chairman  Ruby  Mahaffey,  Indiana 

Billie  Martin  Davis,  Oregon 

Abbie  Williamson,  Mississippi 

Nan  Genta,  New  Mexico 

Imagene  Stewart,  District  of 
Columbia 

MARCHE  SOLOIST 

Linda  Jelinek,  Missouri 


One-Stop  Shopping 
for  an  Integrated 
Benefits  Package 


Great-West  offers  one-stop  shop- 
ping for  a full  range  of  contem- 
porary health  care,  life  insur- 
ance, 401  (k)  and  Section  125 
benefits.  Combined  with  superi- 


or service  and  support,  our  inte- 
grated approach  to  plan  design 
helps  employers  offer  attractive 
benefits  and  control  benefit 
costs. 


G“H3 

Great-West 

LIFE  & ANNUITY  INSURANCE  COMPANY 

10401  N.  Meridian  • Suite  350  • Indianapolis,  IN  • 46290  • 1-800-756-5530 


MARCHE  MUSICIENNE 

Flo  Fidler,  Washington 

EMBLEM  SALES  ORDER  COMMITTEE 
Chairman  Elzena  Wagner,  Ohio 

Beverly  Stites,  Indiana 

Sandy  Pile,  Indiana 

Margarete  Whiteman,  Indiana 

DISTINGUISHED  GUEST  COMMITTEE 
Chairman  Betty  Jarrell,  Texas 

Vice  Chairman  Edith  Still, 

New  Hampshire 

Frances  Keefe,  Florida 

Maxine  Martin,  Illinois 

Colleen  Stephens,  Oregon 

Trudy  Chisholm,  Idaho 

LOCAL  COMMITTEES 

La  Marche  National  Chairman, 
Donna  Berkheimer 

National  Vice  Chairman, 

Dorothy  Ann  Stephens 

Secretaire,  Patty  Gifford 

Liaision  to  American  Legion 
Auxiliary,  Treva  Blair 

Banquet  Chairman, 

Donna  Berkheimer 

Banquet  Decorations,  Juanita 
Graham  and  Marion  County  Salon 
#126 

Halls  & Seating,  Becky  Fisher  and 
Parke  County  Salon  #806 

Favors  for  Chapeaux  Nationaux 
Passes,  Vermillion  County  Salon 
#725 

First  Aid,  Sybil  Burnett 

Publicity  Out  of  State, 

Dr.  Corinne  Walker 

Publicity  In  State,  Ruth  Frye 

Entertainment,  Vermillion  County 
Salon  #725  and  Departemental  de 
Missouri 

Display  Tables,  Irene  Pickard  and 
Connie  Haynes 

Divisional  Luncheon  Hostesses: 

Central  Division,  Dorothy  Ann 
Stephens 

Eastern  Division,  Christine  Sprouse 

Southern  Division,  Betty  Rentfro 

Northwestern  Division,  Louise  Loyd 

Western  Division,  Lavelle  Black 

Aide  to  Le  Chapeau  National, 

Nancy  Cox 

Aide  to  L’Aumonier  National, 

Joan  Bohlinger 

Aide  to  L’Archiviste  National, 
Martha  McConnell 
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Programs  and  Agendas 


24th  Annual  National  Convention 
Sons  Of  The  American  Legion  Agenda 


Indiana  Convention  Center 
Sagamore  Ballroom, 
Sections  1 & 2,  2nd  floor 
100  S.  Capitol  Ave. 
Indianapolis,  Indiana, 

Sept.  1-3, 1995 


□Joseph  M.  Mayne 
(Minn.) 

National 

Commander 


□ Woodrow  Mudge 
(Colo.) 

National  Adjutant 


FRIDAY, 

SEPTEMBER  1,  1995 

iPM  registration  of  national 

CONVENTION  DELEGATES  AND 
ALTERNATES  BEGINS 

4PM  PRE-CONVENTION  N.E.C.  MEETING 

Call  To  Order 
Joseph  M.  Mayne  (Minn.) 

National  Commander 

Posting  of  Colors 

Invocation 

Lester  Grummons  (N.Y.) 

National  Chaplain 

Pledge  of  Allegiance 


NOTE:  Times  of  subsequent  session 
and  time  of  Convention  Committee 
Reports  are  subject  to  change  by  the 
Chair. 


Preamble  To  The  Constitution  Of 
The  S.A.L. 

Roll  Call 

Woodrow  Mudge  (Colo.) 

National  Adjutant 

Introduction  Of  Guests 

Appointments  Of  Acting  Officers 

Reading  Of  Minutes  Of  Previous 
Meeting 

Greetings  By  John  Kerestan, 
National  S.A.L.  Liaison 

Commission  Reports 

Legislative  Commission 

Veterans  Affairs  And  Rehabilitation 

Public  Relations  Commission 

Community  Affairs  Committee 

Americanism  Commission 

Children  and  Youth  Committee 

Child  Welfare  Foundation 

Education  Committee 

Internal  Affairs  Commission 

Convention  Committee 

Membership  Committee 

Finance  Commission 

Sub-Committee  on  Resolutions 

Old  Business 

New  Business 

For  The  Good  of  The  S.A.L. 

Final  Announcements 

Benediction 

Retirement  of  The  Colors 
Adjournment 
5pm  Registration  Closes 

24th  Annual 
National  Convention 

7PM  OPENING  CEREMONY 

Introduction  Of  National  Officers 


James  A.  Siverson  (Ore.) 

National  Convention  Committee 
Chairman 

Call  To  Order 
Joseph  M.  Mayne  (Minn.) 

National  Commander 

Posting  of  The  Colors 
Apache  Junction,  Ariz.,  S.A.L. 
Squadron  27  Color  Guard,  Current 
National  S.A.L.  Color  Guard 
Champions 

Invocation 

Lester  Grummons  (N.Y.) 

National  Chaplain 

Pledge  of  Allegiance 

Preamble  To  The  Constitution  of 
The  Sons  of  The  American  Legion 

POW/MIA  Ceremony 
Apache  Squadron  Color  Guard 

Memorial  Service  And  W.W.II  50th 
Anniversary  Commemoration 
Lester  Grummons  (N.Y.) 

National  Chaplain 

Roll  Call 

Woodrow  L.  Mudge,  Jr.  (Colo.) 
National  Adjutant 

Reading  of  The  Convention  Call 
Woodrow  L.  Mudge,  National 
Adjutant 

Opening  Remarks 
Joseph  M.  Mayne  (Minn.) 

National  Commander 

Introduction  of  Past  National 
Commanders 

Presentation  of  Child  Welfare 
Report  and  Awards 
Terry  Kettering  (Ohio) 

Chairman  National  Child  Welfare 
Foundation  Committee 

Establishment  of  Convention 
Committees 

Salute  To  The  Colors 

Recess  For  Committee  Meetings 

(Note:  During  the  Convention 
sessions,  various  addresses  will  be 
delivered) 

9pm  (Approx.)  Convention  Committee 
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Meetings 

10pm  Committee  Meetings  Recess 


SATURDAY, 
SEPTEMBER  2,  1995 


8AM  DELEGATE  AND  ALTERNATE 
REGISTRATION  OPENS 

9AM  24TH  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 
RECONVENES 

Call  To  Order 
Joseph  M.  Mayne  (Minn.) 

National  Commander 

Invocation 

Lester  Grummons  (N.Y.) 

National  Chaplain 

Pledge  of  Allegiance 

Preamble  To  The  Constitution  of 
The  Sons  of  The  American  Legion 

Roll  Call 

Woodrow  L.  Mudge  (Colo.) 

National  Adjutant 

First  Report  of  Credentials 
Committee 

First  Report  of  Legislative  And 
Rules  Committee 

Presentation  of  National  History 
Contest  Awards 
Craig  R.  Smith  (Ohio) 

National  Historian 

Presentation  of  Community  Service 
Scrapbook  Award 
Bruce  F.  Paquin  (Md.) 

Chairman  National  Community 
Affairs  Committee 

Salute  To  The  Colors 

Recess  For  Convention  Committee 
Meetings 

12:30PM  AREA  CAUCUSES 

1PM  CONVENTION  RECONVENES 

Call  To  Order 
Joseph  M.  Mayne  (Minn.) 

National  Commander 

Salute  To  The  Colors 

Reports  of  National  Officers 
Donald  E.  Chalmers  (N.Y.) 

National  Vice  Commander 
(East) 

Brian  K.  James  (Ky.) 

National  Vice  Commander 
(South) 

George  Sauber  (Minn.) 

National  Vice  Commander 
(Central) 


Richard  Cook  (Okla.) 

National  Vice  Commander 
(Midwest) 

Allen  Henry  (Ore.) 

National  Vice  Commander 
(West) 

Reports  of  National 
Convention  Committees 
Credentials— 

Preliminary  Report 

Americanism 

Constitutional  Amendments 

Finance 

Internal  Affairs 

Legislative  And  Rules 

Roll  Calls  For  Nominations  of 
National  Officers 

Recess 

3PM  REGISTRATION  CLOSES 
4pm  PARADE 


SUNDAY, 

SEPTEMBER  3,  1995 


7:30AM  REGISTRATION  OPENS 

8:30AM  REGISTRATION  CLOSES 

Convention  Reconvenes 

Call  To  Order 
Joseph  M.  Mayne  (Minn.) 

National  Commander 

Salute  To  The  Colors 

Invocation 

Lester  Grummons  (N.Y.) 

National  Chaplain 

Pledge  of  Allegiance 

Roll  Call 

Woodrow  L.  Mudge  Jr.  (Colo.) 
National  Adjutant 

Membership  Committee  Report 

Veterans  Affairs  And  Rehabilitation 
Committee  Report 

9:45AM  Recess  For  Joint  Memorial 
Service 

10:15am  Joint  Memorial  Service 
12:30pm  Convention  Reconvenes 


National  Commander’s  Report 
Joseph  M.  Mayne  (Minn.) 

National  Commander 

Presentation  of  National 
Commander’s  Citations 
Joseph  M.  Mayne  (Minn.) 

National  Commander 

Final  Report  of  Credentials 
Committee 

Special  Order  of  Business 

Election  of  National  Commander 

National  Vice  Commanders  (5) 

National  Chaplain 

Installation  of  Newly  Elected 
National  Officers 

Benediction 
Lester  Grummons  (N.Y.) 

National  Chaplain 

Retirement  of  Colors 

New  National  S.A.L.  Color  Guard 
Champion 

Final  Adjournment 
Joseph  M.  Mayne  (Minn.) 

National  Commander 

3PM  NATIONAL  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 
POST-CONVENTION  MEETING 

Call  To  Order 

Newly  Elected  National  Commander 
Salute  To  The  Colors 
Invocation 

Newly  Elected  National  Chaplain 
Roll  Call 

National  Adjutant 

Confirmation  of  Appointed  National 
Officers 

Remarks  By  Committee  And 
Commission  Chairman 

Unfinished  Business 

New  Business 

Benediction 

Newly  Elected  National  Chaplain 
Salute  To  The  Colors 
Adjournment 

Newly  Elected  National  Commander 
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NATIONAL  OFFICERS 

NATIONAL  VICE  COMMANDER 
(East) 

Donald  E.  Chalmers  (N.Y.) 

NATIONAL  VICE  COMMANDER 
(South) 

Brian  K.  James  (Ky.) 

NATIONAL  VICE  COMMANDER 
(Central) 

George  Sauber  (Minn.) 

NATIONAL  VICE  COMMANDER 
(Midwest) 

Richard  Cook  (Okla.) 

NATIONAL  VICE  COMMANDER 
(West) 

Allen  Henry  (Ore.) 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANT  ADJUTANTS 

Thomas  Milligan  (Mich.) 

Harold  E.  Thompson,  Jr.  (Neb.) 
Wendell  Gordon  (N.M.) 

Kevin  B.  Proctor  (Colo.) 

William  E.  Matoska  (Md.) 

NATIONAL  CHAPLAIN 
Lester  Grummons  (N.Y.) 

NATIONAL  HISTORIAN 
Craig  R.  Smith  (Ohio) 

NATIONAL  JUDGE  ADVOCATE 
Joseph  Paviglianti  (N.Y.) 

NATIONAL  SERGEANT-AT-ARMS 
Kirk  D.  Thompson  (Minn.) 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANT 
SERGEANTS-AT-ARMS 
R.  Mike  Matteson  (Ariz.) 

Charles  D.  Higgins  (Minn.) 

Mike  Mcnally  (N.Y.) 

Thomas  P.  Voigtman  (Iowa) 

Terry  J.  Gilbert  (Calif.) 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER’S  AIDE 
Korry  D.  Thompson  (Minn.) 


SAL  PAST  NATIONAL 
COMMANDERS 

1968  Michael  Seaton  (Calif 

1969  Robert  McBride  (Ohio 

1970  J.R.  Stillwell  (III. 

1971  J.R.  Stillwell  (III. 

1972  John  Smolinsky  (Mass. 

1973  Robert  Faust  (Calif. 

1974  James  Hartman  (Md. 

1975  Gregory  Reis  (III. 

1976  Grant  Jamieson  (Mich. 

1977  Charles  Gannon  (Md. 

1978  John  M.  Sherrard  (Calif. 

1979  Richard  Kepler  (Ariz. 

1980  Ernest  Wilson  (N.J. 

1981  Donald  Willson  (Pa. 

1982  David  P.  Stephens  (Ind. 

1983  Christopher  R.  Cerullo  (N.Y. 

1984  Fred  Hartline  (Ohio 

1985  Woodrow  L.  Mudge,  Jr.  (Colo. 

1986  Royce  Doucet (La. 

1987  Douglas  Bible  (Minn. 

1988  Richard  L.  League  (Md. 

1989  David  Faust  (Wis. 

1990  Charles  R.  Belles  (Va. 

1991  Robert  A.  Worrel  (Ind. 

1992  Eugene  L.  Sacco  (Calif. 

1993  Charles  Rigsby  (Mich. 

(Deceased) 

1994  Roland  D.  Matteson  (Ariz.) 


REDEEM 
THIS  COUPON 
FOR 

00 

%\9  JL  OFF 

ONE 

NAVY  BLUE 
AMERICAN  LEGION 
EMBROIDERED  EMBLEM 
SPORTS  CAP 
(while  supplies  last) 

$4U  TAX  INCLUDED 
REGULARLY  $5“ 

AT 

National  Emblem  Sales 
Maryland  Street  Lobby 


The  American  Legion 
Calls  GSO  to  Cure  Its 
Business  Headaches 


Handling  today's  business  issues  can 
give  an  executive  a splitting  headache. 
For  over  75  years,  Geo.  S.  Olive  has 
provided  prescriptions  to  improve  the 
wellness  of  The  American  Legion.  We're 
more  than  a CPA  firm.  Much  more.  In 
addition  to  our  audit,  accounting  and  tax 
services,  GSO  offers  extensive  consult- 
ing services  to  help  your  business  grow 
and  stay  strong. 

Join  the  many  organizations,  like  The 
American  Legion,  who  find  relief  in  the 
Olive.  Call  our  Indianapolis  office  at 
(31 7)  383-4000  to  make  an  appointment 
with  one  of  our  business  advisors.  By 
the  way,  we  make  house  calls. 


GEO.  S.  OLIVE 
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1995 

ANNUAL 

REPORT 

Covers  Period  Ending 
June  1,  1994 

The  following  pages  of  this 
official  program  of  the  77th 
Annual  National  Convention 
of  The  American  Legion  con- 
tain a condensed  Annual 
Report  for  The  American 
Legion  1994  year. 

Believing  that  the  delegates  to 
the  National  Convention  are 
entitled  to  receive  a concise 
statement  of  the  major  activi- 
ties of  The  American  Legion 
year  ending  with  this  Nation- 
al Convention,  your  National 
Headquarters  provides  this 
report  as  a part  of  the  official 
program.  In  this  manner,  we 
are  assured  that  every  dele- 
gate and  every  one  who  regis- 
ters for  the  convention  will 
receive  the  condensed  Annual 
Report. 

A full,  detailed  report  has 
been  submitted  to  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States  in 
accordance  with  the  Legion’s 
Congressionally  granted 
charter  and  provisions  of 
Public  Law  249,  77th  Con- 
gress, approved  Sept.  18, 
1941. 
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National  Adjutants  Report 


Back  Home  Again 


THE  novelist  Thomas  Wolfe  once 
wrote:  “You  can’t  go  home  again.” 
That  admonition  can  be  interpreted 
in  many  ways.  But  the  fact  is:  We  have 
come  home  again  to  our  headquarters 
city  of  Indianapolis  for  our  1995  National 
Convention! 

But  there  is  more  to  our  return  to 
Indianapolis  than  simply  a place  to  hold 
our  77th  National  Convention.  I believe 
the  decision  can  be  symbolic  of  a much 
more  significant  “going  home,”  not  just 
to  the  “heartland  of  America,”  but  to  our 
“basics.” 

As  The  American  Legion  embarks 
toward  the  21st  century  and  future 
accomplishments  in  service  to  veterans 
and  their  families,  and  to  this  nation,  we 
are  returning  to  the  fundamental  values 
and  principles  embodied  in  the  four  pil- 
lars upon  which  our  founders  built  this 
great  organization:  Veterans  Affairs  and 
Rehabilitation,  National  Security,  Ameri- 
canism and  Children  and  Youth.  These 
noble  ideas  form  the  heart  of  The  Ameri- 
can Legion. 

And  firmly  grounded  on  that  tradi- 
tional, time-tested  foundation,  we  are 
“Still  Serving  America!” 

The  American  Legion  has  recorded 
many  accomplishments  during  these  past 
12  months.  However,  I want  to  cite  just 
one  that  stands  out  as  an  example  of  our 
solemn  pledge  to  preserve  a 100  percent 
Americanism. 

Live  years  ago,  at  our  1990  Conven- 
tion here  in  Indianapolis,  we  had  just 
embarked  on  a major,  national  campaign 
to  protect  the  flag  of  the  United  States 
from  physical  desecration.  A year  before, 
the  U.S.  Supreme  Court,  in  a narrow  and 
erroneous  decision,  ruled  that  burning  an 
American  flag  was  considered  political 
expression  protected  as  free  speech  by  the 
first  Amendment.  Congress  hurriedly 
enacted  a law  to  protect  the  flag.  Almost 
as  rapidly,  that  law  was  struck  down  by 
the  high  court.  We  knew  then  that  a con- 
stitutional amendment  was  the  only  way 
to  overturn  the  Supreme  Court’s  deci- 


ROBERT  W.  SPANOGLE 

National  Adjutant 


sion.  But  an  attempt  to  pass  such  an 
amendment  failed  to  gain  the  necessary 
two-thirds  majority. 

This  time,  we  went  about  our  cam- 
paign in  the  right  way.  We  organized  and 
stepped-up  our  efforts  in  an  information- 
al, educational  and  political  campaign  to 
generate  an  even  greater  expression  of 
support  for  an  amendment.  Our  “quiet 
revolution”  set  about  gathering  petitions 
and  convincing  49  state  legislatures  to 
pass  “memorializing”  resolutions  while 
asking  Congress  to  enact  a flag  amend- 
ment. We  engaged  Burson-Marsteller,  a 
major  national  public  relations  firm,  to 
guide  our  lobbying  and  public  relations 
efforts.  And,  we  founded  the  Citizens  Llag 
Alliance  (CLA),  a huge,  grass  roots  coali- 
tion to  support  our  cause. 

five  years  of  hard,  dedicated  work  by 
thousands  of  members  of  The  American 
Legion  family  and  thousands  more  citi- 
zens from  the  100-plus  like-minded  orga- 
nizations under  the  CLA  banner  pro- 
duced a huge  groundswell  of  local-level 
support.  The  politicians  began  to  get  the 
message.  Intensive  lobbying  efforts  paid 
off.  Our  campaign  gained  its  first  major 


success  on  June  28,  1995,  when  the  U.S. 
House  of  Representatives  passed  House 
Joint  Resolution  79  by  a vote  of  312  to 
120. 

As  I write  this,  we  face  a stiff  battle  in 
the  U.S.  Senate  to  gain  the  necessary  67 
votes  for  passage  of  an  amendment.  But 
we  will  work  to  convince  these  senators 
to  see  this  as  a right  of  the  people  to 
choose  and  send  an  amendment  back  to 
the  states  for  ratification.  We  are  also 
confident  it  will  be  ratified  more  quickly 
than  any  other  constitutional  amend- 
ment in  the  history  of  this  nation. 

It  will  be  the  proudest  legislative 
accomplishment  in  American  Legion  his- 
tory, ranking  alongside  our  authorship 
and  passage  of  the  GI  Bill  of  Rights. 

I want  to  express  my  great  apprecia- 
tion and  gratitude  to  all  those  who  have 
joined  in  this  historic  quest,  under  the 
strong  leadership  of  National  Comman- 
der William  Detweiler  and  his  predeces- 
sors. The  diligent  effort  of  hundreds  of 
American  Legion  and  Auxiliary  activists 
and  CLA  members  in  every  state  was  cru- 
cial in  bringing  us  this  far. 

This  dedication  to  protect  the  Ameri- 
can flag  as  the  one  unique  and  unifying 
symbol  of  our  nation  and  all  that  it  stands 
for  is  the  highest  form  of  service  to  the 
principle  of  Americanism — one  of  our 
fundamental  purposes. 

As  veterans  who  served  our  country, 
we  formed  a bond  during  that  service:  “I 
shall  not  fail  those  with  whom  I served.” 
That  oath  we  took  is  a covenant  not  only 
with  our  country  and  our  flag,  but  with 
each  other.  That  is  what  makes  veterans 
special,  and  we  will  carry  it  on  through 
our  membership  in  The  American 
Legion. 

We  are  “Still  Serving  America!” 


ROBERT  W.  SPANOGLE 
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National  Officers 


THE  AMERICAN  Legion  is  committed  to 
serving  the  nation’s  veterans,  their  fami- 
lies and  all  children.  This  commitment 
has  remained  solid  since  1919,  when  veter- 
ans of  World  War  1 returned  to  American 
soil  and  formed  this  great  organization. 

As  the  Legion  convenes  in  Indianapolis, 
the  site  of  its  National  Headquarters,  dele- 
gates gather  to  conduct  the  business  of  the 
nation’s  largest  wartime  veterans’  organiza- 
tion. From  this  convention  will  come  poli- 
cies that  will  direct  the  3 million  volunteer 
members  as  they  work  to  make  their  com- 
munities and  our  nation  better  in  the  com- 
ing year. 

The  American  Legion  accomplishes  its 
goals  through  National  Headquarters  in 
Indianapolis,  Ind.,  and  a major  national 
office  in  Washington,  D.C. 

The  Legion’s  chief  executive  officer  is  the 
National  Commander,  elected  by  delegates 
to  the  National  Convention  for  a one-year 
term.  Other  national  officers  chosen  by  the 
National  Convention  are  the  five  National 
Vice  Commanders. 

William  M.  Detweiler  of  New  Orleans, 
La.,  is  the  1994-95  National  Commander  of 
The  American  Legion.  The  major  accom- 
plishments of  the  Legion  during  his  term  of 
office  are  represented  in  the  following  pages 


WILLIAM  M.  DETWEILER 

(LA) 

National  Commander 


of  this  program  and  condensed  annual 
report. 

Robert  W.  Spanogle,  the  National  Adju- 
tant, is  the  chief  administrative  officer  of  The 
American  Legion.  The  National  Adjutant, 


ROBERT  W.  SPANOGLE 

(Ml) 

National  Adjutant 


the  National  Judge  Advocate,  the  National 
Treasurer,  the  National  Chaplain,  the 
National  Historian  and  the  National 
Sergeant-at-Arms  compose  the  appointed 
National  Officers  of  The  American  Legion.  ■ 


JOSEPH  T.  CRAIG 

(AK) 

National  Vice  Commander 


SILAS  M.  NOEL 

(KY) 

National  Vice  Commander 


CALVIN  E.  PATTON 

(MD) 

National  Vice  Commander 


H.  GORDON  BURLEIGH 

(NY) 

National  Vice  Commander 


VERNON  K.  GROSENICK 
(Wl) 

National  Vice  Commander 


Rev.  Roy  L.  Pryor  Sr. 

P.B.  Onderdonk  Jr. 

Webber  LaGrange 

Carl  S.  Wipperman 

Charles  0.  Aucoin 

(SC) 

(MD) 

(IN) 

(WA) 

(LA) 

National  Chaplain 

National  Judge  Advocate 

National  Treasurer 

National  Historian 

National  Sergeant-at-Arms 
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The  National 
Executive  Committee 


Between  National  Conventions,  the  administrative 
authority  of  The  American  Legion  is  exercised  by 
the  National  Executive  Committee,  composed  of  the 
National  Commander,  the  five  National  Vice  Com- 
manders, National  Chaplain  and  one  National  Execu- 
tive Committeeman  (plus  alternate)  elected  by  each 


Department.  Past  National  Commanders  are  life  mem- 
bers of  the  NEC  without  vote. 

The  NEC  appoints  the  National  Adjutant,  Treasurer, 
Judge  Advocate,  Chaplain,  Historian  and  Sergeant-at- 
Arms.  The  NEC  also  has  complete  control  over  the 
annual  budget. 


NATIONAL  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEEMEN 

Alabama 

James  F.  Fraughnaugh 

Montana  Hugh  C.  “Tony”  Cumming 

Alaska 

William  M.  Bishop 

Nebraska 

Jack  0.  Gilmont 

Arizona 

Richard  Patton 

Nevada 

Archie  Pozzi  Jr. 

Arkansas 

Claude  B.  Carpenter 

New  Hampshire 

George  V.  West 

California 

John  J.  Bettencourt 

New  Jersey 

Albert  M.  Robotti 

Colorado 

Ovie  H.  Vernon 

New  Mexico 

Bennie  Casaus 

Connecticut 

Richard  W.  Anderson 

New  York 

William  L.  Brown 

Delaware 

Ronald  Pospichal 

North  Carolina 

Jerry  L.  Hedrick 

District  of  Columbia  Louis  J.  Glekas 

North  Dakota 

Aaron  “Moody”  Dalke 

Florida 

George  L.  Derrick 

Ohio 

Gerald  L.  Moore 

France 

Merwyn  M.  Beavers 

Oklahoma 

Lawrence  F.  Roy 

Georgia 

Horace  E.  Borders 

Oregon 

T.  Les  Galloway 

Hawaii 

Robert  J.  Conrad 

Pennsylvania 

Ronald  F.  Conley 

Idaho 

Alan  G.  Lance 

Philippines 

Ernesto  P.  Golez 

Illinois 

Roy  B.  Koeneman 

Puerto  Rico 

Carlos  Orria-Medina 

Indiana 

Gilbert  E.  Sheeks 

Rhode  Island 

James  J.  Converse 

Iowa 

Bernard  E.  Blink 

South  Carolina 

E.  Roy  Stone  Jr. 

Kansas 

U.S.  "Udie”  Grant 

South  Dakota 

Donald  T.  Clarke 

Kentucky 

Robert  E.  Stewart 

Tennessee 

John  L.  Jones 

Lousiana 

J.O.  Berthelot 

Texas 

Lee  Guy 

Maine 

William  L.  Ciciotte 

Utah 

W.E.  Christoffersen 

Maryland 

Richard  J.  Santos 

Vermont 

David  N.  Garland 

Massachusetts 

N.G.  D’Alessandro 

Virginia 

Roger  N.  Messier 

Mexico 

John  E.  Hayes 

Washington 

Richard  Calahan 

Michigan 

Elwin  0.  Kline 

West  Virginia 

Jack  T.  Gribben 

Minnesota 

Donald  R.  Schroedl 

Wisconsin 

Lloyd  A.  Wagener 

Mississippi 

Missouri 

Hershel  0.  Ladner 
Charles  W.  Salter 

Wyoming  Robert  P.  “Pat”  McCreery 

PAST  NATIONAL 
COMMANDERS 

E.  Roy  Stone  Jr. 

South  Carolina 

Erie  Cocke  Jr. 

Georgia 

J.  Addington  Wagner 

Michigan 

Preston  J.  Moore 

Oklahoma 

William  R.  Burke 

California 

Hon.  Daniel  F.  Foley 

Minnesota 

Donald  E.  Johnson 

Iowa 

L.  Eldon  James 

Virginia 

William  E.  Galbraith 

Nebraska 

John  H.  Geiger 

Illinois 

Joe  L.  Matthews 

Texas 

James  M.  Wagonseller 

Ohio 

Harry  G.  Wiles 

Kansas 

William  J.  Rogers 

Maine 

John  M.  “Jack”  Carey 

Michigan 

Frank  1.  Hamilton 

Indiana 

Michael  J.  Kogutek 

New  York 

Jack  W.  Flynt 

Texas 

Al  Keller  Jr. 

Illinois 

Keith  Kreul 

Wisconsin 

Clarence  M.  Bacon 

Maryland 

James  P.  Dean 

Mississippi 

John  P.  “Jake”  Comer 

Massachusetts 

Hon.  H.F.  “Sparky”  Gierke 

North  Dakota 

Miles  S.  Epling 

West  Virginia 

Robert  S.  Turner 

Georgia 

Dominic  D.  DiFrancesco 

Pennsylvania 

Roger  A.  Munson 

Ohio 

Bruce  Thiesen 

California 
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National  Commander 

DETWEILER 


THE  YEAR  IN 

PICTURES 

National  Commander  Detweiler 
guided  the  Legion  through  one  of  its 
most  visible  and  historic  years. 


© POINT  MAN— National 
Commander  William  M.  Detweiler  led 
the  Legion’s  opposition  to  the 
Smithsonian  Institution’s  historically 
inaccurate  display  of  the  Enola  Gay. 
Here,  Detweiler  explains  the  Legion’s 
position  during  a joint  press 
conference  with  Smithsonian 
representatives. 


© FOR  HONOR— Detweiler  and  his 
wife,  Maureen,  pay  tribute  at  South 
Korea’s  tomb  of  the  unknown  soldier. 

©IN  FLIGHT— Detweiler 
accompanied  President  Bill  Clinton 
to  Russia  to  participate  in 
ceremonies  commemorating  the  50th 
anniversary  of  V-E  Day. 


— 


OOATH  OF 
OFFICE— Past 
National  Commander 
E.  Roy  Stone  Jr. 
swears  in  Detweiler 
at  the  76th  National 
Convention  in 
Minneapolis,  Minn. 
Detweiler  became 
the  fourth  Vietnam- 
era  veteran  to  lead 
The  American 
Legion. 

O RUSSIAN  LINE — 
Detweiler  celebrates 
the  50th  anniversary 
of  V-E  Day  with 
Russian  WWII 
veterans. 


OO  KOREAN 
DUTY— The 
Detweilers  tour  the 
grounds  of  South 
Korea’s  tomb  of  the 
unknown  soldier. 

© VIETNAM 
SEARCH— As  part  of 
his  Far-East  tour, 
Detweiler  became 
the  first  American 
Legion  National 
Commander  to  enter 
Vietnam  in  20  years. 
While  in  Vietnam,  he 
inspected  this  crash 
site  of  a U.S. 
aircraft. 
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YOUTH  CHAMPIONS 


As  part  of  The  American 
Legion's  commitment  to  the 
country,  it  sponsors  many 
programs  for  the 
wholesome  development  of 
America's  youths.  Tens  of 
thousands  of  students 
compete  in  Legion- 
sponsored  activities  each 
year.  Those  who  finished  at 
the  top  of  their  programs 
are  featured  on  this  page. 


BOYS  NATION  PRESIDENT 


RICK  LAM  JR. 


RICK  LAM  JR.,  17,  was  elected  this  year’s  president  after  campaigning 
against  other  delegates  at  the  Legion’s  Boys  Nation  program  in  Washing- 
ton, D.C. 

The  high  school  junior  was  sponsored  by  Post  260  of  Tecumseh,  Okla. 
The  son  of  Rick  and  Sue  Lam,  Rick  is  a charter  member  of  the  Citizens 
Flag  Alliance  and  is  active  at  Post  260,  where  his  father  is  a member. 
Lam  plays  tennis,  is  a student  council  member,  an  executive  class  officer 
and  is  in  the  top  10  percent  of  his  class.  He  was  also  Oklahoma  Boys 
State  governor. 

In  addition  to  his  school  activities,  Lam  runs  Ground  Zero  Communi- 
cations, providing  motivational  speeches  to  Boy  Scout  troops,  hospitals, 
schools  and  other  organizations  throughout  the  country. 


EAGLE  SCOUT  OF  THE  YEAR 


ZACHARY  THOMAS 


ZACHARY  THOMAS,  18,  is  this  year’s  recipient  of  The  American  Legion 
Eagle  Scout  of  the  Year  award  and  $8,000  scholarship.  Thomas,  sponsored 
by  Post  86  in  Cedartown,  Ga.,  is  a member 
of  the  Sons  of  The  American  Legion  and  is 
the  recipient  of  several  Legion  awards 
including  1994  and  1995  Georgia  Scout  of 
the  Year. 

Thomas  was  selected  based  on  his 
high  school  activities  and  achievements, 
community  leadership,  religious  youth 
involvement  and  letters  of  reference. 

Thomas,  a Boy  Scout  for  eight  years,  has 
served  several  leadership  positions  in  the 
scouts  as  well  as  receiving  the  Eagle 
Scout  award.  He  was  also  a Boys  State 
and  Boys  Nation  delegate  last  year. 

Thomas,  the  son  of  Larry  and  Janice 
Thomas  of  Cedartown,  Ga.,  will  attend  the  U 
Point  this  fall. 


ORATORICAL  CHAMPION 


ARON  EGNER 


ARON  EGNER,  18,  is  the  winner  of  the  1995  American  Legion  National 
High  School  Oratorical  Contest.  Egner,  sponsored  by  Post  1450  of 
Clifton  Park,  N.Y.,  will  receive  an 
$18,000  scholarship  for  his  speech  at 
the  finals  in  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  this  April. 

In  his  speech,  titled  “Choosing  Democ- 
racy,” he  discussed  citizens’  right  to 
vote. 

The  nationwide  contest  was  creat- 
ed to  promote  a deeper  knowledge  and 
appreciation  of  the  U.S.  Constitution 
among  America’s  youth.  About  25,000 
high  school  students  participated  in 
the  contest  this  year. 

Egner  was  also  the  1994  New  York 
American  Legion  Boys  State  governor 
and  attorney  general  at  Boys  Nation. 

His  parents  are  David  and  liana  Egner  of  Ballson  Lake,  N.Y.  He  will 
study  Political  Science  at  Princeton  University  this  fall. 


1994  AMERICAN  LEGION 
BASEBALL  PLAYER  OF  THE  YEAR 


FERNANDO  RODRIGUEZ 


FERNANDO  RODRIGUEZ,  20,  was  the  1994  American  Legion  Baseball  Play- 
er of  the  Year.  Rodriguez  was  a pitcher  for  Post  346,  Miami,  Fla.,  which 
won  The  American  Legion  Baseball  World  Series  championship  in  Boyer- 
town,  Pa. 

He  was  named  the  Player  of  the  Year 
at  the  conclusion  of  the  World  Series 
and  received  a $2,000  scholarship.  A 
sophomore  at  Florida  International  Uni- 
versity, Rodriguez  is  studying  business. 

He  was  4-0  in  tournament  play  and 
threw  3214  innings  of  scoreless  ball 
through  regional  and  World  Series  play. 

In  the  championship  game,  he  allowed 
just  five  hits,  while  striking  out  six  and 
walking  only  one  batter.  Rodriguez  also 
hit  his  first  home  run  in  organized  com- 
petition in  the  third  inning  of  the  cham- 
pionship game. 

His  parents  are  Miguel  and  Rita  Rodriguez  of  Miami,  Fla. 


JUNIOR  SHOOTING 
SPORTS  CHAMPION 


TERRY  BRADLEY 


TERRY  BRADLEY,  17,  is  the  Precision  winner  of  the  1995  Junior  Air 
Rifle  National  Championship. 

Bradley,  who  was  sponsored  by  Post 
143  of  Cherokee,  N.C.,  competed 
against  11  other  shooters  this  sum- 
mer in  the  finals  of  the  Junior  Shoot- 
ing Sports  competition  at  the  Nation- 
al Rifle  Association’s  headquarters  in 
Fairfax,  Va. 

The  competition  is  divided  into 
two  categories:  the  Precision  and  the 
Sporter  classes.  Shooters  in  both 
classes  aim  at  a bull’s  eye  the  size  of 
a pencil  point  from  a distance  of  10 
meters  (33  feet). 

Bradley,  last  year’s  Sporter  win- 
ner, beat  his  closest  competitor  by  26  points.  He  will  receive  a 
scholarship. 
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OUTSTANDING  MILITARY 
ACADEMY  STUDENTS 


Each  year  The  American  Legion  salutes  the  best  students  attending  the  nation’s 
military  academies.  On  this  page  are  the  outstanding  students  for  1995. 


SAILOR— Midshipman  Benjamin  Anders  Shupp  receives  the 
Legion’s  U.S.  Naval  Academy  award  at  Annapolis,  Md.,  from 
National  Vice  Commander  Calvin  E.  Patton.  The  award  is 
given  annually  to  the  graduating  midshipman  who  has  the 
highest  academic  average  in  the  English,  history  and 
government  courses  taken  to  complete  a foreign-affairs 
major. 


SOLDIER— National  Vice  Commander  H.  Gordon  Burleigh 
presents  Cadet  Garth  S.  Herbert  with  the  Legion’s  Military 
Academy  award  at  West  Point,  N.Y.  Herbert  won  the  honor 
for  his  achievement  in  chemistry. 


AMMAN — National  vice  commander  Vernon  K.  Grosemck 
presents  Cadet  Douglas  P.  Wickert  with  the  Legion’s  U.S. 

Air  Force  Academy  award  in  Colorado.  The  award  is  given  to 
the  graduating  cadet  with  the  best  overall  academic 
performance. 


COAST  GUARDSMAN— National  Vice  Commander  Joseph  T. 
Craig  presents  The  American  Legion  Coast  Guard  Academy 
award  to  Cadet  Blake  L.  Novak  at  the  U.S.  Coast  Guard 
Academy,  in  New  London,  Conn.  Novak  won  the  award  for 
his  excellence  in  athletics. 
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Americanism 


C O M MISSION 

QRay  G.  Smith 
(North  Carolina) 
Chairman 

Marty  Justis 
(Maryland) 
Director 

E hundreds  of 
thousands  of 
o 1 u n t e e r s 
throughout  the  organization  who  donate 
time  to  conduct  programs  of  Americanism 
help  Americans  of  all  ages  prepare  for,  and 
accept  the  challenges  of,  active  citizenship. 
It  is  through  their  efforts  that  many  pro- 
grams of  the  National  Americanism  Com- 
mission are  among  the  most  visible  activi- 
ties of  The  American  Legion. 

It  is  the  objective  of  the  National  Ameri- 
canism Commission  to  translate  American- 
ism precepts,  principles  and  ideals  in  an 
understanding  and  practical  manner  to 
American  Legion  Posts  and  other  groups 
and  individuals,  including  young  America. 
The  National  Americanism  Commission 
has  attempted  to  achieve  that  objective 
through  programs  emphasizing  community 
service,  better  citizenship,  youth  develop- 
ment, educational  assistance  and  counter- 
subversive activities. 

The  concept  of  Americanism  and  how  it 
relates  to  the  many  programs  of  this  Com- 
mission is  best  explained  by  offering  a defi- 
nition of  the  word  “Americanism,”  and  its 
foundation  of  volunteerism: 

“Americanism  is  love  of  America;  loyalty 
to  her  institutions  as  the  best  yet  devised  by 
man  to  secure  life,  liberty,  individual  dignity 
and  happiness;  and  the  willingness  to 
defend  our  country  and  flag  against  all  ene- 
mies, foreign  and  domestic. 

“It  is  a vital,  active,  living  force.  Ameri- 
canism means  peace,  strength,  the  will  and 
the  courage  to  live  as  free  people  in  a free 
land.  It  means  a friendly  hand  to  people 
everywhere  who  respect  our  institutions  and 
our  thinking.  It  is  not  a word;  it  is  a cause,  a 
way  of  life — the  best  way  of  life  ever 


known — a challenge  and  a hope  in  this 
world. 

“Americanism  is  an  ideal  of  loyal  patrio- 
tism, religious  tolerance,  righteous  freedom, 
fearless  courage,  honest  integrity,  abiding 
faith  in  the  commanding  destiny  of  the 
United  States  and  a fathomless  love  for  the 
principles  which  led  our  forefathers  to 
found  this  country. 

“It  is  complete  and  unqualified  loyalty  to 
the  ideals  of  government  as  set  forth  in  the 
Declaration  of  Independence  and  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States.  It  is  respect 
for,  and  ready  obedience  to,  duly  constitut- 
ed authority  and  the  laws  of  the  land.  It  is 
freedom  without  license,  religion  without 
bigotry,  charity  without  bias,  and  a desire  to 
secure  the  blessings  of  liberty  to  ourselves 
and  our  posterity.” 

An  effective  national  Americanism  pro- 
gram depends  upon  Post  level,  community- 
oriented  activities.  The  local  Americanism 
programs  become  the  lifeblood  of  The 
American  Legion,  helping  to  maintain  a 
large  membership  base  while  fostering  a 
beneficial  public  awareness  in  their  respec- 
tive communities. 

The  success  of  The  American  Legion’s 
Americanism  programs  is  reflected  in  their 
longevity  and  in  the  achievements  of  pro- 
gram alumni.  Some  of  these  successes  are 
obvious,  while  others  may  be  disguised  in 
the  quiet  and  inconspicuous  growth  of 
young  people  who  respect  each  other  and 
their  country.  These  activities  have  helped 
shape  the  moral  fiber  of  our  society  since 
the  beginning  of  The  American  Legion  76 
years  ago. 

In  addition  to  administering  established 
programs,  the  National  Americanism  Com- 
mission also  works  in  other  areas.  Maintain- 
ing a close  liaison  with  The  American 
Legion’s  Legislative  Division,  it  has  been 
actively  working  to  secure  a constitutional 
amendment  to  protect  our  flag  from  those 
who  would  physically  desecrate  it.  flag  edu- 
cation, including  efforts  to  protect  it,  is  a 
priority  activity  of  the  commission  and  it 
will  always  be  a visible  program  in  the  orga- 
nization. 

During  the  past  year,  the  Americanism 
Commission  has  devoted  attention  to  feder- 
al legislative  matters  it  feels  are  important  to 
most  Americans.  Current  mandates  of  the 
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organization  that  are  paramount  to  the 
interests  of  the  commission  continue  to  be 
in  the  areas  of  illegal  immigration,  terror- 
ism, and  the  establishment  of  English  as  the 
official  language  of  the  United  States. 

The  Americanism  Commission  is  also 
charged  with  the  supervision  and  coordina- 
tion of  two  National  Standing  Committees: 
The  National  Committee  on  Education  and 
the  Counter-Subversive  Activities  Commit- 
tee. 

AMERICAN 

LEGION 

BASEBALL 

AMERICAN  Legion  Baseball  has  steadily 
grown  during  the  past  10  years.  In  1995, 
4,684  teams  registered,  an  increase  of 
162  teams. 

Just  prior  to  this  National  Convention, 
eight  regional  championship  teams  compet- 
ed in  the  1995  American  Legion  World 
Series  at  Largo,  N.D.  The  event  concluded 
the  70th  consecutive  season  of  the  nation’s 
oldest  amateur  youth  baseball  program. 

Sixty-two  percent  of  Major  League  Base- 
ball players  participated  in  American  Legion 
Baseball  as  teenagers,  and  almost  75  percent 
of  all  college  players  played  Legion  ball. 
American  Legion  graduates  enshrined  in  the 
Hall  of  Lame  at  Cooperstown,  N.Y.,  include 
Reggie  Jackson,  Tom  Seaver,  Johnny  Bench, 
Don  Drysdale,  Brooks  Robinson,  Yogi 
Berra,  Stan  Musial  and  Bob  Leller. 

JUNIOR 

SHOOTING 

SPORTS 

THE  American  Legion’s  Junior  Shooting 
Sports  Program  is  a national  activity 
administered  through  Post-sponsored 
Junior  Shooting  Clubs.  The  program  exists 
to  provide  gun  safety  and  marksmanship 
training  for  young  people  and  to  offer  recre- 
ational activity  through  organized  competi- 
tion. 

Each  year,  the  National  Americanism 
Commission  conducts  a series  of  postal 
competition  matches  which  culminate  in  a 
National  Three-Position  Air  Rifle  Tourna- 
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ment.  National  Champions  are  crowned 
and  awards  and  scholarships  presented  in 
an  Olympic-style  environment. 

Although  the  program  is  still  relatively 
new,  it  is  growing  at  a rapid  rate  and  now 
includes  more  than  400  American  Legion- 
affiliated  clubs.  This  year’s  competition 
attracted  over  750  shooters. 

BOY  SCOUTS 

THE  first  national  Americanism  youth 
activity  of  The  American  Legion  was  the 
organization’s  support  for  the  Boy  Scouts 
of  America.  Through  the  years,  The  Ameri- 
can Legion  and  the  American  Legion  Auxil- 
iary support  of  Scouting  has  helped  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  of  young  men  become 
better  citizens. 

Last  year,  almost  2,500  Scout  units  char- 
tered to  American  Legion  Posts  and  Auxil- 
iary Units  served  more  than  66,000  young 
men  and  women.  Yes,  Boy  Scout  Exploring 
Units  do  have  young  ladies  as  members. 

Each  year,  the  National  Americanism 
Commission  selects  an  American  Legion 
Scout  of  the  Year.  The  recipient  of  this 
award  is  presented  an  $8,000  scholarship 
and  an  all-expense-paid  trip  to  The  Ameri- 
can Legion’s  National  Convention.  This 
year  the  title  of  “Scout  of  the  Year”  was 
bestowed  upon  Zachary  L.  Thomas  of  Geor- 
gia. Three  runners-up  were  awarded  schol- 
arships of  $2,000  each.  The  young  men 
selected  were:  Brett  N.  Kellner  of  Florida; 
Stacey  D.  Stafford  of  Tennessee;  and  Ernest 
E.  Lagimoniere  Jr.  of  Maryland. 

BOYS  STATE/ 

BOYS  NATION 

AMERICAN  Legion  Boys  State  has  been  a 
program  of  the  National  Americanism 
Commission  since  1935.  Forty-nine 
states  conduct  this  unique  program  of  citi- 
zenship education  that  emphasizes  partici- 
pation, personal  experience  and  instruc- 
tion. 

More  than  1.5  million  young  Americans 
have  been  introduced  to  politics  and  public 
service  through  the  Boys  State  program. 

More  than  28,000  high  school  juniors 
annually  attend  Boys  States.  They  are  select- 
ed cooperatively  by  school  officials  and 
Legionnaires  for  their  academic  and  leader- 
ship abilities.  At  Boys  State,  they  are 
acquainted  with  the  rights  and  privileges, 
the  duties  and  responsibilities  of  a fran- 
chised citizen.  The  training  is  objective  and 
practical  with  city,  county  and  state  govern- 
ments operated  by  officials  duly  elected  and 
appointed  by  citizens  of  a Boys  State.  Activi- 
ties include  legislative  sessions,  court  pro- 
ceedings, law  enforcement  presentations, 
assemblies  and  recreation. 

Each  year,  the  Boys  States  select  two  out- 
standing graduates  to  represent  them  at  The 
American  Legion  Boys  Nation.  Held  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  in  July  of  each  year,  Boys 
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Nation  introduces  the  delegates  to  the  oper- 
ation of  the  government  at  the  federal  level. 

NATIONAL 
HIGH  SCHOOL 
ORATORICAL 
CONTEST 

THE  American  Legion  National  High 
School  Oratorical  Contest  was  first  con- 
ducted in  1938  with  the  intention  of 
instilling  in  high  school  students  a greater 
understanding  and  appreciation  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States.  Other  objec- 
tives of  the  contest  include  leadership  devel- 
opment, the  strengthening  of  speaking 
ability  and  the  inducement  to  study  in 
preparation  for  acceptance  of  the  duties  and 
responsibilities,  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
American  citizenship. 

On  April  3,  1995,  53  Department  cham- 
pions began  the  week-long  trail  to  the 
national  finals  at  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  where  the 
final  four  contestants  vied  for  $60,000  in 
scholarship  money.  The  four  national  final- 
ists by  order  of  finish  were:  Aron  Egner  of 
New  York;  Mark  Arimoto  of  Hawaii;  Brian 
Sappington  of  South  Dakota;  and  Whitney 
Jackson  of  South  Carolina. 

Those  who  competed  at  the  regional 
level  received  a scholarship  of  $1,000.  Those 
who  competed  at  the  sectional  level,  but  did 
not  go  on  to  the  Finals,  received  an  addi- 
tional $3,000  scholarship.  During  the  week 
of  national  competition  in  this  activity, 
scholarships  awarded  totaled  $138,000. 

The  national  finals  will  be  held  at  Tope- 
ka, Kan.,  next  year. 

FLAG  EDUCATION 

THE  American  Legion  has  long  been  one 
of  this  country’s  primary  sources  for 
information  about  proper  Flag  etiquette. 
It  was  instrumental  in  convening  the  first 
National  Flag  Conference  in  1923,  at  which 
time  a set  of  rules  of  Flag  courtesy  was 
developed.  These  rules  later  evolved  into  the 
Flag  Code,  which  was  first  adopted  by  Con- 
gress in  1942. 

Since  the  establishment  of  the  National 
Americanism  Commission,  Flag  education 
has  been  a major  program  of  The  American 
Legion.  Each  year,  Posts  throughout  the 
country  distribute  volumes  of  Flag  literature 
to  schools  and  groups  as  a community  ser- 
vice. Included  are  publications  such  as 
“Know  Your  America”  and  “Let’s  Be  Right 
on  Flag  Etiquette,”  both  available  from 
National  Emblem  Sales. 

SERVICE  TO  GOD 
AND  COUNTRY 

SERVICE  to  God  and  Country”  is  basic 
Americanism.  This  program  is  designed 
to  help  prevent  the  spiritual  decay  of 
America  and  to  charge  our  citizens  with  a 
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spirit  of  positive  Americanism,  respect  for 
law,  reverence  for  authority  and  an  aware- 
ness of  our  human  rights  and  freedoms. 

The  first  part  of  this  dual  objective  is  ser- 
vice to  God  through  regular  public  worship, 
daily  family  prayer  and  the  religious  educa- 
tion of  children.  Legionnaires  are  called 
upon  to  make  parents  more  aware  of  their 
responsibility  to  instill  in  their  children  the 
belief  that  God  is  the  source  of  all  rights  and 
privileges. 

The  second  part  is  to  inculcate  a sense  of 
individual  obligation  to  the  community, 
state  and  nation  by  preparing  young  Ameri- 
cans to  take  up  tomorrow’s  responsibilities. 
It  is  achieved  by  teaching  them  moral  and 
spiritual  values,  renewed  interest  in  our 
country’s  history,  self-discipline,  self- 
reliance,  thrift,  and  ideals  of  loyalty,  honesty 
and  physical  fitness. 

The  program  is  coordinated  by  the  Post 
Chaplain  through  the  cooperation  of  local 
clergy  and  other  public  service  and  civic 
organizations  that  support  the  principles  of 
The  American  Legion’s  “Service  to  God  and 
Country”  program.  ■ 


Counter- Subversive 
Activities 


COMMITTEE 

■ F.  Rodney  Loper 
(Pennsylvania) 

Chairman 

THE  Counter-Subversive  Activities  Com- 
mittee, since  its  beginning  in  November 
1950,  has  continued  to  keep  a watchful 
eye  on  activities  of  certain  organizations  and 
individuals  who  threaten  our  form  of  gov- 
ernment. It  reports  its  findings  in  the 
monthly  publication  Firing  Line. 

If  you  wish  to  receive  Firing  Line,  send 
your  name  and  address  along  with  a check 
or  money  order  to:  The  American  Legion 
Firing  Line,  P.O.  Box  1055,  Indianapolis,  IN 
46206.  Single  subscriptions  are  available  for 
$7  per  year.  Bulk  subscriptions  also  are 
available  at  $1.50  each,  when  a minimum  of 
20  copies  are  mailed  to  one  address.  ■ 

COMMITTEE  ON 


Education 


■ Dr.  Charles  L.  Vawter  Jr. 

(Arizona) 

Chairman 

SINCE  its  inception  in  1919,  The  Ameri- 
can Legion  has  concerned  itself  with  pro- 
motion of  positive  educational  activities. 
A joint  committee  was  formed  with  the 
National  Education  Association  (NEA) 
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resulting  in  the  first  American  Education 
Week  observance  in  1921.  For  over  50  years, 
the  committee  met  annually  to  discuss  edu- 
cation issues  and  plans  for  each  American 
Education  Week  observance.  In  1975,  how- 
ever, the  NEA  dissolved  all  committees 
involved  with  outside  organizations. 

The  American  Legion  organized  its 
National  Committee  on  Education  to  main- 
tain a strong  positive  influence  on  educa- 
tion in  America.  It  is  the  only  national  com- 
mittee with  a voting  membership  from  both 
the  Legion  and  the  American  Legion  Auxil- 
iary. This  exemplifies  the  cooperation  that  is 
necessary  and  vital  to  successful  Legion  pro- 
grams and  activities  that  support  the  system 
of  education  in  America. 

EDUCATION 

ACTIVITIES 

AS  our  Country’s  young  people  move 
from  high  school  to  college,  The  Ameri- 
can Legion  continues  to  support  their 
search  for  knowledge.  Recognizing  the  high 
cost  of  college  tuition,  The  American  Legion 
sponsors  a wide  variety  of  educational  assis- 
tance programs. 

The  45th  edition  of  Need  A Lift?  contains 
information  that  will  help  make  college  a 
reality  for  many  high  school  graduates.  In 
addition  to  sections  on  scholarships  and 
financial  aid,  it  offers  information  on 
tuition  costs,  entrance  qualifications  and 
enrollment  figures.  Need  A Lift?  also  con- 
tains an  application  for  a low-cost  electronic 
search  for  other  sources  of  college  funding. 

The  financial  aid  database  used  in  this 
computer  search  is  now  available  to  Posts. 
The  American  Legion  and  National  College 
Services  Ltd.  are  the  distributors.  Posts  can 
purchase  this  program  and  provide  the 
scholarship  service  to  the  youth  of  their 
community  or  present  it  to  the  local  high 
school  or  community  library. 

The  National  Committee  on  Education 
is  aware  that  many  students  are  accepted  to 
college  but  do  not  have  the  money  to  meet 
their  full  financial  need.  For  this  reason,  The 
American  Legion  has  become  a sponsor  of 
the  Option  4 Education  Loan,  administered 
by  United  Student  Aid  Funds  Inc.  Complete 
details  of  the  loan  program  are  available 
from  the  Americanism  and  Children  8c 
Youth  Division,  P.O.  Box  1055,  Indianapo- 
lis, IN  46206  or  USA  Funds,  P.O.  Box  6180, 
Indianapolis,  IN  46206-6180. 

SUMMARY 

WHAT  appears  in  this  year-end  report 
reflects  only  a small  part  of  the  work 
carried  out  by  The  American  Legion’s 
National  Americanism  Commission.  Much 
more  time,  effort  and  money  are  expended 
by  Posts,  District  and  Departments  as  they 
work  to  serve  their  communities,  their  states 
and  their  nation.  ■ 


Administrative 


SERVICES 

Daniel  S.  Wheeler 
(Virginia) 

Executive  Director 

FOUR  major  responsibilities  are  assigned 
to  the  Executive  Director,  whose  office  is 
located  in  the  National  Headquarters, 
Indianapolis: 

• During  temporary  absences  of  the 
National  Adjutant  from  The  American 
Legion  National  Headquarters,  he  acts  for 
him.  He  additionally  performs  such  duties 
as  may  be  assigned  to  him  by  the  National 
Adjutant  to  assist  in  meeting  the  responsi- 
bilities of  that  office. 

• He  is  in  charge  of  the  Administrative 
Services  Division,  which  has  the  following 
divisions  under  that  responsibility:  Admin- 
istrative Communications,  Human  Re- 
sources, Maintenance,  Cafeteria,  Library 
and  the  E.A.  Blackmore  Museum. 

• He  serves  on  the  Personnel  Commit- 
tee, Publications  Board  and  the  MIS  Com- 
mittee. 

• He  coordinates  computer  operations, 
which  has  an  MIS  (Management  Informa- 
tion Services)  Director  reporting  to  the 
Executive  Director  for  administrative  pur- 
poses. 

The  Administrative  Services  Division 
also  provides  all  secretarial  assistance  to  the 
executive  officers  of  The  American  Legion. 

MIS 

(MANAGEMENT 

INFORMATION 

SERVICES) 

MIS  is  currently  responsible  for  support 
of  the  following  programs: 

• Revenue  Enhancement  selections 
for  mailings,  maintenance  of  database  and 
reporting  system. 

• Updating  of  THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 
MAGAZINE,  Membership,  SAL,  Firing  Line, 
Commanders  and  Adjutants  file,  Dispatch 
mailing  lists,  and  printing  of  labels  and 
renewal  notices. 

• Direct  membership  solicitation. 

• The  printing  of  membership  cards  and 
registers,  Department  accounting  reports, 
statistical  information,  Consolidated  Post 
Reports  and  delinquent  member  lists. 

• The  printing  of  Department  paper 
mailing  labels. 

• PUFL  member  updating  and  financial 
checks. 

• Emblem  Sales  invoices  and  reports 
(minicomputer  in  Emblem  Sales). 

• Audit  control  and  circulation  analysis 
reports  for  THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  MAGA- 
ZINE. 
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• Inventory  control  and  purchase  order 
control  of  National  Headquarters. 

• General  ledger  financial  reports. 

• Accounts  receivable. 

• Accounts  payable. 

• Retirement  investment  program. 

• Furniture  and  Fixtures  inventory  and 
depreciation  reports. 

• National  Commission  and  Committee 
list. 

• Post  Office  carrier  route  discount  pro- 
cessing on  all  Department  labels  and  direct 
billing. 

• Selecting  and  creating  disks  for 
Department  member  roster  for  input  to  the 
computers.  Selecting  and  providing  Depart- 
ment membership  on  microfiche. 

• Printing  of  direct  bill  membership 
renewal  notices. 

• Outside  sales  of  laser  and  other  ser- 
vices. 

• Address  standardization  on  all 
Department  labels  and  direct  billing. 

• The  printing  of  Stay  Active  reports 
and  forms. 

• The  printing  of  annual  Commander 
and  Adjutant  notification  cards  and  reports. 

• The  printing  by  Department  of  3 x 5 
cards  and  labels  for  new  DMS  members. 

• Request  for  documents,  labels, 

diskettes,  etc.,  for  Divisions,  Departments 
and  Posts.  ■ 

COMMISSION  ON 


Children  & Youth 


Q Eugene  V. 
Lindquist 
(Minnesota) 
Chairman 

Marty  Justis 
(Maryland) 
Director 

THE  National 
Commission 
on  Children  8c 
Youth  views  children  as  our  most  precious 
natural  resource.  The  “Whole  Child”  plan, 
adopted  in  1925,  provides  that  “the  child  of 
every  veteran  should  have  a home,  health, 
education,  character  and  opportunity.”  Its 
foundation  is  based  on  three  principles: 

1.  Strengthening  the  family  unit. 

2.  Extending  support  to  sound  organiza- 
tions that  provide  services  to  children  and 
youth. 

3.  Maintaining  a well-rounded  program 
that  meets  the  needs  of  today’s  young  people. 

Toward  the  accomplishment  of  these 
goals,  the  National  Commission  on  Chil- 
dren 8c  Youth  continually  rededicates  itself 
to  helping  all  young  people  realize  their  full 
potential. 

This  past  year  has  been  one  of  organiza- 
tion, planning  and  action.  Based  on  our  past 
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successful  partnership  with  the  Foundation 
Fighting  Blindness,  we  developed  and  insti- 
tuted a pilot  program  called  “Seeds  for 
Sight.”  This  program,  conducted  in  April — 
our  Children  and  Youth  Month — gave  our 
members  the  opportunity  to  create  commu- 
nity awareness  of  The  American  Legion  fam- 
ily and  our  concern  for  the  nation’s  young 
people.  Through  our  combined  efforts,  we 
hope  to  generate  enthusiasm  for  the  pro- 
gram, create  a positive  public  image  for  our 
organization  and  provide  valuable  informa- 
tion on  retinal  degenerative  diseases. 

Our  landmark  program,  Temporary 
Financial  Assistance,  has  completed  70  years 
of  service  to  the  children  of  veterans.  Last 
year  we  granted  almost  $326,000  to  veter- 
ans’ families  and  touched  the  lives  of  1,624 
children.  These  precious  dollars  afforded 
716  families  food,  clothing  and  shelter,  thus 
preserving  the  integrity  of  the  family  home. 

We  continue  to  strive  to  have  National 
Family  Week,  by  legislation,  permanently 
established  as  an  annual  observance,  and  to 
emphasize,  by  education  through  Post  activ- 
ity, the  importance  of  the  family  unit  as  the 
cornerstone  of  our  society.  Toward  that 
end,  we  have  developed  two  new  brochures 
entitled  “National  Family  Week”  and  “Par- 
ents: For  Your  Information.”  In  addition, 
we  are  currently  engaging  in  conversation 
with  other  organizations  whose  goals  and 
objectives  in  this  regard  are  similarly  aligned 
to  our  own. 

There  are  few  parents  who  would  fail  to 
protect  their  children  from  a hot  stove,  poi- 
sonous materials  or  an  oncoming  car.  How- 
ever, there  still  remain  those  who  fail  to 
protect  them  from  childhood  diseases, 
which  can  be  as  real  and  as  dangerous. 
Immunization  levels  of  preschool  children 
have  been  declining  during  the  past  years. 
The  American  Legion’s  immunization 
efforts  began  in  1944  recruiting  the  services 
of  members  in  the  treatment  of  early  child- 
hood diseases.  Our  current  position  on 
immunization  was  established  in  1963  and 
has  been  continually  reaffirmed. 

With  the  assistance  of  the  Centers  for 
Disease  Control  and  the  American  Academy 
of  Pediatrics,  the  Commission  has  developed 
the  booklet,  “Don’t  Hesitate. ..Vaccinate!” 
Through  the  distribution  of  this  booklet,  we 
can  help  our  children  avoid  serious  health 
problems,  thus  allowing  them  the  opportu- 
nity to  reach  for  their  full  potential. 

The  growing  problem  of  youth  and  vio- 
lence is  a concern  that  certainly  affects  all 
Americans — not  just  our  young  people — 
and  may  well  be  the  number  one  issue  on 
the  criminal  justice  agenda.  While  youth 
violence  is  not  a new  problem,  there  are 
good  reasons  for  heightened  concern.  First, 
homicide  has  become  the  leading  cause  of 
death  for  young  African-Americans.  Sec- 
ond, the  intensity  of  violence  involving 
young  people  has  escalated  in  the  last 
decade.  And  third,  children  are  witnessing 
violence  at  ever-younger  ages. 


Since  the  1930s,  The  American  Legion 
has  been  concerned  with  juvenile  delin- 
quency and  youth  violence.  Last  year,  the 
commission  began  distribution  of  a new 
brochure  titled  “Juvenile  Delinquency”  to 
help  educate,  both  our  members  and  the 
public,  and  provide  suggestions  on  how 
they  may  deal  with  this  pressing  and  volatile 
issue  in  their  communities. 

Involvement  is  the  key  to  any  successful 
Children  & Youth  program.  To  help  Posts 
obtain  timely  information  on  subjects  rang- 
ing from  advocacy  to  youth  services,  the 
Commission  recently  updated  our  “Nation- 
al Resource  Directory  on  Children  & Youth 
Programs  and  Services.”  This  valuable 
source  book  will  help  our  children  and 
youth  volunteers  access  available  data  on 
national  programs  and  materials.  It  is  our 
hope  that,  through  the  dissemination  of  this 
information,  Post  Children  and  Youth 
chairmen  will  be  encouraged  to  take  leader- 
ship roles  in  community  projects,  promot- 
ing both  their  active  involvement  and  con- 
tinued visibility. 

The  Commission  is  proud  of  the  Legion- 
naires, Auxiliary  members,  Sons  of  The 
American  Legion  and  the  Eight  and  Forty 
for  their  accomplishments  on  behalf  of  our 
country’s  youth.  Their  efforts  in  the  area  of 
child  welfare  are  a living  testament  to  the 
ability  of  free  men  and  women  to  adapt 
themselves  to  evolving  needs,  while  main- 
taining high  principles  and  taking  on 
increased  responsibilities  under  those  prin- 
ciples. 

With  your  continued  support,  our  orga- 
nization will  continue  to  lead  the  way  in  pur- 
suing “A  Square  Deal  for  Every  Child.”  ■ 


Convention 


COMMISSION 

QJames  J. 
Charleston 
(Illinois) 

Chairman 

Richard  D.  Holmes 
(Indiana) 

Manager 

THE  76th  An- 
nual National 
Convention  of 
The  American  Legion  was  held  in  Min- 
neapolis, Minn.,  Sept.  2-8,  1994.  Conven- 
tion attendees  enjoyed  the  hospitality  of  the 
host  city  and  festivities  of  the  Convention. 

National  Commander  Bruce  Thiesen 
greeted  Convention  delegates,  alternates 
and  guests  at  the  opening  business  session 
on  Tuesday  morning,  which  was  preceded 
by  a tremendous  live/audio-video  presenta- 
tion, “Through  the  Eyes  of  a Hero.”  This 
production,  a history  of  The  American 
Legion,  was  narrated  by  an  actor  portraying 


American  Legion  Founder  Theodore  Roo- 
sevelt Jr.  and  commemorated  the  75th 
Anniversary  Celebration  of  The  American 
Legion. 

Words  of  welcome  were  received  from 
the  Honorable  David  Durenberger  and  the 
Honorable  Paul  Wellstone,  U.S.  Senators 
from  Minnesota;  the  Honorable  Arne  Carl- 
son, Governor  of  Minnesota;  and  the  Hon- 
orable Sharon  Sayles  Belton,  Mayor  of  Min- 
neapolis. A highlight  of  the  agenda  was  the 
presentation  of  The  American  Legion  Dis- 
tinguished Service  Award  by  National  Com- 
mander Thiesen  to  Walter  Annenberg,  for- 
mer U.S.  Ambassador  to  Great  Britain. 

On  Tuesday  afternoon,  an  open  forum 
was  conducted  by  the  Citizens  Flag  Alliance 
for  all  Convention  attendees  on  the  cam- 
paign for  a constitutional  amendment  to 
prevent  desecration  of  the  U.S.  Flag. 

Other  Convention  highlights  included 
the  Patriotic  Religious  Service  held  on  Sun- 
day morning,  the  Convention  Parade  on  a 
wet  Sunday  afternoon,  and  the  Convention 
Contests  on  Saturday. 

The  winner  of  the  Senior  Band  Contest, 
designated  as  the  official  American  Legion 
National  Championship  Band,  was  the  Joli- 
et American  Legion  Band,  Post  1284,  loliet, 
111. 

Results  of  the  Senior  Color  Guard  Con- 
test were  as  follows:  Military  Class 

(Closed) — Speedway  Post  500  Honor 
Guard  (American  Legion  National  Champi- 
onship Color  Guard);  Military  Class 
(Open) — Pure  Heaven  Color  Guard,  Auxil- 
iary Unit  37,  Ames,  Iowa;  and  Open  Class — 
Parkville  Patriots,  Post  183,  Baltimore,  Md. 

The  City  of  Minneapolis,  local  Conven- 
tion officials,  the  Minnesota  Department 
and  the  National  Staff  were  commended  by 
the  Convention  Commission  for  successful- 
ly planning  and  conducting  the  1994 
National  Convention. 

CONVENTION 

COMMISSION 

ACTIVITIES 

THE  Convention  Commission  held  three 
regular  meetings  during  the  year  at  the 
Spring  Meeting,  the  National  Conven- 
tion and  the  Fall  Meeting.  On  Feb.  28,  1995, 
in  Washington,  D.C.,  The  American  Legion 
announced  that  it  had  canceled  plans  to 
hold  the  1995  National  Convention  in  Port- 
land, Ore.  This  decision  was  reluctantly 
made  after  the  nation’s  largest  veterans’ 
organization  failed  to  reach  a satisfactory 
final  agreement  with  the  City  of  Portland  on 
a number  of  necessary  convention  elements 
and  activities.  As  a result  of  this  action,  the 
1995  Convention  was  relocated  to  the  City 
of  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  Aug.  31-Sept.  6,  1995. 
Dates  and  locations  for  future  Conventions 
are: 

Salt  Lake  City,  Utah  Aug.  30-Sept.  5,  1996 
Orlando,  Fla.  Aug.  29-Sept.  4,  1997 


63 


The  American  Legion  1995  National  Convention 


New  Orleans,  La.  Sept.  4-10,  1998 

Anaheim,  Calif.  Sept.  3-9,  1999* 

* Tentative 

DISTINGUISHED 

GUESTS 

COMMITTEE 

Jeffrey  L.  Olson 
(Minnesota) 

Chairman 

THE  Distinguished  Guests  Committee 
operates  under  the  umbrella  of  the  Con- 
vention Commission  and  is  directed  to 
assume  the  responsibility  of  coordinating 
the  activities  of  those  persons  invited  to 
attend  the  National  Convention  as  Distin- 
guished Guests. 

The  Committee  arranges  transportation 
requirements  upon  arrival  and  departure  at 
the  Convention  city. 

The  Committee  also  handles  credentials, 
agendas,  itineraries  and  other  details  of  the 
Convention.  ■ 

CONDENSED  REPORT  ON 


National  Emblem 
Sales  Division 


■ Keith  H.  Gwilliam 


Economic 


COMMISSION 

Q Allen  L.  Titus 
(Indiana) 

Chairman 

James  B.  Hubbard 
(Michigan) 

Director 

THE  National 
Economic 
Commission 
and  its  two  standing  committees  on 
Employment  and  Veterans’  Preference  are 
responsible  for  ensuring  that  America’s  vet- 
erans have  the  opportunity  to  provide,  with 
honor  and  dignity,  the  economic  necessities 
of  life  for  themselves  and  their  families.  In 
order  to  achieve  this  goal  the  commission 
and  its  committees  work  closely  with  such 
governmental  agencies  as  the  Department  of 
Labor,  the  Office  of  Personnel  Management, 
the  Small  Business  Administration  and  the 
Loan  Guaranty  and  Vocational  Rehabilita- 
tion services  of  the  Department  of  Veterans 
Affairs. 

Since  the  adjournment  of  the  76th 
National  Convention  in  Minneapolis,  the 
National  Economic  Commission  and  its 
committees  have  met  on  three  occasions. 


(Utah) 

Chairman 


Alfred  L.  Lankenau 
(Indiana) 

General  Manager 


THE  American  Legion  emblem  is  the 
exclusive  property  of  the  National  Head- 
quarters. The  sale  of  the  emblem, 
emblem  pins,  merchandise  carrying  the 
emblem  and  other  items  of  organizational 
equipment  is  the  responsibility  of  the 
National  Headquarters  in  Indianapolis.  The 
following  tables  show  gross  sales,  net  earn- 
ings, etc.,  for  the  entire  calendar  year  1994 
and  for  the  first  three  months  of  1995. 
January  1 to  December  31, 1994 
(12  months) 

Gross  Sales  $6,696,373 

Cost  of  Goods  Sold  $3,813,147 

Overhead  $2,092,494 

Operating  Profit  $790,732 

Total  number  of  1994  orders 
processed  was  71,150. 


January  1 to  March  31, 1995 

(3  months) 

Gross  Sales  $1,654,403 

Cost  of  Goods  Sold  $931,868 

Overhead  $520,154 

Operating  Profit  $202,381 

Total  orders  processed  for  first  3 
months  of  1 995  was  1 7,643.  ■ 


FALL  1994  NEC 
MEETING 

AN  executive  session  of  the  National  Eco- 
nomic Commission  was  held  Oct.  17-18, 
1994,  to  consider  five  resolutions.  A res- 
olution supporting  free,  fair  and  open  com- 
petition in  the  high-technology  marketplace 
was  recommended  for  adoption. 

The  commission  further  recommended 
that  a resolution  regarding  increasing  fund- 
ing for  Title  IV-C  of  the  Job  Training  Part- 
nership Act  be  received  and  recorded  as  cur- 
rent Legion  policy;  that  one  on  de  facto 
hiring  quotas  be  rejected;  that  one  on  estab- 
lishing educational  requirements  for  case 
managers  be  disposed  of  administratively; 
and  that  a resolution  regarding  the  veterans’ 
affairs  officers  in  Small  Business  Adminis- 
tration offices  be  received  and  recorded. 

The  National  Executive  Committee 
accepted  all  the  commission’s  recommenda- 
tions. 

1995  WASHINGTON 
CONFERENCE 

IN  conjunction  with  the  36th  Washington 
Conference,  the  National  Economic  Com- 
mission met  in  executive  session  Monday, 
Feb.  27,  to  hear  speakers  on  a variety  of  eco- 
nomic issues. 

Preston  Taylor,  Assistant  Secretary  of 
Labor  for  Veterans’  Employment  and  Train- 


ing, spoke  on  the  successes  the  Veterans’ 
Employment  and  Training  Service  had  in 
1994. 

Mike  Brinck,  staff  director  for  the  House 
Subcommittee  on  Education,  Training, 
Employment  and  Housing,  spoke  on  legisla- 
tive issues  coming  before  his  committee  in 
this  session  of  Congress. 

Richard  Whitford  of  the  Office  of  Per- 
sonnel Management  spoke  on  the  federal 
government’s  hiring  practices,  including 
replacement  of  the  SF  171  with  more  mod- 
ern, shorter,  easier-to-use  application  forms 
and  use  of  resumes. 

Citations  of  Appreciation  for  long  ser- 
vice to  veterans’  employment  were  present- 
ed by  the  National  Economic  Commission 
to  recent  retiree  Bob  Carbonneau  and  soon- 
to-be  retiree  Don  Smith  of  the  Office  of  Per- 
sonnel Management. 

Dave  Gerard,  American  Legion  project 
director  for  the  Laborers’  International 
Union  of  North  America,  gave  the  commis- 
sion and  guests  an  overview  of  how  the 
Legion/Laborers’  Union  career  transition 
program  is  working. 

Prior  to  the  Washington  Conference, 
Chairman  Titus  appointed  a subcommittee 
to  review  all  nominations  that  had  been 
received  during  1994  in  the  Employer  of  the 
Year  awards  program  and  the  Employment 
Service  awards  program.  This  subcommittee 
met  Feb.  26  to  select  winners  in  the  large, 
medium  and  small  employer  categories,  and 
in  the  LVER,  DVOP  and  Employment  Ser- 
vice Office  of  the  Year  categories.  Those 
appointed  to  the  subcommittee  were  James 
A.  McMahon,  Chairman;  Henry  J.  Field; 
William  E.  Christoffersen;  E.C.  Toppin; 
Leonard  E.  Shaw;  and  Benedict  A.  Lee,  and 
Delbert  Fuhrman,  alternate. 

The  subcommittee  considered  59 
employer  nominations  from  28  Depart- 
ments. Of  these  nominations,  20  were  for 
small  employers,  19  were  for  employers  in 
the  medium-size  category  and  20  were  for 
large  employers.  Of  these  entries,  16  nomi- 
nations (7  large,  4 medium  and  5 small) 
were,  for  one  reason  or  another,  ineligible 
for  the  national  awards.  Winners  and  run- 
ners-up will  be  reviewed  by  the  Labor 
Department  for  pending  safety  and  health 
or  fair  labor  practices  violations  before  the 
announcement  is  made. 

The  subcommittee  also  considered  17 
nominations  for  LVER  of  the  Year,  17  for 
DVOP  of  the  Year  and  17  for  Employment 
Service  Office  of  the  year. 

The  full  commission  met  at  9 a.m. 
Wednesday,  March  1,  to  conduct  a business 
session  and  consider  the  awards  subcom- 
mittee’s report.  The  report  was  approved  as 
read.  A policy  resolution  was  presented  and 
adopted,  updating  certain  technical  regula- 
tions governing  the  awards  programs.  A 
draft  resolution  concerning  reinvention  of 
Veterans  Employment  and  Training  Ser- 
vices was  presented,  and  several  changes 
were  suggested.  A final  resolution  on  this 
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subject  would  be  presented  at  the  Spring 
NEC  meeting.  James  Hubbard,  the  commis- 
sion’s staff  director,  briefed  the  commission 
on  his  office’s  activities  since  its  last  meet- 
ing. The  meeting  adjourned  at  9:30  a.m. 

SPRING  1995  NEC 
MEETING 

MEMBERS  of  the  National  Economic 
Commission  and  its  two  committees 
met  in  executive  session  on  May  1 in 
conjunction  with  the  Spring  NEC  meetings. 
Three  resolutions  were  considered  and  one, 
on  reinvention  of  the  Veterans’  Employ- 
ment and  Training  Service,  was  recom- 
mended for  approval.  The  others,  on  educa- 
tionally disadvantaged  veterans  and  on 
extension  and  funding  for  SMOCTA,  were 
recommended  to  be  received  and  recorded. 
The  balance  of  the  meeting  time  was  used 
for  a legislative  update,  discussion  on  the 
agenda  for  the  meetings  of  the  National 
Economic  Commission  at  the  National 
Convention,  and  a briefing  by  staff  on  cur- 
rent activities  of  the  commission. 

The  NEC  accepted  the  commission’s 
recommendation  for  the  resolutions.  H 


Finance 


COMMISSION 

□ George  W.  Boucek 
(Illinois) 

Chairman 

Webber  LaGrange 
(Indiana) 

National 
Treasurer 

Paul  M.  Allen 
(Minnesota) 
Director 

THE  primary  obligation  of  the  Finance 
Commission  is  to  prepare  a yearly  budget 
for  submission  to  the  National  Executive 
Committee,  handle  funds  under  that  budget 
and  exercise  reasonable  oversight  to  see  that 
the  various  divisions  and  departments  of  the 
National  Organization  operate  within  their 
approved  appropriations.  The  Finance 
Commission  is  composed  of  seven  mem- 
bers, with  the  National  Adjutant  as  ex-offi- 
cio secretary;  the  National  Commander  and 
National  Treasurer  are  ex-officio  members. 
Also  attending  these  meetings  are  the  Execu- 
tive Directors  of  the  Washington  and  Indi- 
anapolis offices  and  the  Finance  Director,  as 
well  as  our  Liaison  observers  from  the 
National  Executive  Committee. 

The  National  Organization  had  an  oper- 
ating deficit  of  $1,561,180  for  the  year  1994. 
In  September  1993,  at  the  National  Conven- 
tion in  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  Resolution  No.  1 was 
adopted  which  stated  effective  Jan.  10,  1994, 
the  national  per  capita  will  be  $9  which  is 


allocated  as  follows:  $6.50  to  the  General 
Fund  and  $2.50  to  THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 
MAGAZINE.  Prior  to  Jan.  10,  1994,  we 
received  $5.50  dues  per  member,  which  was 
allocated  as  follows:  $3  to  the  General  Fund 
and  $2.50  to  THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  MAG- 
AZINE. 

The  income  of  the  National  Organization 
is  derived  from  annual  membership  dues, 
interest  on  investments,  magazine  advertise- 
ments, Emblem  Sales,  contributions  and 
other  approved  activities. 

A full  financial  statement  is  incorporated 
in  the  Auditor’s  Report,  and  in  addition, 
your  attention  is  directed  to  the  Reports  of 
Committees  and  Trusts  which  come  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  this  commission  and  can 
be  found  elsewhere  in  this  publication. 
These  reports  include  the: 

• American  Legion  Child  Welfare 

Foundation,  Inc. 

• American  Legion  Endowment  Fund 

Corporation 

• American  Legion  Life  Insurance  and 

Trust  Committee 

• American  Legion  Emblem  Committee 

• American  Legion  Overseas  Graves 

Decoration  Trust  ■ 

THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 


Child  Welfare 


FOUNDATION  INC. 

■ U.S.  “Udie”  Grant 
(Kansas) 

President 

THIS  has  been  a year  of  change  for  the 
American  Legion  Child  Welfare  Founda- 
tion. Beginning  in  1995,  the  Board  of 
Directors  will  now  meet  twice  a year.  As  a 
result,  grants  will  now  be  made  during  the 
October  meetings  for  the  grant  year  to  run 
from  Jan.  1 through  Dec.  31  for  project 
completion. 

The  accounting  year  for  the  Foundation 
will  also  be  moved  to  a calendar  year.  I 
would  like  to  add  at  this  point,  however,  that 
all  awards  normally  given  at  the  National 
Leadership  Workshops  as  well  as  Founda- 
tion Alumni  Network  pins  and  plaques  will 
still  be  based  on  the  fiscal  year  contributions 
received  from  June  1 of  the  current  year  to 
May  31  of  the  following  year.  This  is  being 
done  to  accommodate  individual  Depart- 
ment leadership  so  that  they  receive  just 
credit  for  their  family  organization  during 
their  year  in  office.  As  of  this  writing,  since 
June  1,  1994,  the  Foundation  has  received 
over  $320,000  in  donations  or  bequests. 

Past  National  Commander  Robert  S. 
Turner  was  appointed  to  the  Board  of 
Directors  to  fill  the  vacancy  created  by  the 
resignation  of  Past  National  Commander  L. 
Eldon  James.  His  years  of  dedication  to  the 
Foundation  will  be  missed  but  we  are  sure 
Commander  Turner  is  going  to  be  an  excel- 
lent addition. 


Our  new  logo  is  being  dispersed  around 
the  country  and  we  are  receiving  many  com- 
pliments on  its  design.  It  is  now  appearing  on 
printed  materials  as  well  as  videos  that  have 
been  produced  from  grants  given  by  the 
Foundation.  You,  your  Post,  Unit,  Squadron 
and  Salon  are  the  primary  contributors  to  the 
success  and  growth  of  our  Foundation.  We 
consider  ourselves  a “family”  organization 
and  we  always  want  that  to  be  foremost  in 
our  efforts.  We  encourage  each  member  and 
each  local  organization  to  make  an  annual 
contribution  in  support  of  our  Foundation 
so  it  can  continue  to  fund  projects  that  will 
assist  children  by  giving  them  a better  chance 
at  life. 

Your  Board  of  Directors  very  much 
appreciates  the  efforts  you  have  taken  this 
past  year  to  help  with  the  growth  of  the 
Foundation  and  very  much  looks  forward  to 
your  continued  support.  We  do  make  a dif- 
ference for  the  children  in  our  society  and 
by  working  together  we  will  continue  to 
make  that  difference.  It  is  our  sincere  hope 
that  the  changes  made  will  all  be  for  the  bet- 
ter to  encourage  recognition  and  growth 
through  the  coming  years.  The  demand  for 
philanthropic  funds  becomes  greater  each 
year.  Over  the  past  several  years  funding 
requests  have  ranged  between  60  and  70 
each  year.  This  year  so  far,  we  have  received 
application  requests  from  more  than  100 
non-profit  organizations  looking  for  project 
funding.  As  we  are  becoming  better  known, 
the  demand  for  our  resources  becomes 
heavier.  This  is  positive  because  it  indicates 
our  recognition  in  the  philanthropic  com- 
munity, but  it  also  demonstrates  the  contin- 
ued need  of  support  required  to  keep  fund- 
ing worthwhile  activities. 

I would  also  like  to  give  special  thanks 
and  recognition  to  all  of  the  Foundation 
RATs.  These  individuals  are  essential  to  our 
support  and  we  are  so  very  thankful  for  their 
efforts  in  fund-raising.  They  have  done  an 
excellent  job  in  your  Department.  ■ 


Foreign 

Relations 


COMMISSION 

□ Alan  P.  Hall 
(Florida) 

Chairman 

G.  Michael  Schlee 
(Maryland) 

Director 

OVER  the  past 
year,  the  For- 
eign Relations 
Commission  stressed  support  for  major 
strengthening  of  laws  on  regulation  of  lob- 
bying, and  increasing  public  awareness  of 
POW/MIA  issues. 
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LOBBYING 

REFORM 

AT  THF.  direction  of  the  National  Execu- 
tive Committee,  in  1991,  the  Foreign 
Relations  Commission  completed  a 
detailed  study  on  the  effects  of  foreign  lob- 
bying on  the  governance  of  the  United 
States.  Subsequently,  three  strong  resolu- 
tions have  been  adopted.  They  urge 
increased  disclosure  requirements  for  lobby- 
ists, restrictions  on  former  key  national  lead- 
ers from  serving  as  lobbyists,  curtailment  of 
floor  privileges  for  former  members  of  Con- 
gress who  later  become  lobbyists,  measures 
to  ensure  fair  treatment  of  American  lobby- 
ists overseas,  and  centralized  administration 
of  lobbying  disclosure  reports. 

In  1994,  reform  legislation  was  passed  by 
both  the  Senate  and  House  but  was  defeated 
in  the  Conference  Committee  with  the  sup- 
port of  The  American  Legion.  On  that  occa- 
sion the  Legion  stated,  “The  American 
Legion  would  be  pleased  to  testify  as  to  the 
reforms  needed.  Lobbying  of  Congress  is  a 
constitutional  right  of  all  Americans.... 
Reporting  of  activities  should  be  reasonable, 
not  overwhelming.  Laws  should  not  be  writ- 
ten to  protect  lawmakers  from  themselves, 
but  to  ensure  that  the  voice  of  America  can 
be  heard  equitably.” 

It  is  expected  that  lawmakers  will  once 
again  consider  lobbying  reform  in  the  104th 
Congress. 

POW/MIA  ISSUES 

THE  National  Commander  once  again 
appointed  the  Foreign  Relations  Chair- 
man an  ex-officio  member  of  the  Special 
POW/MIA  Committee,  which  is  chaired  by 
Past  National  Commander  Robert  S.  Turn- 
er. Members  of  the  Foreign  Relations  Com- 
mission receive  periodic  updates  on 
POW/MIA  activities  and  then  use  that 
information  to  assist  in  increasing  public 
awareness  of  the  POW/MIA  issue  among 
Legionnaires  and  the  general  public. 

WASHINGTON 

CONFERENCE 

THE  Special  POW/MIA  Committee  con- 
ducted a POW/MIA  Update  at  the  Wash- 
ington Conference,  presenting  a wide 
range  of  information  on  the  issue. 

National  Commander  William  M. 
Detweiler  reported  on  his  trip  to  Vietnam  in 
late  1994.  He  stated  that  he  did  not  go  to 
Vietnam  to  assess  past  U.S.  government  fail- 
ures but  to  look  to  the  future.  The  three  pur- 
poses of  the  trip  were  to  check  on  the  status 
of  current  U.S.  government  POW/MIA 
efforts  in  Vietnam,  to  assure  that  the  name 
of  The  American  Legion  was  not  being 
abused  on  the  issue,  and  to  bring  the  office 
of  National  Commander  into  use  to  seek 
further  progress  on  resolving  the  POW/MIA 
issue.  A visit  to  an  excavation  site  searching 


for  remains  in  Chu  Chi  demonstrated  that 
such  actions  are  costly  and  time-consuming 
and  are  further  complicated  by  the  passing 
on  ot  witnesses,  changes  in  the  terrain,  and 
objections  by  farmers.  In  discussions  with 
Vietnamese  officials,  stress  was  placed  on  the 
necessity  for  Vietnam  to  release  more 
POW/MIA  documents. 

It  is  known  that  Hanoi  has  many  more 
documents  because  it  has  provided  sum- 
maries of  some  of  them.  The  Vietnamese 
officials  refused  to  discuss  the  topic.  During 
the  visit,  it  was  not  possible  to  determine  if 
the  U.S.  government  had  made  more 
progress  since  lifting  the  embargo  in  Febru- 
ary 1994.  Another  look  must  be  taken  at  the 
Central  Identification  Laboratory,  Hawaii. 
Certainly  it  had  problems  in  the  past  but 
now  has  a much  better  system  with  safe- 
guards in  place.  The  American  Legion 
should  continue  to  push  on  the  POW/MIA 
issue;  the  families  have  a right  to  learn  what 
really  happened.  The  main  thrust  in  the 
future  should  be  to  press  Vietnam  to  release 
the  many  POW/MIA  documents  it  holds,  all 
the  more  so  now  that  relations  have  been 
normalized.  ■ 

THE  AMERICAN  REGION 


Life  Insurance 


COMMITTEE 

■ Jerome  P.  Dobel  Jr. 

(Missouri) 

Chairman 

G.  Paul  Dunn 
(Oklahoma) 

Assistant  Director,  Membership  Services 

THE  American  Legion  Life  Insurance 
Committee  provides  oversight  for  the 
several  life  insurance  plans  currently 
offered  by  The  American  Legion  and  is 
assigned  to  the  National  Finance  Commis- 
sion. 

The  American  Legion  Life  Insurance 
Program  supports  several  National  pro- 
grams which  are  among  the  most  promi- 
nent and  visible  activities  of  The  American 
Legion.  The  programs  are  listed  below  with 
the  corresponding  funding  for  1994; 

American  Legion  Baseball  $660,385; 
National  Oratorical  Contest  $277,050; 
Junior  Uniformed  Musical  Groups  $20,000, 
for  participation  at  the  National  Conven- 
tion; Boys  Nation  $144,833;  Boy  Scout  of 
the  Year  Scholarship  Awards  $14,000,  which 
consists  of  a first-place  award  of  $2,000  per 
year  up  to  four  years,  not  to  exceed  $8,000, 
for  pursuit  of  a course  of  study  beyond  high 
school.  Three  second-place  awards  in  the 
amount  of  $2,000  each  are  also  granted. 

These  requests  for  grants  are  approved 
by  The  American  Legion  Life  Insurance 
Committee,  the  National  Finance  Commis- 
sion and  National  Executive  Committee. 


The  American  Legion  is  now  offering  a 
Level  Term  Life  Plan  to  members,  their 
spouses  and  dependents.  This  includes  Sons 
of  The  American  Legion  members  and 
spouses.  The  Legion-approved  Level  Term 
Life  Plan  is  underwritten  by  Hartford  Life 
Insurance  Company.  The  ITT/Hartford 
lends  additional  stability  to  the  Legion- 
approved  Life  Plan  because  of  that  compa- 
ny’s sound  operating  performance  and  con- 
sistent high  ratings  from  A.M.  Best. 

In  addition  to  level  term,  the  AdvanceLife 
Plan  from  The  American  Legion  is  one  of 
the  most  unusual  and  important  benefits 
Legion  members  and  spouses  will  ever  have 
the  opportunity  to  acquire. 

With  AdvanceLife,  members  and  spouses 
get  not  only  life  insurance  protection  but 
also  Nursing  Home  Benefits  and  Last  Illness 
Benefits.  The  Nursing  Home  and  Last  Ill- 
ness Benefits  are  automatically  built  into  the 
plan.  AdvanceLife  provides  more  peace  of 
mind  and  financial  security  than  members 
ever  had  before. 

The  AdvanceLife  Plan  will  pay  100  per- 
cent of  the  selected  Life  Benefit  up  to  a total 
of  $100,000.  Members  are  eligible  to  receive 
Last  Illness  Benefits  if  they  are  certified  by  a 
doctor  to  be  terminally  ill  with  a prognosis 
of  12  months  or  less  to  live  and  if  the 
administrator  is  notified  of  acceptance  of 
Last  Illness  Benefits. 

The  monthly  AdvanceLife  Nursing  Home 
Benefit  is  equal  to  2 percent  of  the  Life  Insur- 
ance Benefit.  This  benefit  can  be  used  to  help 
pay  the  extremely  high  cost  of  nursing  home 
care,  or  for  whatever  is  desired.  The  benefit 
can  begin  after  living  in  a qualified  nursing 
home  for  three  consecutive  months  and  will 
continue  for  up  to  25  months. 

The  Life  Insurance  Committee  is  pleased 
to  announce  that  Kirke-Van  Orsdel  Inc., 
and  Union  Fidelity  will  be  working  together 
to  expand  the  Life  Insurance  Program  in 
1995  and  beyond. 

Several  new  products  will  be  reviewed  to 
give  members  a more  flexible  choice  of  life 
insurance  benefits.  Tax-deferred  savings, 
underwritten  whole  life  and  extended  guar- 
anteed term  periods  are  a few  of  the  features 
that  will  be  studied  to  be  included  in  future 
product  offerings. 

The  Committee  and  insurance  providers 
are  seeking  to  fill  the  gaps  in  present  cover- 
age with  an  entire  spectrum  of  life  insurance 
products.  A “return-of-premium”  term 
product  previously  offered  may  again  be 
available  by  late  fall.  Supplemental  and  con- 
version coverage  for  active  duty  and  recent- 
ly discharged  members  is  also  under  study. 

Another  plan  available  to  members  and 
spouses  is  Birthday  Life,  a guaranteed-issue 
combined  level  whole  life  and  accidental 
death  benefit  insurance  plan  with  premiums 
at  entry  age  that  do  not  increase  as  the 
insured  grows  older.  No  medical  exam  is 
required. 

Guaranteed  renewable  for  life,  Legion- 
naires and  spouses  age  45  through  age  80 
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are  eligible  to  enroll  for  this  plan,  which 
builds  cash  values  and  offers  a loan  provi- 
sion. The  age  limit  in  Washington  and  New 
Jersey  is  younger  than  age  80.  Contact 
Union  Fidelity  for  details. 

The  plan  provides  a limited  death  benefit 
for  the  first  two  years  for  natural  causes  and 
provides  full  benefits  during  that  period  for 
accidental  deaths.  Full  benefits  in  any  event 
are  payable  after  two  years. 

Requests  for  information  on  the  insur- 
ance plans  should  be  directed  to: 

The  American  Legion  National 
Headquarters 
Attn:  Mr.  G.  Paul  Dunn 
P.  O.  Box  1055 
Indianapolis,  IN  46206 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

MATTERS 

REQUESTS  for  information  concerning 
the  status  of  applications,  nonreceipt  of 
insurance  renewal,  filing  of  death 
claims,  status  of  death  claims,  amount  of 
premium,  inquiries  as  to  whether  or  not  a 
member  is  insured,  or  specific  questions 
pertaining  to  the  terms  of  coverage  should 
be  directed  to: 

Decreasing  Term 
AdvanceLife  Level  Term 
Kirke-Van  Orsdel,  Inc. 

1776  West  Lakes  Parkway 
Des  Moines,  IA  50398 
1-800-542-5547 

Birthday  Life 

Union  Fidelity  Life  Ins.  Co. 

4850  Street  Road 
Trevose,  PA  19049 

1-800-523-5758  ■ 


Internal  Affairs 


COMMISSION 


□ Herman  G. 
Harrington 
(New  York) 
Chairman 


Hubert  R.  Dagley  II 
(Indiana) 

Director 


THE  National 
Internal  Affairs 
Commission 
was  established  by  resolution  of  the  Nation- 
al Executive  Committee  in  1947.  The  origi- 
nal charge  for  this  constitutional  commis- 
sion still  remains:  to  formulate  and 
recommend  policies  and  to  oversee  the 
implementation  of  adopted  policies  relating 
to  activities  conducted  for  organizational 
purposes. 

Among  those  purposes  are  all  those  not 
properly  the  responsibility  of  any  other 
national  commission,  as  well  as  member- 


ship strategies,  Post  formation,  clerical  and 
records  administration  for  Posts  and  indi- 
vidual members,  and  special  projects.  The 
commission  also  is  required  from  time  to 
time  to  provide  guidance  and  assistance  to 
the  National  Adjutant  on  necessary  admin- 
istrative operations  of  the  National  Head- 
quarters. 

Under  the  broad  interpretation  of  those 
purposes  not  properly  the  responsibility  of 
other  commissions.  Internal  Affairs  oversees 
awards,  constitutional  discipline  and  com- 
memorative activities.  The  commission  also 
monitors  legislative  and  other  regulatory 
activities  which  potentially  affect  Posts  and 
Departments,  and  recommends  appropriate 
courses  of  action. 

The  commission  has  four  standing  com- 
mittees assigned  to  it  for  supervision  and 
coordination.  They  are  Trophies,  Awards 
and  Ceremonials;  Resolutions  Assignment; 
Constitution  and  By-Laws;  and  Member- 
ship and  Post  Activities.  The  latter  has  sepa- 
rate reporting  responsibilities  to  the  Nation- 
al Convention  and  the  National  Executive 
Committee. 

Internal  Affairs  is  responsible  for  over- 
seeing and  reviewing  the  activities  of  the 
Sons  of  The  American  Legion,  which  is  not 
a separate  organization,  but  rather,  a major 
program  of  the  organization. 

Internal  Affairs  has  recently  adminis- 
tered special  and  ad  hoc  committees  over- 
seeing commemorative  activities  such  as  the 
75th  anniversary  of  The  American  Legion, 
the  50th  anniversary  of  the  end  of  World 
War  II  and  support  for  the  Korean  War 
Veterans  Memorial  and  the  Vietnam 
Women’s  Memorial.  The  commission  also 
oversees  long-term  programs  and  activities 
such  as  the  National  Paid-Up-For-Life  pro- 
gram and  the  National  Emergency  Fund.  In 
addition,  the  commission  conducted  the 
successful  efforts  to  combat  historical  revi- 
sionism at  the  National  Air  and  Space 
Museum  and  to  protect  Posts  from  OSHA- 
imposed  regulations  governing  indoor  air 
quality. 

TROPHIES, 
AWARDS  AND 
CEREMONIALS 

■ Earl  D.  Franklin  Jr. 

(Colorado) 

Chairman 

THIS  committee  supervises  all  of  the  offi- 
cial national  awards  and  recommends  to 
the  National  Executive  Committee  recip- 
ients for  the  Distinguished  Service  Medal; 
over  the  years,  some  of  those  awarded  The 
American  Legion’s  highest  honor  were: 
General  John  J.  Pershing,  Ignace  Jan 
Paderewski,  Henry  Ford,  Ernie  Pyle,  Bob 
Hope,  Babe  Ruth,  Dr.  Jonas  E.  Salk,  Bishop 
Fulton  J.  Sheen,  the  dead  and  missing  of  the 


e p o r t s 


Vietnam  War,  10  men  who  have  served  as 
President  of  the  United  States  in  the  20th 
century,  plus  many  other  citizens  of  renown 
who  have  made  lasting  and  significant  con- 
tributions. 

Other  awards  this  committee  recom- 
mends include  the  International  Amity 
Award  and  the  Canadian  Friendship  Award. 
A report  is  also  prepared  for  the  NEC  on 
miscellaneous  awards  that  have  been  pre- 
sented during  each  year. 

The  committee  also  supervises  the  con- 
tents of  the  Manual  of  Ceremonies  of  The 
American  Legion. 

RESOLUTIONS 

ASSIGNMENT 

■ Whit  S.  LaFon 
(Tennessee) 

Chairman 

THE  Resolutions  Assignment  Committee 
meets  at  least  three  days  before  the 
annual  National  Convention  convenes. 
This  committee  has  the  responsibility  to 
receive,  consider  and  transmit  all  resolu- 
tions— with  or  without  recommendation — 
to  the  appropriate  convention  committee 
for  a report  to  the  convention.  During  an 
average  year,  300-400  resolutions  will  be 
assigned. 

CONSTITUTION 
AND  BY-LAWS 

■ Francis  L.  Giordano 
(New  York) 

Chairman 

THE  National  Constitution  and  By-Laws 
of  The  American  Legion  can  be  amended 
only  by  the  duly  elected  delegates  at  a 
National  Convention. 

However,  the  Constitution  and  By-Laws 
Committee,  established  by  the  authority  of 
the  National  Executive  Committee  in  1939, 
is  authorized  to  study  and  make  proper  rec- 
ommendations concerning  all  matters  that 
pertain  to  the  Constitution  and  By-laws,  as 
well  as  matters  that  relate  to  the  Uniform 
Code  of  Procedure,  which  provides  rules 
and  regulations  for  the  revocation,  cancella- 
tion or  suspension  of  Department  and  Post 
Charters  of  The  American  Legion. 

NATIONAL 

LEADERSHIP 

WORKSHOPS 

IN  1978,  The  American  Legion  started  a 
series  of  multiple-purpose  workshops  to 
educate  and  inform  members  of  its  family, 
which  includes  the  Legion,  Auxiliary  and 
the  Sons  of  The  American  Legion. 

The  National  Leadership  Workshops  in 
1995  will  provide  important  updates,  infor- 
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motion  and  training  about  Immunization, 
Flag  Education,  American  Legion  Baseball, 
Membership,  the  National  High  School 
Oratorical  Program,  Junior  Shooting  Sports, 
Teen  Suicide,  Disability  Compensation  & 
Pension,  Burial  Benefits,  Filing  of  VA 
Claims,  Child  Safety,  Public  Relations, 
Community  Involvement  and  much  more. 

Members  of  every  Post,  Unit  or 
Squadron  are  encouraged  to  attend  one  of 
the  workshops  because  one  of  the  best  ways 
to  build  and  maintain  a strong,  proactive 
organization  is  to  have  a membership  that  is 
well-informed  on  issues,  goals  and  pro- 
grams of  The  American  Legion. 

Attending  every  year  can  provide  indi- 
viduals with  new  information,  as  well  as 
reinforce  previous  viewpoints,  which  will 
strengthen  The  American  Legion,  Auxiliary, 
the  SAL  and  the  community.  During  this 
year’s  meetings,  there  will  he  concurrent 
sessions  on  Americanism,  Auxiliary  pro- 
grams, Children  & Youth,  Membership, 
Public  Relations,  Service  Officers’  Training 
and  Veterans  Affairs  & Rehabilitation. 

The  dates  and  locations  for  the  17th 
annual  series  of  workshops  are  as  follows: 


Sept.  15-17, 1995 

Region  1 

Westborough,  Mass. 

BOSTON  MARRIOTT  WESTBOROUGH 
5400  Computer  Dr. 

Westborough,  MA  01581 
Rates  are  $77  Single  or  Double.  Reservations 
cut-off  is  Aug.  25,  1995.  Call  (800)  635-3996 
or  (508)  366-5511. 


Sept.  15-17, 1995 

Region  5 

Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 

HOLIDAY  INN  CROWNE  PLAZA 
5700  28th  Street  S.E. 

Grand  Rapids,  MI  49546. 

Rates  are  $63  Single  or  Double/S  10  Addition- 
al person.  Reservation  cut-off  is  Aug.  25, 
1995.  Call  (616)  957-1770. 


Sept.  22-24, 1995 

Region  3 

Atlanta,  Ga. 

SHERATON  ATLANTA  AIRPORT  HOTEL 


1325  Virginia  Avenue 
Atlanta,  GA  30344 

Rates  are  $55  Single,  Double,  Triple  or  Quad. 
Reservation  cut-off  is  Sept.  1,  1995.  Call  (800) 
241-4800  or  (404)  768-6660. 


Sept.  22-24, 1995 

Region  7 

Las  Vegas,  Nev. 

RIVIERA  HOTEL  & CASINO 
2901  Las  Vegas  Blvd.  South 
Las  Vegas,  NV  89109 

Rates  are  $49  Single  or  Double/$12  Addition- 
al person.  Reservation  cut-off  is  Sept.  1,  1995. 
Call  (800)  634-6753  or  (702)  794-9411. 


Sept.  29-Oct.  1, 1995 

Region  2 

Wilmington,  Del. 

HOLIDAY  INN  DOWNTOWN 
700  King  Street 
Wilmington,  DE  19801 


Rates  are  $60  Single  or  Double.  Reservation 
cut-off  is  Aug.  29,  1 995.  Call  (800)  777-9456 
or  (302)  655-0400. 


Sept.  29-Oct.  1, 1995 

Region  4 

Houston,  Texas 

SHERATON  ASTRODOME  HOTEL 
8686  Kirby  Drive 
Houston,  TX  77054. 

Rates  are  $65  Single  or  Double/$75  Triple  or 
Quad.  Reservation  cut-off  is  Aug.  29,1995. 
Call  (800)  627-6461  or  (713)  748-3221. 


Oct.  6-8, 1995  Region  6 

Lincoln,  Neb. 


RAMADA  HOTEL  & CONFERENCE 
CENTER 

141  North  9th  Street 
Lincoln,  NE  68508 

Rates  are  $55  Single,  $60  Double.  Reservation 
cut-off  is  Sept.  21,  1995.  Call  (800)  432-0002 
or  (402)  475-4011. 


Oct.  6-8, 1995  Region  8 

Eugene,  Ore. 


VALLEY  RIVER  INN 
1000  Valley  River  Way 
Eugene,  OR  97401 

Rates  are  $77  Standard  Single  or  Double  $77 
Deluxe  Single/$97  Deluxe  Double/$20  Addi- 
tional person.  Reservation  cut-off  is  Sept.  5, 
1995.  Call  (800)  543-8266  or  (503)  687-0123. 

SONS  OF 

THE  AMERICAN 

LEGION 

THE  Sons  of  The  American  Legion  will 
hold  its  24th  National  Convention  in 
downtown  Indianapolis. 

For  the  21st  consecutive  year,  the  Sons 
of  The  American  Legion  is  at  an  all-time 
high  in  membership.  The  SAL  closed  its 
membership  at  the  end  of  1994  with  a 
record  172,276  members.  This  number  rep- 
resents a 6.8  percent  increase  over  the  pre- 
vious year. 

Membership  figures  for  the  1995  year 
are  exceeding  the  figures  for  this  same  peri- 
od last  year.  By  the  National  Convention, 
the  SAL  will  have  surpassed  the  1994  final 
membership,  giving  it  another  all-time 
high. 

The  SAL  continues  its  support  of  Amer- 
ican Legion  programs  and  is  proud  to  be  a 
member  of  the  Citizens  Flag  Alliance  in 
support  of  a constitutional  amendment  to 
protect  our  Flag.  The  SAL  continues  its 
support  for  our  nation’s  veterans.  In  1994, 
the  SAL  provided  over  78,000  volunteer 
hours  in  VA  homes  and  hospitals.  Dona- 
tions in  goods  and  cash  to  these  veterans 
exceeded  $151,000  nationwide.  The  SAL 
also  raised  $78,362  for  the  Child  Welfare 
Foundation  and  provided  for  several  grants 
through  The  American  Legion  Child  Wel- 
fare Foundation. 


As  an  integral  part  of  The  American 
Legion  family,  the  Sons  continue  to  serve 
and  provide  assistance  to  Posts  and  their 
Committees. 

NATIONAL 

EMERGENCY 

FUND 

THE  National  Emergency  Fund  has  met 
the  immediate  needs  of  our  Legion  fami- 
ly members  since  its  inception  in  Octo- 
ber 1989,  to  the  tune  of  almost  $1  million  in 
direct  financial  assistance. 

Grants  provided  from  the  National 
Emergency  Fund  have  met  the  most  urgent 
needs  of  those  uprooted  and  displaced  by 
natural  disasters,  all  without  repayment  or 
strings  attached.  Donations  from  Depart- 
ments, Posts,  Units  and  Squadrons  continue 
to  be  the  sole  source  of  funding  to  support 
this  program. 

The  Chairman  of  the  National  Internal 
Affairs  Commission,  Herman  G.  Harring- 
ton, was  appointed  to  oversee  the  actions 
and  accomplishments  of  the  National  Emer- 
gency Fund  by  the  National  Executive  Com- 
mittee during  the  Meeting,  May  3-4,  1995. 
Harrington  reports  the  NEF’s  goal  of  having 
$1  million  ready  cash  on  hand  is  still  being 
pursued.  Back-to-back  disasters  over  the 
past  several  years  have  precluded  the  NEF 
from  reaching  that  goal. 

In  January  1995,  each  and  every  individ- 
ual making  a contribution  to  the  NEF  will 
receive  a recently  designed  NEF  lapel  pin  as 
a token  of  appreciation.  In  addition,  all 
donating  Departments,  Posts,  Units  or 
Squadrons  members  will  receive  a 1995  NEF 
DONOR  streamer  to  be  affixed  to  their  col- 
ors. Both  of  these  new  items  have  increased 
contributions  and  brought  the  fund  a little 
closer  to  meeting  its  goal. 

In  less  than  six  years,  the  NEF  has 
received  contributions  and  interest  totaling 
$1,616,559.64.  Grants  and  assistance  pro- 
vided to  disaster  victims  total  $952,951.76, 
leaving  a balance  of  $663,607.88  to  meet 
future  disasters  needs. 

CONSOLIDATED 
POST  REPORTS 

THE  Consolidated  Post  Report — one  of 
The  American  Legion’s  most  valuable 
documents — is  our  report  card  to  Con- 
gress. It  provides  a summary  of  the  collec- 
tive aid  and  assistance  provided  to  the 
nation  from  our  Legion  Posts.  Nearly  57 
percent  of  American  Legion  Posts  submit- 
ted reports  to  National  Headquarters  for  the 
1993-94  year.  The  total  figures  show  the  cost 
to  outfit  Color  Guards,  Firing  Squads  and 
other  uniformed  groups  was  $2,934,152;  the 
Legion  Baseball  team  support  cost  was 
$5,108,614;  other  athletic  teams  were  pro- 
vided $13,955,428;  cash  contributions  to  VA 
Voluntary  Service  was  $2,029,739,  and  over 
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1,448,733  hours  of  volunteer  service  were 
provided;  65,108  Boy  Scouts  were  spon- 
sored at  a cost  of  $2,132,220;  scholarships, 
valued  at  $3,142,273  were  awarded  to  7,070 
students;  2,780,684  hours  were  spent  per- 
forming community  service  work,  valued  at 
$7,390,641;  nearly  108,000  pints  of  blood 
were  donated;  additional  millions  of  dollars 
in  goods  and  cash  were  contributed  to  pro- 
grams helping  veterans  and  their  families. 

Remember,  these  facts  and  figures  repre- 
sent just  over  one-half  of  all  American 
Legion  Posts;  if  all  Posts  submitted  a report, 
the  information  would  reflect  substantially 
higher  totals. 

PAID-UP-FOR-LIFE 

PROGRAM 

THE  American  Legion  Paid-Up-For-Life 
membership  program  is  often  compared 
to  other  discount  programs  offered  by 
other  groups;  this  is  an  unfair  assessment. 
When  the  Paid-Up-For-Life  program  was 
started  nearly  20  years  ago,  its  sole  purpose 
was  (and  continues  to  be)  to  provide  a con- 
venience for  Legionnaires  to  purchase  a 
paid-life  membership  through  a one-time 
payment. 

Nearly  175,000  Legionnaires  have  recog- 
nized the  offer  as  a good  opportunity  and 
have  applied  for  membership  in  this  unique 
program. 

Certainly,  the  Paid-Up-For-Life  plan  is 
not  for  everyone — it  was  never  intended  to 
be.  For  over  75  years,  the  primary  method 
of  being  a member  has  been  the  payment  of 
dues  on  an  annual  basis.  This  has  served 
The  American  Legion  since  its  founding, 
and  will  remain  the  most  popular  method 
in  the  future. 

Since  the  last  annual  report,  the  mem- 
bership of  Paid-Up-For-Life  has  continued 
to  grow  at  a very  steady,  as  well  as  accept- 
able, rate.  It’s  estimated  that  during  the  next 
12  months,  15,000  to  20,000  Legionnaires 
can  be  expected  to  apply  for  membership 
into  the  plan. 

Also,  since  last  reported,  The  American 
Legion  Department  of  Pennsylvania  has 
become  an  active  participant  in  the  plan. 
With  more  than  250,000  members  in  the 
Keystone  state,  it’s  anticipated  that  many  of 
them  will  join  in  the  coming  months. 

The  American  Legion  of  Ohio  also  came 
on  board  in  July  1995,  leaving  only  the 
Departments  of  Colorado,  Kansas  and 
Nebraska  as  non-participants  in  the  nation- 
al plan;  each  of  them  maintain  its  own  state 
paid-life  program  for  its  members. 

It  is  well  within  reach  for  the  Paid-Up- 
For-Life  membership  plan  to  have  300,000 
to  400,000  members  enrolled  by  the  end  of 
this  decade. 

Remember,  the  plan  is  a convenience  for 
the  member;  it’s  not  a discount  program. 
However,  over  the  years,  it  can  save  a mem- 
ber considerable  money,  because  the  annual 
dues  of  any  Post  is  subject  to  increase.  A 


Paid-Up-For-Life  membership  fee  is  based 
on  the  dues  of  a Post  at  the  time  of  applica- 
tion, and  once  accepted  into  the  plan,  there 
is  no  future  assessment  to  the  member  for 
dues. 

1995  AFFINITY 

MEMBER 

BENEFITS 

THE  primary  focus  of  the  member  benefit 
program  for  1995  will  be  the  implemen- 
tation of  a nationwide  Discount  Prescrip- 
tion Program  which  was  approved  by  the 
National  Executive  Committee  at  the  Spring 
Meeting. 

Resolution  No.  26  was  passed  May  5-6, 
1993,  and  authorized  a Discount  Prescrip- 
tion Program  Test  in  the  Department  of 
Indiana. 

The  test  began  on  Oct.  1,  1993,  with  a 
mailing  to  Indiana  Legion  and  SAL  mem- 
bers. As  of  Feb.  1,  1995,  Indiana  Legion  and 
SAL  members  and  dependents  have  saved 
more  than  $1,125,000  on  prescription  pur- 
chases at  REVCO  (formerly  Hook-SupeRx) 
pharmacies.  The  discount  average  is  32.6 
percent  off  retail  prices  or  about  $12.10 
saved  per  prescription. 

In  February,  the  Ad  Hoc  Committee  for 
Revenue  Enhancement  met  to  hear  propos- 
als from  pharmacy  benefit  management 
firms  for  a nationwide  program.  The  pro- 
posals included  RxAmerica  (Osco  & Sav-on 
pharmacies)  and  REVCO.  The  Ad  Hoc 
Committee  unanimously  approved  RxAm- 
erica as  provider  for  a nationwide  program. 

RxAmerica  will  be  responsible  for  estab- 
lishing a nationwide  network  of  pharmacy 
chains  for  the  Discount  Prescription  Pro- 
gram as  well  as  promotion.  Some  pharmacy 
chains  in  the  network  are  REVCO,  Osco, 
Sav-on  and  Rite  Aid.  These  chains  collec- 
tively represent  about  10,000  pharmacies. 
Seabury  8c  Smith,  a Marsh  McClennan 
Company,  will  serve  as  broker  and  technical 
adviser.  Seabury  8c  Smith  is  the  originator  of 
this  program. 

A resolution  recommending  a nation- 
wide program  was  approved  by  the  National 
Executive  Committee  in  May.  The  begin- 
ning date  will  be  no  later  than  Oct.  1,  1995. 
The  resolution  also  authorizes  revenue  shar- 
ing with  Departments. 

This  program  charges  no  annual  fees  and 
does  not  require  a prescription  card.  Mem- 
bers simply  present  their  Legion  or  SAL 
card  at  the  pharmacy,  the  ID  number  is 
keyed  in,  and  the  network  price  is  obtained. 
A dedicated  toll-free  number  will  be  provid- 
ed for  mail-order  prescriptions  and  cus- 
tomer-service inquiries. 

The  program  has  received  an  extraordi- 
nary amount  of  praise  from  Indiana  mem- 
bers. More  than  6,000  prescriptions  per 
month  have  been  purchased,  and  this  has 
been  accomplished  with  limited  promotion- 
al opportunities. 


The  program  will  begin  with  a four-page 
insert  in  THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  MAGA- 
ZINE, brochures,  posters,  ad  slicks  and 
point-of-purchase  brochure  holders  for  dis- 
play at  Posts.  Additional  magazine  ads  are 
planned  as  well  as  exhibits  at  the  National 
Convention  and  all  eight  National  Leader- 
ship Workshops. 

We  are  very  optimistic  that  this  program 
will  provide  an  exceptional  value-added 
benefit  to  American  Legion  membership. 

The  FISI  Madison  benefit-enhancement 
program  has  been  put  on  hold  until  solu- 
tions can  be  found  for  more  broad  distribu- 
tion of  the  offer.  Current  postal  costs  would 
be  prohibitive  for  inclusion  in  renewal 
notices.  We  will  continue  to  study  possibili- 
ties for  implementing  this  benefit  program 
that  will  allow  us  to  reach  the  majority  of 
the  membership  cost-effectively. 

We  are  searching  for  a motor  club 
opportunity  and  an  auto  maintenance  dis- 
count arrangement.  Unfortunately,  the 
search  for  good  benefits  can  be  a lengthy 
process.  We  have  approached  a car  rental 
company  about  new  auto  purchase  and 
lease  or  after-market  purchase  of  rental  cars. 
This  is  in  the  very  early  stages  of  discussion. 

We  have  a large  quantity  of  the  new  ben- 
efits brochures  available  for  Departments 
and  Posts.  Departments  and  Posts  are 
encouraged  to  request  sufficient  quantities 
to  make  the  brochures  available  at  all  meet- 
ings. In  addition,  the  benefits  brochure  was 
inserted  into  350,000  final  renewal  notices 
in  April.  We  believe  that  member  awareness 
of  the  benefits  will  increase  retention  and 
recruiting.  The  benefit  information  is  also 
included  in  the  “Why  You  Should  Belong” 
brochure  to  assist  new  member  recruitment. 

On  a final  note,  the  Eye  Care  Plan  of 
America  Program  has  been  extended  to 
Department  Headquarters  employees.  This 
is  being  provided  as  a service  to  the  Depart- 
ments since  several  Departments  have 
employees  who  are  not  eligible  for  Legion  or 
Auxiliary  membership,  yet  these  employees 
provide  outstanding  service  to  our  members 
every  day. 

DIRECT  RENEWAL 

THE  Direct  Renewal  Program  is  a uni- 
form, organized  and  simple  way  to  invite 
members  to  renew  their  membership  in 
The  American  Legion  using  a direct  mail 
system.  This  program  has  been  very  success- 
ful and  effective  and  has  been  funded  at  no 
cost  to  either  the  participating  Departments 
or  Posts. 

The  first  two  renewal  notices  are  option- 
al for  Posts  but  the  final  three  notices  go  to 
all  delinquent  members.  Each  Department 
chooses  the  dates  that  its  members  receive 
the  first  three  notices:  1.  July  1 or  Aug.  1;  2. 
Oct.  1 or  Nov.  1;  3.  Dec.  15  or  Jan.  11.  The 
March  13  and  May  1 notices  go  to  all  delin- 
quent members. 
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DIRECT 

MEMBERSHIP 

SOLICITATION 

SINCE  1982,  the  Direct  Membership 
Solicitation  (DMS)  Program  has  been 
responsible  for  acquiring  over  1,575,000 
new  members  into  the  52  participating 
Departments.  Obviously,  the  DMS  Program 
has  proved  to  be  very  successful  in  the 
acquisition  of  new  members  but,  again  this 
year,  the  emphasis  will  be  on  the  transfer, 
renewal  and  retention  of  those  members. 

The  DMS  Program  will  continue  to  sup- 
port The  American  Legion’s  ongoing  mem- 
bership efforts  with  special  emphasis  on  the 
retention  of  all  members.  ■ 


Membership  & 
Post  Activities 


COMMITTEE 

■ Bettylou  Evans 
(Delaware) 

Chairman 

Lee  A.  Hardy 
(Minnesota) 

Membership  Director 

MEMBERSHIP  and  programs  go  hand- 
in-hand  to  make  The  American  Legion 
an  organization  that  is  able  to  provide 
the  people  and  the  resources  the  veteran  and 
his/her  family  need.  Your  Membership  and 
Post  Activities  Committee  is  pleased  to 
report  a continuing  membership  of  nearly  3 
million  members  worldwide. 

MEMBERSHIP 

Final  1993  membership 
Final  1994  membership 
1995  membership 
* Estimate  of  the  year-end  tally. 

32ND  ANNUAL 
NATIONAL 
MEMBERSHIP 
WORKSHOP 

THE  32nd  annual  membership  meeting 
convened  in  Indianapolis  Saturday,  July 
29,  1995,  with  the  vast  majority  of  the  55 
Departments  represented.  For  the  past  sev- 
eral years  the  attendance  has  climbed,  and 
this  year  was  no  exception.  Legionnaires 
arrived  in  Indianapolis  with  a very  good 
understanding  of  how  to  work  membership 
in  their  respective  geographical  area,  but  by 
the  time  this  workshop  concluded  they  were 
prepared  to  face  the  day-to-day  member- 
ship challenges  with  a better  understanding 


of  The  American  Legion  as  it  relates  to 
potential  members. 

The  goal  of  this  workshop  is  to  educate 
and  motivate  those  in  attendance  so  they 
can  return  home  and  share  the  information 
and  excitement  with  their  membership 
recruiting  force.  This  year’s  membership 
theme  was  introduced  during  the  opening 
session  of  the  workshop — “Still  Serving 
America.”  The  decision  to  adopt  this  theme 
was  based  on  one  of  the  founding  princi- 
pals— veterans  taking  care  of  veterans.  With 
the  changing  times,  the  need  to  reinforce 
our  commitment  to  veterans  and  their  fam- 
ilies is  of  utmost  importance. 

Promoting  this  year’s  theme  will  attest  to 
our  willingness  to  look  beyond  one’s  self,  and 
meet  the  needs  of  those  veterans  who  are  dis- 
abled, distressed  or  suffering  as  a result  of 
answering  their  country’s  call  to  duty. 

Other  areas  discussed  during  this  annual 
gathering  were  New  Post  Formation,  Direct 
Membership  Solicitation  program,  Direct 
Renewal,  Personal  Contact  with  new  mem- 
bers and  face-to-face  contact  with  members 
who  have  not  renewed. 

MEMBERSHIP 

CAMPAIGN 

PROMOTION 

THE  National  Membership  Awards  Pro- 
gram distributes  more  than  65,000  vari- 
ous awards  annually  to  recognize  mem- 
bership accomplishments  at  all  levels  of  the 
organization.  The  promotion  plan  for  the 
National  Membership  Campaign  is  formu- 
lated during  the  annual  planning  session  of 
the  M&PA  Committee  held  in  Indianapolis 
in  January. 

UNOFFICIAL 

MEMBERSHIP 

AWARDS 

CONTAINED  within  this  extensive  pro- 
gram are  a wide  variety  of  prizes  rang- 
ing from  simple  certificates  and  ribbons 
to  valuable  gifts  and  travel.  The  awards  are 
designed  to  reward  the  membership  success 
of  dedicated  Legionnaires  at  all  levels  of  the 
organization  and  to  encourage  continued 
growth.  Get  active  in  membership  recruit- 
ing, ask  a veteran  to  join  our  ranks  today. 
You’ll  be  glad  you  did — and  you  can  earn 
one  or  more  of  the  many  prizes  and  awards 
listed  below.  Contact  your  Department 
Membership  Chairman  for  more  informa- 
tion. 

Early  Bird  Contest — Aug.  16,  1994: 
Forty  Departments  qualified  for  the  30  per- 
cent awards.  They  are:  Alabama,  Arizona, 
Arkansas,  California,  Colorado,  Connecti- 
cut, Delaware,  Florida,  Georgia,  Hawaii, 
Idaho,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Kansas,  Kentucky, 
Louisiana,  Maine,  Mexico,  Michigan,  Min- 
nesota, Missouri,  Nevada,  New  Hampshire, 


3,104,973 

3,053,584 

2,945,000* 


New  Jersey,  North  Carolina,  North  Dakota, 
Ohio,  Oklahoma,  Oregon,  Pennsylvania, 
Rhode  Island,  South  Carolina,  South  Dako- 
ta, Tennessee,  Texas,  Vermont,  Virginia, 
West  Virginia,  Wisconsin  and  Wyoming. 

Autumn  Festival — Sept.  20,  1994:  Fifty- 
one  Departments  qualified  for  the  40  per- 
cent awards  with  31  qualifying  for  the  45 
percent  bonus  awards.  The  40  percent 
Departments  are:  Alabama,  Arizona, 
Arkansas,  California,  Colorado,  Connecti- 
cut, Delaware,  District  of  Columbia,  Flori- 
da, Georgia,  Hawaii,  Idaho,  Illinois,  Indi- 
ana, Iowa,  Kansas,  Kentucky,  Louisiana, 
Maine,  Maryland,  Massachusetts,  Mexico, 
Michigan,  Minnesota,  Mississippi,  Missouri, 
Montana,  Nebraska,  Nevada,  New  Hamp- 
shire, New  Jersey,  New  Mexico,  New  York, 
North  Carolina,  North  Dakota,  Ohio,  Okla- 
homa, Oregon,  Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Island, 
South  Carolina,  South  Dakota,  Tennessee, 
Texas,  Utah,  Vermont,  Virginia,  Washing- 
ton, West  Virginia,  Wisconsin  and 
Wyoming.  All  Departments,  noted  above, 
with  the  exception  of  Alabama,  Georgia, 
Illinois,  Kentucky,  Mexico,  Michigan,  Mon- 
tana, Nevada,  New  Mexico,  New  York, 
Oklahoma,  South  Carolina,  Texas,  Utah, 
Washington  and  Wyoming,  earned  the  45 
percent  bonus  award. 

Oktoberfest — Oct.  18,  1994:  Forty-nine 
Departments  qualified  for  the  50  percent 
awards  with  32  qualifying  for  the  55  percent 
bonus  awards.  The  50  percent  Departments 
are:  Alabama,  Arizona,  Arkansas,  California, 
Colorado,  Connecticut,  Delaware,  District 
of  Columbia,  Florida,  Georgia,  Idaho,  Illi- 
nois, Indiana,  Iowa,  Kansas,  Kentucky, 
Louisiana,  Maine,  Maryland,  Massachusetts, 
Mexico,  Michigan,  Minnesota,  Mississippi, 
Missouri,  Montana,  Nebraska,  Nevada,  New 
Hampshire,  New  Jersey,  New  York,  North 
Carolina,  North  Dakota,  Ohio,  Oklahoma, 
Oregon,  Pennsylvania,  Puerto  Rico,  Rhode 
Island,  South  Carolina,  South  Dakota,  Ten- 
nessee, Texas,  Utah,  Vermont,  Virginia, 
West  Virginia,  Wisconsin  and  Wyoming. 
All  of  the  Departments  noted  above,  with 
the  exception  of  Alabama,  California,  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  Illinois,  Kentucky,  Michi- 
gan, Mississippi,  Montana,  Nevada,  New 
York,  Oklahoma,  Oregon,  Puerto  Rico, 
South  Carolina,  Texas,  Utah  and  Wyoming, 
earned  the  55  percent  bonus  award. 

Pearl  Harbor — Dec.  13,  1994:  Forty- 
three  Departments  qualified  for  the  70  per- 
cent awards  with  18  qualifying  for  the  75 
percent  bonus.  The  70  percent  Departments 
are:  Arizona,  California,  Colorado,  Con- 
necticut, Delaware,  District  of  Columbia, 
Florida,  Georgia,  Idaho,  Illinois,  Indiana, 
Iowa,  Kansas,  Louisiana,  Maine,  Maryland, 
Massachusetts,  Mexico,  Michigan,  Min- 
nesota, Mississippi,  Missouri,  Montana, 
Nebraska,  New  Hampshire,  New  Jersey, 
New  York,  North  Carolina,  North  Dakota, 
Ohio,  Oklahoma,  Oregon,  Pennsylvania, 
Rhode  Island,  South  Carolina,  South  Dako- 
ta, Tennessee,  Utah,  Vermont,  Virginia, 
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West  Virginia,  Wisconsin  and  Wyoming. 
All  of  the  Departments  noted  above,  with 
the  exception  of  Arizona,  California,  Col- 
orado, Connecticut,  District  of  Columbia, 
Florida,  Georgia,  Illinois,  Louisiana,  Maine, 
Massachusetts,  Michigan,  Mississippi,  Mon- 
tana, New  Jersey,  New  York,  North  Caroli- 
na, Oklahoma,  Oregon,  Rhode  Island, 
South  Carolina,  Tennessee,  Utah,  West  Vir- 
ginia and  Wyoming,  earned  the  75  percent 
bonus  award. 

Big  Twelve  Competition — Feb.  22,  1995: 

Twelve  Departments  qualified  for  the  90  per- 
cent awards  with  one  qualifying  for  the  95 
percent  bonus  award.  The  90  percent 
Departments  are:  Delaware,  Idaho,  Iowa, 
Maryland,  Mexico,  Minnesota,  Nebraska, 
North  Dakota,  Ohio,  South  Dakota,  Ver- 
mont and  Wisconsin.  The  bonus  95  percent 
Department  is  Mexico. 


“Big  Twelve” 
Category  I 
Category  II 
Category  III 
Category  IV 
Category  V 
Category  VI 


Competition  Winners 

Minnesota 
Wisconsin 
No  Department  Qualified 
No  Department  Qualified 
No  Department  Qualified 
Delaware 


The  American  Legion  Birthday — April 
11, 1995:  Nine  Departments  qualified  for  the 
95  percent  awards,  and  one  Department 
qualified  for  the  100  percent  bonus.  The  95 
percent  qualifiers  were  Delaware,  Iowa, 
Mexico,  Nebraska,  North  Dakota,  Ohio, 
South  Dakota,  Vermont  and  Wisconsin.  The 
bonus  100  percent  Department  was  Mexico. 

May  Day — May  2, 1995:  By  achieving  100 
percent  of  the  Department’s  1995  member- 
ship goal,  winning  Department  Comman- 
ders and  Membership  Chairmen  have  a 
choice  of  several  gifts  available,  based  on  the 
number  of  targets  and  bonuses  made  during 
the  year.  Mexico  was  the  only  Department  to 
qualify  for  the  100  percent  awards. 

Department  Commander  Of  The  Year: 
Any  Department  Commander  who  has  met 
or  exceeded  his  or  her  100  percent  goal  for 
1995  by  May  2,  1995,  will  receive  a plaque 
recognizing  the  achievement.  The  Depart- 
ment of  Mexico  will  receive  the  award  at  the 
National  Convention. 

Gold  Brigade  Recruiter  Award:  A 
Legionnaire  who  recruits  50  or  more  new 
members  by  District  Competition  target 
date,  May  2,  1995,  will  qualify  for  enrollment 
in  the  elite  Gold  Brigade  of  The  American 
Legion. 

Gold  Brigade  Drawing:  All  certified 
members  of  the  Gold  Brigade  will  automati- 
cally be  entered  in  a drawing  with  the  five 
winners  to  be  announced  at  the  1995 
National  Convention  in  Indianapolis.  The 
five  winners  of  the  drawing  will  each  receive 
a $1,000  Award  Certificate. 

Flag  Day — June  20,  1995:  By  meeting 
110  percent  of  the  Department’s  1995  mem- 
bership goal,  the  Department  Commander 
and  Membership  Chairman  will  receive  a 


$1,500  gift  certificate.  Each  Department  that 
qualifies  for  this  award  will  also  receive  the 
1 10  percent  National  Commander’s  Plaque, 
to  be  presented  at  the  National  Convention 
in  Indianapolis. 

Delegate  Strength — Aug.  7,  1995:  dele- 
gate Strength  is  determined  by  the  member- 
ship in  the  hands  of  the  National  Treasurer 
30  days  prior  to  the  National  Convention. 
Total  number  of  delegates  for  each  Depart- 
ment is  based  on  five  delegates  at  large,  one 
delegate  for  each  1,000  members  or  major 
fraction  thereof,  and  the  members  of  the 
National  Executive  Committee. 

Post  Honor  Ribbons:  Post  Honor  Rib- 
bons were  shipped  to  1,713  Posts  whose 
1995  membership  as  of  Dec.  31,  1994 
exceeded  the  final  1994  membership. 

Certificate  Of  Meritorious  Service: 
These  certificates  were  awarded  to  405  Posts 
for  attaining  a new  All-Time-High  member- 
ship for  1995  by  Dec.  31,  1994. 

Five  Consecutive  Years  All-Time-High: 
These  citations  are  awarded  to  Posts  with 
five  or  more  consecutive  years  of  all-time- 
high  membership. 

DISTRICT 
COMMANDERS’ 
RACE  TO  THE  TOP 

DISTRICT  Commanders  are  the  linchpin 
of  The  American  Legion’s  Chain  of 
Command,  serving  as  the  vital  link 
between  the  National  and  Department  orga- 
nizations and  all  Posts.  As  we  are  all  aware, 
the  local  Post  is  where  the  “rubber  meets  the 
road.”  If  it  doesn’t  happen  at  the  Post  level, 
it  doesn’t  happen  at  all.  District  Comman- 
ders are  the  people  charged  with  ensuring 
that  all  Posts  in  their  District  maintain  their 
vitality. 

Consequently,  this  unique  award  was  cre- 
ated to  provide  a meaningful  incentive  for 
the  District  Commanders  and  reward  their 
successful  membership  efforts.  The  winning 
District  Commander  and  guest  receive: 

• Reserved  tickets  to  the  Indianapolis  500. 

• First  class  hotel  accommodations  for 
four  nights  at  the  Indianapolis  Ramada 
Plaza  Hotel. 

• Reserved  seating  for  the  Indianapolis  500 
parade. 

• Dinner  reservations  Friday  and  Saturday 
evening  at  two  of  Indianapolis’  finest 
restaurants. 

• Tour  of  the  National  Headquarters  of 
The  American  Legion. 

Previous  winners  have  reported  how 
much  they  enjoyed  their  opportunity  to 
participate  in  this  world-renowned  racing 
event  and  that  they  have  fond  memories 
that  will  last  a lifetime. 

The  following  provides  more  specific 
information  on  how  you  can  win.  The  com- 
petition will  be  divided  into  five  categories 
based  on  the  membership  of  the  District 
without  regard  to  geographic  locations.  Dis- 


trict Commanders  will  compete  in  each  of 
the  following  categories  based  on  the  final 

1994  totals,  and  a top  District  Commander 
for  the  National  award  will  be  selected  from 
each  of  the  five  categories.  Second  and 
Third  place  awards  will  also  be  presented  in 
each  category. 

Category  I 

Districts  of  15  to  1,499  members 
Category  II 

Districts  of  1,500  to  2,999  members 
Category  III 

Districts  of  3,000  to  4,999  members 
Category  IV 

Districts  of  5,000  to  7,499  members 
Category  V 

Districts  of  7,500  members  and  above 

The  500  Trip  will  be  presented  to  the 
Top  District  Commander  and  guest  in  each 
category  whose  District  membership  for 

1995  on  March  31,  1995,  represents  the 
greatest  percentage  over  the  final  1994 
membership  of  the  District.  Membership 
cannot  be  less  than  100  percent  to  qualify. 

Second  place  awards  will  be  presented  to 
the  District  Commander  in  each  category 
whose  District  membership  for  1995  on 
March  31,  1995  represents  the  second  high- 
est percentage  over  the  final  1994  member- 
ship of  that  District.  Membership  cannot  be 
less  than  100  percent  to  qualify.  Winners 
will  receive  their  choice  of  several  gifts 
through  the  Certif-A-Gift  catalog;  these  gifts 
are  valued  at  $500. 

Third  place  awards  will  be  presented  to 
the  District  Commander  in  each  category 
whose  District  membership  for  1995  on 
March  31,  1995,  represents  the  third  highest 
percentage  over  the  final  1994  membership 
of  that  District.  Membership  cannot  be  less 
than  100  percent  to  qualify.  Winners  will 
receive  their  choice  of  several  gifts  through 
the  Certif-A-Gift  catalog;  these  gifts  are  val- 
ued at  $375. 

1995  First  Place  Winners 

Trip  To  The  Indianapolis  500  Race 
Category  I Thomas  Meteraud  Sr. 

South  Carolina  149.70%  Dist.  2 
Category  II  H.  Hudson  Highfield 
Georgia  130.12%  Dist.  3 
Category  III  Thomas  Burns 

Delaware  103.47%  Dist.  4 
Category  IV  Henry  Johnson 

Nebraska  100.42%  Dist.  8 
Category  V Kip  Derge 

Wisconsin  100.66%  Dist.  2 

Second  Place  Winners 

Category  I Ernest  Barclay 

Idaho  113.40%  Dist.  3 
Category  II  Robert  Woodruff 

Oklahoma  104.52%  Dist.  10 
Category  III  No  Winner 

Category  IV  Kenneth  Knight 

Virginia  100.42%  Dist.  17 
Category  V Virgil  Arling 

Ohio  100.07%  Dist.  2 
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Third  Place  Winners 

Category  I Leslie  Clevinger 

Virginia  105.82%  Dist.  8 
Category  11  Harry  Little 

New  Jersey  103.24%  Dist.  8 
Category  111  No  Winner 

Category  IV  No  Winner 

Category  V No  Winner 


DISTRICT 

COMMANDER  NEW 
POST  ACHIEVEMENT 
AWARD  RECIPIENTS 

DISTRICT  Commanders  who  achieve  the 
goal  of  creating  new  American  Legion 
Posts  in  their  respective  Districts  and 
have  the  new  Post’s  Temporary  Charter 
application  on  file  in  National  Headquarters 
by  the  7th  Target  Date,  May  2,  1995,  qualify 
for  a special  recognition  plaque. 

DEPARTMENT  RECRUITER  OF  THE 
YEAR:  Each  American  Legion  Post  had  the 
opportunity  to  submit  the  name  of  the  “Top 
Recruiter”  for  that  Post  who  has  signed  up 
the  highest  number  of  new  members  for  the 
1995  membership  year  by  May  2,  1995. 
Department  Adjutants  determined  the  Top 
New  Member  Recruiter  for  their  respective 
Departments  and  certified  their  “Depart- 
ment Recruiter”  to  National  Headquarters 
by  May  16, 1995. 

The  “Department  Recruiter”  properly 
certified  from  each  Department  will  be 
awarded  a plaque  with  his/her  accomplish- 
ment inscribed  thereon. 

NATIONAL  RECRUITER  OF  THE 
YEAR:  The  individual  certified  with  the 
highest  number  of  new  members  recruited 
from  among  all  the  Departments  will  be 
declared  National  Recruiter  of  the  Year.  The 
winner  of  this  award  will  receive  an 
expense-paid  trip  to  the  1995  National  Con- 
vention in  Indianapolis.  ■ 


The  American 
Legion  Magazine 


COMMISSION 


□ Milford  Forrester 
(South  Carolina) 
Chairman 


The  American 
Legion  Maga- 
zine enjoyed  a 
banner  year  in  1994, 
setting  new  bench- 
marks in  both  the 
editorial  and  advertising  realms. 

In  the  latter  area,  end-year  advertising  rev- 
enues stood  at  $9,044,771— fully  $1  million 
over  projections.  Major  advertisers  who  made 


their  debut  since  last  year’s  report  include 
Bose,  Del  Webb,  Marion  Merrell  Dow  and 
Merck.  These  advertising  triumphs  enabled 
the  magazine  to  end  1994  with  an  unprece- 
dented surplus  of  $1.2  million.  Our  partner- 
ship with  Buick  Motor  Division  also  paid 
spectacular  dividends,  generating  more  than 
$1  million  for  American  Legion  Baseball. 

The  advertising  inroads  made  by  THE 
American  Legion  Magazine  are  a testa- 
ment to  the  continuing  high  quality  of  its 
editorial  content,  which  in  1994  covered  an 
unprecedented  array  of  issues  of  concern  to 
our  membership  and  Americans  generally. 

Among  major  highlights,  the  magazine: 

• Established  itself  as  the  premier  source  of 
breaking,  in-depth  information  on  Gulf  War 
Syndrome,  the  lingering  aftereffects  of  Agent 
Orange,  the  problems  of  “atomic  veterans,” 
and  other  veterans’  health  issues  often  given 
insufficient  weight  by  the  mainstream  press. 

• Gave  in-depth  coverage  to  VA’s  mishan- 
dling of  its  claims  backlog  and  pursued  the 
story  of  files  destroyed  by  VA  attorneys. 

• Provided  regular  reporting  on  the  con- 
tinuing military  drawdown  and  its  larger 
ramifications,  with  emphasis  on  issues  of 
importance  to  advocates  of  a strong  nation- 
al defense. 

• Remained  steadfast  in  its  commitment 
to  resolving  the  status  of  thousands  of  Amer- 
ican POWs/MIAs,  running  a number  of  arti- 
cles that  shed  new  light  on  the  controversy. 

Also  throughout  the  year,  the  magazine 
gave  its  readers  lively,  fly-on-the-wall  cover- 
age of  the  opening  salvos  in  two  of  the  most 
historic  battles  ever  waged  by  The  American 
Legion:  the  determined,  ultimately  successful 
campaign  to  foil  the  Smithsonian’s  biased 
Enola  Gay  exhibit,  and  the  Citizens  Flag 
Alliance’s  pursuit  of  a Constitutional  amend- 
ment to  protect  the  flag  from  physical  dese- 
cration. The  progress  of  the  flag  amendment 
through  Congress,  and  the  fallout  from  the 
Enola  Gay  victory,  continued  to  be  of  interest 
to  readers  in  the  early  months  of  1995,  and 
that  interest  has  been  reflected  in  the  maga- 
zine’s ongoing  reporting  on  those  efforts. 

Consistent  with  its  theme  of  God  and 
Country,  the  magazine  in  1994  presented 
numerous  general-interest  stories  with  a 
strong  sense  of  core  values.  These  stories 
focused  on  the  deteriorating  family  structure, 
violence  and  political  bias  in  the  media,  the 
power  of  prayer,  the  importance  of  uphold- 
ing community  standards,  the  dangers  of  so- 
called  “multiculturalism”  and  equally 
weighty,  thought-provoking  topics. 

Several  times  last  year  the  magazine  was 
recognized  for  the  superior  quality  of  its  con- 
tent. “Seventy-Five  Years  For  God  And 
Country,”  a retrospective  of  Legion  activities 
decade  by  decade  which  appeared  in  Septem- 
ber’s 75th-anniversary  issue,  earned  the  Cer- 
tificate of  Merit  for  art  and  editorial  from  the 
Community  Action  Network;  the  award  is 
given  for  distinguished  service  in  solving 
community  problems.  The  magazine  also 
received  the  High  Frontier  Merit  Award  for 


its  coverage  of  space  and  the  Strategic 
Defense  Initiative,  and  the  Mature  Media 
Award  for  “The  Final  Salute:  Where  Heroes 
Rest.”  In  addition,  “Space  Exploration:  Is  it 
Worth  the  Cost?”  will  be  incorporated  as  a 
teaching  tool  in  U.S.  Air  Force  textbooks. 

In  1994  the  magazine  lost  two  key,  long- 
time staffers,  editor  John  Greenwald  and 
production  manager  Bill  Eoff.  Though  both 
will  be  missed,  their  replacements,  respec- 
tively Steve  Salerno  and  Joseph  Campioni, 
have  done  a superior  job,  enabling  the  maga- 
zine to  make  the  transition  smoothly  and 
without  incident. 

In  1995,  The  American  Legion  Maga- 
zine continues  to  adapt  to  today’s  changing 
environment.  With  its  October  issue,  the 
magazine  unveils  its  first  new  column  in  four 
years.  Titled  “On  Duty,”  the  column  is 
designed  to  provide  “news  you  can  use”  to 
enlisted  men  and  women  currently  on  active 
duty  or  in  the  reserves.  Because  many  of 
these  individuals  are  eligible  for  Legion 
membership  by  virtue  of  their  participation 
in  Desert  Storm  or  other  recent  missions,  the 
column  can  be  an  excellent  recruitment  tool 
by  demonstrating  how  the  Legion  may  be  of 
service  to  active-duty  personnel. 

Like  publications  throughout  the  nation, 
the  magazine  is  feeling  the  pinch  of  price 
increases  in  paper  and  postage.  Those 
increases  threaten  to  knock  the  magazine 
back  into  a deficit  in  1995.  However,  Salerno 
and  his  staff  are  working  hard  to  contain 
price  increases  and  to  implement  economies 
where  possible.  ■ 


National 

Security 


COMMISSION 

^ ^ 1 q Anthony  G.  Jordan 

(Maine) 

Chairman 

G.  Michael  Schlee 
(Maryland) 
Director 

ON  SEPT.  2, 
1994,  65  mem- 
bers and  guests 
of  the  National  Security  Commission  flew 
via  Minnesota  Air  National  Guard  C-130 
aircraft  from  Minneapolis  to  Camp  Ripley, 
Minn.  Located  about  120  miles  northwest  of 
Minneapolis,  Camp  Ripley  trains  about 
15,000  Guardsmen  and  Reservists  annually 
to  include  training  in  cold  weather  opera- 
tions. 

Commission  members  received  an 
overview  readiness  briefing,  toured  the 
camp’s  modernized  ranges  and  had  the 
opportunity  to  ride  in  Bradley  Infantry 
Fighting  Vehicles  and  the  High-Mobility 
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Multipurpose  Wheeled  Vehicles  or 
HMMWVS.  Overall,  the  trip  provided  valu- 
able insights  to  the  training  levels  of  the 
Army  National  Guard. 

Sept.  3,  1995,  the  National  Security  and 
Foreign  Relations  Commission  convened  in 
joint  session  in  the  Minneapolis  Conven- 
tion Center.  The  first  speaker  was  Robin 
Beard,  NATO  Assistant  Secretary  General, 
who  spoke  on  “NATO:  A Half  Century  of 
Success  and  Looking  to  the  Future.”  He  was 
followed  by  Vice  Admiral  David  Frost,  the 
Deputy  Commander  in  Chief  and  Chief  of 
Staff  of  the  United  States  Space  Command, 
who  spoke  on  the  progress  of  the  military 
services  in  achieving  Theater  Missile 
Defense  systems. 

The  purpose  of  these  systems  is  to  pro- 
tect American  forces  whenever  they  are 
deployed  to  theaters  where  missile  threats, 
such  as  SCUD  missiles,  exist.  Gen.  John 
Foss,  U.S.  Army  (Ret.),  then  spoke  on  “The 
United  States  Army:  Getting  Your  Money’s 
Worth.”  General  Foss  emphasized  that,  as 
our  predominate  ground  force,  the  United 
States  Army  has  become  extremely  cost- 
effective,  but  at  the  price  of  diminished 
capabilities  and  readiness. 

That  afternoon,  the  National  Security 
Commission  and  its  Standing  Committees 
conducted  a comprehensive  review  of  the 
resolutions  assigned  to  the  Convention 
Committee  on  Security.  The  thrust  of  the 
majority  of  resolutions  addressed  veterans, 
concerns  with  maintaining  an  adequate 
defense  and  combating  violent  crime  in 
America. 

New  resolutions  included  the  expanded 
roles  of  women  in  the  Armed  Forces  and 
the  honorable  nature  of  military  service, 
which  will  become  one  of  the  cornerstones 
of  our  corporate  strategic  goal  of  providing 
for  a viable  national  defense. 

Such  presentations  and  other  actions  are 
part  of  the  National  Security  Commission’s 
comprehensive  program  to  support  a 
strong  national  defense.  During  the  coming 
year,  we  plan  to  participate  in  a series  of 
National  Security  Forums  to  address  issues 
related  to  the  Administration’s  National 
Military  Strategy. 

We  will  participate  in  these  forums  in 
conjunction  with  the  Association  of  the 
United  States  Army  and  the  National 
Guard  Association  of  the  United  States  at 
different  sites  throughout  the  country. 
These  National  Security  Forums  will  be 
conducted  in  light  of  the  continued  deep 
downsizing  of  the  Armed  Forces  and  its 
impact  on  our  national  security  well-being, 
and  to  further  implement  our  mandates, 
which  historically  have  supported  a strong 
national  defense. 

Sept.  5,  1994,  the  members  of  the 
National  Security  Commission  attended  the 
POW/MIA  Update  briefing  and  listened  to 
excellent  speakers  address  this  compelling 
issue. 
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BLOOD  DONOR 
ACTIVITIES 

THE  American  Legion  and  the  American 
Legion  Auxiliary  continue  to  be  principal 
sources  of  supply  for  blood.  Through  our 
vast  network  of  Posts  and  Units  organized 
into  Department  programs,  Legionnaires 
and  Auxiliary  members  continue  to  supply 
the  blood  needs  of  their  own  members  and 
hospitalized  veterans,  and  under  coopera- 
tive agreements,  to  patients  in  civilian  hos- 
pitals. In  this  past  year,  this  program  has 
continued  to  grow. 

NATIONAL 

COMMANDER’S 

AWARDS 

TO  STIMULATE  activities  on  the  part  of 
Departments  and  Posts,  annual  awards 
are  made  by  the  National  Commander. 
During  the  period  from  June  1,  1993, 
through  May  31,  1994,  many  Departments 
of  The  American  Legion  actively  participat- 
ed in  the  Blood  Donor  Program. 

The  criteria  for  the  National  Comman- 
der’s Awards  for  Post  and  individual  partici- 
pation were  based  on  Resolution  14,  adopt- 
ed at  the  Spring  Meeting,  May  8-9,  1985,  of 
the  National  Executive  Committee.  The  res- 
olution directs  that  Departments  be  placed 
in  one  of  six  groups  based  on  the  size  of  the 
Department,  using  standards  established  by 
the  Membership  and  Post  Activities  Com- 
mittee. The  winning  Departments  were  Illi- 
nois, Wisconsin,  Nebraska,  Tennessee, 
Rhode  Island  and  Delaware. 

Each  winning  Department  received  a 
Certificate  of  Recognition  signed  by  Past 
National  Commander  Bruce  Thiesen  and 
National  Adjutant  Robert  W.  Spanogle. 

Departments  are  doing  an  excellent  job 
of  encouraging  Posts  to  participate  in  The 
American  Legion’s  ROTC  Medals  Program. 
During  the  period  from  July  1,  1993  to  June 
30,  1994,  more  than  10,000  medals  were 
awarded  to  deserving  Senior  and  Junior 
ROTC  cadets.  Presentations  of  medals  were 
made  to  ROTC  units  in  all  50  states,  the 
District  of  Columbia  and  in  overseas 
Departments. 

PAUL  H.  GRIFFITH 
ROTC  TROPHY 

THE  National  Executive  Committee  at  its 
October  1975  meeting  approved  Resolu- 
tion 21  which  established  the  Paul  H. 
Griffith  Trophy  for  the  ROTC  Program. 
The  trophy  honors  the  memory  of  Past 
National  Commander  Paul  H.  Griffith,  who 
served  as  an  Assistant  Secretary  of  Defense 
and  throughout  his  lifetime  maintained  an 
active  interest  in  our  nation’s  defense. 

The  criterion  for  judging  the  winner  of 
the  trophy  is  based  on  the  Department  or 
Departments  giving  the  greatest  degree  of 


support  to  ROTC  units,  including  the  num- 
ber of  medals  presented  and  Legion  partici- 
pation in  award  day  ceremonies.  Last  year’s 
winners  of  the  Paul  H.  Griffith  Trophy  were 
the  Departments  of  Alaska,  Delaware,  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  Florida,  Illinois,  Mis- 
souri, Pennsylvania,  Puerto  Rico,  Tennessee 
and  Vermont.  ■ 


Veterans  Affairs 
& Rehabilitation 


COMMISSION 

□ Chester  F.  Stellar 
(Ohio) 

Chairman 

Carroll  Williams 
(Maryland) 
Director 

During  the 

past  year,  The 
American 
Legion — through  its  Veterans  Affairs  and 
Rehabilitation  Commission  (VA&R) — has 
presented  its  mandates  and  views  on  veter- 
ans benefits  matters  to  the  Clinton  adminis- 
tration, Congress  and  officials  of  the 
Department  of  Veterans  Affairs  (VA)  and 
other  federal  agencies. 

The  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation 
Commission  is  the  keystone  program  of  The 
American  Legion  and  one  of  the  primary 
reasons  why  veterans  founded  the  Legion. 
The  program  has  three  principle  elements. 
First  is  the  service  provided  by  the  national 
staff  to  Department  and  Post  Service  Offi- 
cers in  developing  and  presenting  claims 
and  dealing  with  other  issues  related  to  vet- 
erans’ benefits  programs. 

The  second  element  is  the  continuing 
effort  to  protect  and  improve  veterans’  ben- 
efits through  legislative  channels  by  working 
with  congressional  committees  and  by 
maintaining  negotiations  and  liaison  with 
the  White  House  and  VA.  The  VA8cR  staff 
appeared  before  Congress  24  times  this  past 
year  to  support  and  protect  veterans’  bene- 
fits programs. 

The  third  element  of  the  VA8cR  program 
is  the  oversight  of  VA,  second  in  federal 
work  force  size  to  the  Department  of 
Defense. 

The  VA8tR  Commission  staff  maintains 
assertive  oversight  of  VA  health  care  and 
benefits  programs  to  assure  VA  has  the  nec- 
essary resources  and  personnel  to  “care  for 
those  who  have  borne  the  battle”  on  a time- 
ly basis. 

A major  objective  of  The  American 
Legion  continues  to  be  VA  health-care  eligi- 
bility reform.  Toward  this  goal,  the  Legion 
has  set  in  motion  an  effort  to  draft  an  eligi- 
bility reform  bill  and  have  the  proposal 
introduced  in  the  104th  Congress.  Because 
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the  effort  to  pass  a national  health-care 
reform  bill  has  stalled,  The  American 
Legion  believes  it  is  imperative  that  Con- 
gress move  ahead  and  address  VA  health- 
care reform. 

There  continues  to  be  interest  in  Con- 
gress for  VA  health-care  reform.  A mecha- 
nism to  fund  VA  eligibility  reform  is  the 
primary  factor  involved  in  meeting  the 
Legion’s  objective.  The  current  restrictive 
budget  climate  makes  finding  funds  to  pay 
for  desired  VA  eligibility  reforms  difficult. 
One  of  the  largest  selling  points  of  VA  eligi- 
bility reforms  is  that  if  more  cost-effective 
care  can  be  provided,  there  would  be  less 
reliance  on  federal  spending,  and  a 
reformed  VA  would  better  serve  the  veteran 
population. 

Another  important  issue  that  must  be 
resolved  in  the  104th  Congress  is  state 
health-care  reform  initiatives  and  their 
impact  on  veterans  health  care.  As  state  leg- 
islatures contemplate  how  veterans  will  fit 
into  their  reform  measures,  there  are  two 
very  real  threats — either  veterans  are  entire- 
ly left  out,  or  VA  loses  some  of  its  indepen- 
dence and  specialization.  All  of  these 
changes  leave  VA  vulnerable  to  patient-base 
loss  as  non-VA  health-care  providers 
become  more  affordable  and  accessible. 

The  American  Legion  continues  to  work 
with  the  Partnership  for  Veterans  Health 
Care  Reform  on  the  objectives  of  improving 
and  enhancing  health  care  for  veterans. 
Those  goals  are  to  reform  eligibility,  guaran- 
tee funding,  streamline  VA  bureaucracy  and 
protect  VA’s  specialized  services  and  unique 
missions.  The  American  Legion  will  pursue 
these  objectives  through  a legislative  strate- 
gy that  best  accomplishes  the  end  goal. 

The  VA&R  Commission  is  closely  moni- 
toring VA’s  progress  in  improving  its  bene- 
fit delivery  programs  and  the  status  of  ini- 
tiatives intended  to  improve  the  quality  and 
timeliness  of  claims  processing. 

There  are  a number  of  factors  which 
directly  affect  the  workload  at  the  58  VA 
regional  offices.  They  include  staffing,  the 
continued  downsizing  of  the  Armed  Forces 
and  the  success  of  the  Department  of 
Defense  Transition  Assistance  Program 
(TAP)  and  Disabled  Transition  Assistance 
Program  (DTAP),  new  benefit  legislation, 
the  continued  high  remand  rate  by  the 
Board  of  Veterans  Appeals,  precedent  deci- 
sions of  the  Court  of  Veterans  Appeals,  and 
progress  in  the  implementation  of  a variety 
of  organizational,  programmatic  and  tech- 
nological changes. 

As  a result  of  the  TAP  and  DTAP  pro- 
grams, veterans  being  discharged  from  ser- 
vice are  more  informed  about  their  entitle- 
ment to  benefits,  which  is  resulting  in 
greater  numbers  of  claims  being  filed.  Con- 
cern among  Persian  Gulf  veterans  as  well  as 
veterans  exposed  to  radiation,  Agent  Orange 
and  mustard  gas,  is  also  expected  to  increase 
the  number  of  new  and  reopened  claims. 
Not  only  are  more  claims  being  filed,  but 


they  arc  increasingly  more  medically  and 
legally  complex  and  involve  multiple  issues. 
As  a result,  they  are  more  time-consuming 
to  develop  and  adjudicate. 

The  American  Legion  is  pleased  that  VA 
has  made  some  progress  in  the  last  year 
toward  reducing  the  backlog  of  pending 
claims  and  overall  processing  times.  Even 
so,  it  is  still  taking  far  too  long  for  VA  to 
properly  develop  and  adjudicate  benefit 
claims,  most  notably  those  involving  the 
issue  of  service  connection.  Continued 
progress  toward  improving  its  overall  oper- 
ations is  essential.  The  American  Legion 
supports  the  concept  that  any  improve- 
ments in  the  claims  process  not  come  at  the 
expense  of  quality. 

These  and  other  equally  important  veter- 
ans benefit  issues  will  be  closely  followed  by 
the  VA&R  Commission  during  the  remain- 
der of  the  104th  Congress.  ■ 
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Legislative 


COMMISSION 

Q Charles  Pesso 
(New  York) 
Chairman 

Steve  Robertson 
(Louisiana) 

Director 

THE  purpose  of 
the  National 
Legislative  Com- 
mission is  to  promote  the  legislative  man- 
dates of  The  American  Legion  before  Con- 
gress. These  mandates  are  dictated  by 
resolutions  adopted  at  either  the  National 
Convention  or  meetings  of  the  National 
Executive  Committee. 

The  American  Legion’s  legislative  portfo- 
lio covers  a large  spectrum  of  issues.  Pro- 
moting the  Legion’s  mandates  requires  testi- 
mony at  congressional  hearings,  thousands 
of  letters  and  countless  hours  of  telephone 
calls  and  meetings  involving  the  Commis- 
sion’s staff.  The  National  Legislative  Coun- 
cil, the  Auxiliary  and  the  Sons  of  The  Ameri- 
can Legion  effectively  augment  the  Legion’s 
lobbying  efforts. 

The  November  1994  elections,  propelled 
by  the  Republican’s  “Contract  With  Ameri- 
ca,” resulted  in  a major  change  throughout 
the  nation’s  capitol.  For  the  first  time  in  40 
years,  the  Republican  Party  gained  control  of 
the  leadership  in  Congress.  Eighty-five  fresh- 
men Representatives  (72  Republicans)  and 
1 1 freshmen  Senators  (all  Republicans)  were 
elected.  Thus  far,  two  Senators  and  one  Rep- 
resentative switched  from  Democrat  to 
Republican.  The  House  party  ratio  is  now 
231  Republicans,  203  Democrats,  with  one 


Independent;  the  Republican-to-Democrat 
ratio  in  the  Senate  is  54-46.  Clearly,  both  par- 
ties have  had  to  readjust  to  their  new  roles 
and  responsibilities. 

The  “first  100  days”  of  the  104th  Con- 
gress was  dominated  by  the  10  provisions  of 
the  contract.  Speaker  of  the  House  Newt 
Gingrich  managed  to  have  floor  votes  on  all 
10  provisions  within  92  days.  During  that 
time,  two  provisions  became  public  law,  one 
was  defeated,  and  the  rest  passed  the  House 
and  were  pending  in  the  Senate.  Among  the 
immediate  internal  changes  made  by  the 
House  were  renaming  of  several  committees, 
consolidating  of  several  committees  and  sub- 
committees, reduction  of  committee  staff 
members  and  eliminating  legislative  service 
organizations. 

The  Senate,  although  maintaining  a busy 
agenda,  has  not  generated  as  many  dramatic, 
internal  organizational  changes.  The  Senate 
has  taken  a more  methodical  approach  on 
dealing  with  the  House-passed  provisions  of 
the  contract.  The  Senate  is  clearly  the  more 
deliberative  chamber  and  its  rules  are 
designed  to  prolong  discussion  of  measures. 
Any  Senator  can  hold  up  a bill  or  “filibuster” 
(talk  nonstop)  to  grind  legislative  business  to 
a standstill.  The  Senate’s  Democratic  minori- 
ty has  the  chamber’s  rules  to  control  the  fate 
of  most  legislation. 

The  change  in  congressional  leadership 
also  resulted  in  changes  of  chairmanship  of 
all  committees  and  subcommittees.  The  new 
chairmen  of  the  Veterans’  Affairs  committees 
are  Representative  Bob  Stump  and  Senator 
Alan  Simpson.  The  new  chairmen  of  the 
Appropriations  committees  are  Representa- 
tive Bob  Livingston  and  Senator  Mark  Hat- 
field. The  new  chairmen  of  the  Judiciary 
committees  are  Representative  Henry  Hyde 
and  Senator  Orrin  Hatch.  The  new  chairmen 
of  the  Budget  committees  are  Representative 
John  Kasich  and  Senator  Pete  Domenici.  The 
new  chairman  of  the  Senate  Armed  Services 
Committee  is  Senator  Strom  Thurmond  and 
the  House  National  Security  Committee 
Chairman  is  Representative  Floyd  Spence. 
The  new  chairman  of  the  Senate  Foreign 
Relations  Committee  is  Jesse  Helms  and  the 
House  International  Relations  Chairman  is 
Benjamin  Gilman. 

A major  legislative  concern  for  The 
American  Legion,  as  well  as  the  rest  of 
America,  is  the  federal  budget.  With 
renewed  focus  placed  on  deficit  reduction, 
welfare  reform,  middle  income  tax  break 
and  entitlement  reform,  nearly  every  pro- 
gram in  the  federal  budget  will  be  closely 
scrutinized.  Congressional  leadership  has 
pledged  to  balance  the  budget  by  FY  2002  by 
generating  more  than  $1  trillion  in  savings 
over  seven  years.  Budgetary  experts  agree 
that  achieving  a balanced  budget  will  require 
deep  cuts  or  termination  of  many  programs, 
downsizing  of  government  agencies  and 
serious  revision  of  entitlement  programs. 
The  Budget  committees  have  recommended 
that  the  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs  gen- 
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erate  over  $10  billion  in  savings  over  the 
next  seven  years.  Although  the  Budget  com- 
mittees have  made  their  recommendations, 
the  ultimate  decisions  will  rest  on  the  shoul- 
ders of  the  Veterans  Affairs  committees  and 
the  Appropriations  committees. 

The  future  funding  of  VA  remains  some- 
what uncertain.  The  American  Legion  will 
continue  to  press  Congress  for  reform  of  the 
current  health-care  delivery  system  to  expand 
eligibility,  enhance  revenue  sources,  maintain 
specialized  services,  increase  research  funding 
and  keep  VA  as  a backup  medical  system  for 
the  Department  of  Defense.  The  American 
Legion  has  testified  before  the  Appropriations 
Subcommittee  on  VA,  HUD  and  Indepen- 
dent Agencies  and  both  Veterans  Affairs  com- 
mittees concerning  funding  for  VA  for  FY 
1996  based  on  President  Clinton’s  budget 
proposal  released  in  February.  The  American 
Legion  will  continue  to  actively  participate  in 
the  legislative  process  to  pursue  full  funding 
for  veterans’  programs  and  benefits. 

BUDGETARY  fights  for  veterans’  benefits 
and  programs  are  not  limited  to  VA.  In 
recent  years,  the  budget  for  the  Veterans 
Employment  and  Training  Service  in  the 
Department  of  Labor  has  failed  to  meet  the 
proper  funding  levels  in  accordance  with 
federal  law  over  the  past  several  years.  In  tes- 
timony, The  American  Legion  recommend- 
ed funds  for  FY  1996  totaling  $98.3  million 
for  the  Disabled  Veterans  Outreach  Program 
(DVOP)  and  $86.3  million  for  the  Local 
Veterans  Employment  Representatives 
(LVER)  program.  The  American  Legion 
opposes  any  legislation  that  would  terminate 
DVOPs  and  LVERs. 

The  American  Legion’s  work  with  the 
Smithsonian  Institution’s  proposed  exhibit 
for  the  50th  anniversary  of  the  dropping  of 
the  first  atomic  bomb  reached  a climax  on 
Jan.  30  when  Smithsonian  officials  an- 
nounced that  the  majority  of  the  proposed 
exhibit  would  be  dropped.  The  revised  exhibit 
included  three  elements:  the  restored  fuselage 
of  the  Enola  Gay,  a plaque  detailing  the 
plane’s  mission  and  videotaped  interviews 
with  surviving  members  of  the  crew.  The 
American  Legion  is  still  very  concerned  about 
the  future  of  the  airplane.  Funding  for  an  Air 
and  Space  Museum  annex  in  suburban  Vir- 
ginia to  display  the  plane  was  eliminated  from 
the  Smithsonian’s  FY  1996  budget. 

Early  in  March,  the  House  passed  a rescis- 
sions bill  which,  in  seeking  to  achieve  $17.4 
billion  in  spending  cuts,  also  included  a pro- 
vision to  remove  $206  million  in  FY  1995 
budget  for  VA,  specifically  from  funds  ear- 
marked for  six  ambulatory  care  projects  and 
from  the  medical  equipment  account.  How- 
ever, an  amendment  was  adopted  to  restore 
the  funding.  In  the  Senate  many  of  the  fund- 
ing cuts  were  restored  and  $100  million  in 
savings  from  three  different  VA  accounts 
were  approved. 

The  American  Legion  testified  before 
Congress  on  research  efforts  with  regard  to 
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Persian  Gulf  illnesses.  The  Legion  expressed 
concerns  about  the  lack  of  progress  in  deter- 
mining definitive  causes  for  the  illnesses  and 
the  timeliness  in  treating  veterans.  The 
American  Legion  believes  there  is  compelling 
evidence,  constantly  downplayed  by  DoD, 
that  chemical  weapons  and  possibly  biologi- 
cal warfare  agent  exposures  could  be  the 
causes  of  some  of  the  Gulf  illnesses. 

Maintaining  a strong  national  defense  still 
remains  a major  objective  of  The  American 
Legion  and  that  message  has  been  repeatedly 
delivered  to  lawmakers  in  testimony,  phone 
calls  and  letters. 

Since  1989,  The  American  Legion  has 
aggressively  worked  toward  the  passage  of  a 
constitutional  amendment  to  protect  the 
American  flag  from  physical  desecration. 
Leading  the  charge  of  the  “quiet  revolution” 
in  the  state  legislatures,  49  memorial  resolu- 
tions have  been  passed  calling  on  Congress  to 
send  a constitutional  amendment  to  the  states 
for  ratification.  Since  last  year’s  convention, 
North  Carolina,  Iowa,  Kentucky,  Oregon, 
Washington  and  Hawaii  have  been  added  to 
the  list  of  states  to  pass  memorializing  resolu- 
tions. Only  Vermont  has  yet  to  pass  such  a 
resolution.  On  March  21,  two  measures  were 
introduced  in  the  104th  Congress  to  accom- 
plish that  objective,  House  Joint  Resolution 
79  and  Senate  Joint  Resolution  31. 

In  June,  the  House  passed  HJR  79  and  the 
senate  was  considering  their  version  as  this 
annual  report  was  being  printed.  ■ 
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THE  National 
Public  Rela- 
tions Commis- 
sion achieved  noteworthy  coverage  of  The 
American  Legion  on  several  key  issues  dur- 
ing the  past  year.  Among  the  issues:  the 
controversy  over  the  display  of  the  Enola 
Gay  at  the  National  Air  and  Space  Museum; 
Desert  Storm  health  problems;  the  50th 
Anniversary  of  significant  battles  and  events 
of  World  War  II;  and  the  campaign  for  a 
constitutional  amendment  to  protect  the 
U.S.  Flag  from  physical  desecration. 

The  Public  Relations  Commission, 
charged  with  properly  positioning  the 
Legion  before  the  media  and  the  public, 
worked  with  more  than  1,000  members  of 
the  media  during  the  year.  The  American 
Legion  Media  Relations  Office  in  Washing- 
ton D.C.,  and  the  Public  Relations  Office  in 
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Indianapolis  work  together  to  achieve  maxi- 
mum exposure  by  providing  news  media 
representatives  timely  and  accurate  infor- 
mation on  a variety  of  subjects. 

The  culmination  of  the  year-long  cele- 
bration of  75  years  of  service  to  the  nation 
afforded  opportunities  for  local  American 
Legion  Posts  to  tell  their  communities  what 
they  had  accomplished.  Aided  by  a variety 
of  materials  provided  by  the  Public  Rela- 
tions Commission,  Posts  were  able  to  gain 
noteworthy  coverage  of  this  milestone  in 
community  service. 

A new,  monthly  op-ed  column  from  the 
National  Commander  was  offered  to  weekly 
newspapers  with  circulations  of  more  than 
10,000.  More  than  220  papers  expressed  an 
interest  in  such  columns.  Our  clipping  ser- 
vice indicates  a high  percentage  of  these 
columns  dealing  with  issues  of  interest  to 
the  Legion  and  the  general  public  were  pub- 
lished. 

Spring-boarding  on  the  success  of  the 
World  War  II  Media  Data  Bank,  the  com- 
mission established  a Korean  War  Media 
Data  Bank,  which  provided  local  news 
media  with  names  of  veterans  in  their  areas, 
and  newsworthy  stories  about  the  July  dedi- 
cation of  the  Korean  War  Veterans  Memor- 
ial. 

Audiovisual  efforts  continued  to  reflect 
the  growing  reliance  on  audio  and  video 
production  to  assist  in  communicating 
important  information  to  the  membership. 
Productions  were  prepared  for  the  Ameri- 
canism and  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilita- 
tion Commissions,  as  well  as  The  American 
Legion  Endowment  Fund  and  the  Citizens 
Flag  Alliance.  Eight  video  productions  hon- 
oring World  War  II  veterans  were  also  pro- 
duced for  viewing  during  the  National  Con- 
vention. 

In  conjunction  with  the  Veterans  Affairs 
and  Rehabilitation  Division,  the  Public 
Relations  Division  produced  a series  of 
radio  public  service  announcements  that 
offered  veterans  the  help  of  Legion  Depart- 
ment Service  Officers. 

The  deadline  for  the  Department  Media 
Awards  Program,  administered  by  the  Pub- 
lic Relations  Commission,  was  altered  this 
year  in  an  attempt  to  increase  entries.  The 
program  was  changed  from  a calendar-year 
schedule  to  an  American  Legion  program- 
year  schedule.  First  entries  under  the  revised 
deadline  plan  are  arriving  at  National  Head- 
quarters and  will  be  judged  in  the  coming 
weeks. 

The  National  Commander’s  Public  Rela- 
tions Award  was  presented  to  Jack  Smith, 
ABC  Television  news  correspondent  for 
reporting  on  his  emotional  return  to  Viet- 
nam and  his  visit  to  the  battlefield  of  la 
Drang  where  he  had  been  wounded. 

The  1995  Fourth  Estate  Award  will  be 
presented  during  this  National  Convention 
to  Hearst  Newspapers’  Washington  Bureau 
for  its  in-depth  reporting  on  the  national 
debt.  ■ 


The  American  Legion  1995  National  Convention 


Independent  Auditors  Report 


a 

GEO.  S.  OLIVE  & CO.llc 

CERTIFIED  PUBLIC  ACCOUNTANTS 


Independent  Auditor's  Report 


Mr.  William  M.  Detweiler,  National  Commander 
The  American  Legion  National  Headquarters 
Indianapolis,  Indiana 


We  have  audited  the  accompanying  balance  sheet  of  The  American  Legion  National 
Headquarters  as  of  December  31,  1994  and  1993,  and  the  related  statements  of  revenue, 
expenses  and  changes  in  fund  balances  and  cash  flows  for  the  year  ended  December  31 , 
1994.  These  financial  statements  are  the  responsibility  of  the  Legion's  management.  Our 
responsibility  is  to  express  an  opinion  on  these  financial  statements  based  on  our  audit. 

We  conducted  our  audits  in  accordance  with  generally  accepted  auditing  standards.  Those 
standards  require  that  we  plan  and  perform  the  audit  to  obtain  reasonable  assurance  about 
whether  the  financial  statements  are  free  if  material  misstatement.  An  audit  includes 
examining,  on  a test  basis,  evidence  supporting  the  amounts  and  disclosures  in  the  financial 
statements.  An  audit  also  includes  assessing  the  accounting  principles  used  and  significant 
estimates  made  by  management,  as  well  as  evaluating  the  overall  financial  statement 
presentation.  We  believe  that  our  audits  provide  a reasonable  basis  for  our  opinion. 

In  our  opinion,  the  financial  statements  referred  to  above  present  fairly,  in  all  material  respects, 
the  financial  position  of  The  American  Legion  National  Headquarters  as  of  December  31 , 1994 
and  1993,  and  the  results  of  its  operations,  changes  in  its  fund  balances  and  cash  flows  for 
the  year  ended  December  31,  1994,  in  conformity  with  generally  accepted  accounting 
principles. 

Our  audits  were  made  for  the  purpose  of  forming  an  opinion  on  the  basic  financial  statements 
taken  as  a whole.  The  reconciliation  of  audited  financial  statements  to  internal  financial 
statements  is  presented  for  purposes  of  additional  analysis  and  is  not  a required  part  of  the 
basic  financial  statements.  Such  information  has  been  subjected  to  the  auditing  procedures 
applied  in  the  audits  of  the  basic  financial  statements  and,  in  our  opinion,  is  fairly  stated  in  all 
material  respects  in  relation  to  the  basic  financial  statements  taken  as  a whole. 


S.  <Oj£c<S<-$  &.LL c 

Indianapolis,  Indiana 
March  24,  1995 
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Preview  ‘96  Emblem  Sales  Catalog  Items 

at  THE 

NATIONAL  EMBLEM  SALES  DISPLAY 

LOCATED  FOR  YOUR  CONVENIENCE  DURING  THE 

1995  National  Convention 

IN  THE 

Maryland  Street  Lobby 

OF  THE 

Indianapolis  Convention  Center 

OPEN  DAILY  AT  8:00AM 
August  30  thru  September  6 


10%  OFF!! 


Outdoor  Replacement  U.  S.  Flags 


DURING  ABOVE  DATES  ONLY 
CASH  & CARRY 


: 


The  American  Legion 
Calls  GSO  to  Cure  Its 
Business  Headaches 


Handling  today's  business  issues  can 
give  an  executive  a splitting  headache. 
For  over  75  years,  Geo.  S.  Olive  has 
provided  prescriptions  to  improve  the 
wellness  of  The  American  Legion.  We're 
more  than  a CPA  firm.  Much  more.  In 
addition  to  our  audit,  accounting  and  tax 
services,  GSO  offers  extensive  consult- 
ing services  to  help  your  business  grow 
and  stay  strong. 


Join  the  many  organizations,  like  The 
American  Legion,  who  find  relief  in  the 
Olive.  Call  our  Indianapolis  office  at 
(31 7)  383-4000  to  make  an  appointment 
with  one  of  our  business  advisors.  By 
the  way,  we  make  house  calls. 


% 


GEO.  S.  OLIVE 


Tgplcal. 

Thgught-provokirig. 

Timely. 

Easygn  your  wallet. 


Take  advantage  of  our 
special  convention 
discount  between  now 
and  Sept.  30. 


$12  for  one  year  {22  issues) 

The  American  Legion 
Dispatch 
P.O.BOX  1055 
' Indianapolis  IN  46206 

111  Call  (317)  630*1349 


88 


SALT  LAKE  WELCOMES  THE 
1996  AMERICAN  LEGION 
NATIONAL  CONVENTION 


LeSabre.  America’s  favorite  family  car 
salutes  a great  American  family. 


* Based  on  1992-1995  model  year  sales. 


Because  LeSabre  is  the  best-selling  full-size  car  in 
America?  we  feel  a responsibility  to  our  country’s 
families.  So  we’re  proud  to  share  the  ideals  of 
your  Legion  family.  And  proud  to  support 
American  Legion  baseball — with 
$1,000,000  in  donations  last  year. 

The  American  Legion  and 
Buick — two  enduring 
symbols  of  quality 
in  America. 


The  New  Symbol  For 
In  America. 


BUICK 


LeSabre  is  a registered  trademark  of  GM 
Buckle  up,  America! 


